U. S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
OFFICE OF INVESTIGATIONS FIELD OFFICE
REGION 1V

REPORT OF INQUIRY

January 4, 1983

SUBJECT: DANIEL INTERNATIONAL

DISCRIMINATION AGAINST QC

REFORT NUMBER: (Q4-82-030

i.

On December 20, 1982, William Seidle, NRC Reactor Project Branch Chief,
received an allegation from Steve Price, a Daniel International Corpora-
tion (DI) level-two Mechanical Welding GC Inspector at Wolf Creek. Price
indicated he had recently condus'ed an inspection and written an NCR on a
weld following receipt of a tis from a craft employee. Price indicated
that after the NCR went forware he was approached by his supervisor, Rick
Booth, and asked to identify the craft person who had provided the tip.
Price stated he did not give the name of the person who provided the infor-
mation because he felt he would get the craft employee in trouble as well
as destroy his relations with craft personnel, thereby discouraging them
from giving him information. Price stated Daniel management gave him a
three day suspension for not identifying the craft employee, and they told
him that if he did not identify the person after three days he might be
fired.

On December 20, 1982, Steve Pri.e was contacted by telephone at his home by
NRC Engineering lnspector Les Gilbert and NRC Investigator H. B, Griffin,
Price stated that on Thursday morning, December 16, 1982, he had been
approached by his supervisor (Rick Booth) who said that Ron McCrainy, the
DI Senior Quality Supervisar, and Bud Schriver, the DI Quality Inspection
Manager, had as'ed that he (Booth) learn the name of the person who provi-
ded the tip. Price said he refused to identify the craft personnel that
had giver him tne information. Price said he was approached again on
Thursday afternoon by Booth who s3id that McCrainy wanted to know the
identity of the person and when he again refused to divulge the name he was
told by Booth that he was to have a meeting the following morning with
McCrainy.

Price said that on the morning of Friday, December 17, 1982, he met with

Ron McCrainy. Price said he was again asked to divulge the name and given
an hour to answer. Price said he telephoned McCrainy‘s office an hour later
and told him he still would not provide the name. Frice said that later
Friday he was told by Booth that by failing to follow the directions of
management he was violating the Category 'A' offense of "insubordination."”

(Price s.ated he heard Booth had been attempting to learn the name of the

craft person on his own, Price said that after lunch on Friday he was
again asked to provide the name and when he refused he was given the three
days suspension by Ron McCrainy.
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Price stated the information provided to him by the craft person related to
@ repair weld in which the weld control record had not been filled out
properly and QC holds had been by-passed. Price said the hanger on which
the weld repairs were performed was on elevation 2047 in the reactor build-
ing in an AE System which was safety related. Price was asked to provide
the NCR number which he had written in this instance.

On the afternoon of December 20, 1982, Steve Price was contacted by NRC
Investigator H. B. Griffin by telephone. Price stated the NCR he had
written was number 1SN7559PW, dated December 10, 1982. Price was told
that the circumstances surrounding his suspension did not constitute a
violation of NRC laws or regulations. Price expressed concern about his
Job and said he had decided that he would contact his supervisor and
provide the name of the craft person. Price was asked to contact this
reporter should his status of employment change with Daniel International
or the status of the person who provided the original information.

On December 20, 1982, Glen Koester, Vice President, Kansas Gas and Electric,
was contacted by the NRC Region IV Regional Administrator. Koester was made
aware of the incident involving Steve Price and of the alleged actions taken
by Daniel management. Koester was made aware of NRC concerns regarding
Daniel management's attitude regarding the freedom of QC to fulfill its
mission at Wolf Creek. Koester was made aware of the fact that no NRC rules
or regulations had yet been violated. Koester agreed to investigate the
situation himself and the inquiry was closed at Region 1V,
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INTERSATIONAL

@WM@L INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION

Porm 1695 (kev 878)

Y0: Llloyéd Gladman DAYE: January 27, 1983

FROM: |

\
SUBJECT: Llevel 11 Coatings Certification Exam

@& Level II Coatings Certification Exam yesterday 1 noted
questions 57, and 71-100 {4 questions), were no longer valid due to
Procedure Revision - Revision 8 to QCP-V-100 approved 12-15-82. The
exam was KGE&E approved 7-8-82. If the exam is graded per the approved
answer sheet the individual who is being tested for re-certification
will not recieve 2 passing grade and his present certification shall
expire 1-28-83. It should be noted that thc person tested missed only
one of the remaining 69 guestions and he is the Lead Coatings Inspector.
In as much as KGEI hes 1revision control which means no additions,

deletions or chances without their approvalL: -"qrade this perscns
test to the apprcvel enswer sheet, give him & failing grade, ané retest
him after 16 worl:. Jdeys and an appropriate training program. This

course of action ir the only approved procedure I may follow per
AP-VI-01l. Please z3vise me as soon as possible as to any alternative

approved grading procedure.
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1//." (O x../ l_,_c : -—;—f » hereby rake the {ollowing voluntary statement
to_JA )=l ! [—"{xj » who has i1dentified hinself to me as ar
he U

Investigator witl t . S. Nuclear Regulatory Comdission. 1 make this state-
ment freely with no threats or pramises of reward having been made to me.
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1 have read the foregoing statement consisting ofi handwritten/eyped
pages. 1 have made and initialed any necessary corrections and have
gigned my name in ink in the margin of each page. 1 svear that the
“foregoing statement is true and correct. Signed on_ - Y- XZ at

(date) (ti )

) / ’
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1 have read the foregoing statement consisting of 3 andwritten /asped
pages. 1 have made and initialed any necessary corrections and have
gigned my name in ink in the margin of each page. 1I_swear that the
foregoing statement it true and correct. Signed on_j; C?- $Y at /0 7pm
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APy 18
MEMORANDUM FOR: Chairman Palladino
FROM: Ben B. Hayes, Director
Office of Investigations
SUBJECT: NOTIFICATION OF OPENING OF OI INVESTIGATIONS

The Commission has directed that you be informed whenever Ol opens a new

investigation,!_The attached Jocument briefly sets forth information responsive

to this requirement. If yo. desire more detail on any Ol investigation, please

let me know.

Attachment:
Investigation Status Record,
Case No. 4-84-026

Distributior:

Tase No. 4-54-026

0] Commissicn

0I s/f Notification/Opening of OI Investigation
0l-c/f
Ol-r/f
Pending
§520/NOT184/0
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