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‘NUCLEAR REGUIATORY COMMISSION
Before the Presiding Officer

Docket No. 40- soz?skLﬁ'

In the Matter of ) —
SEQUOYAH FUZLS CORPORATION ; (50 Fed Reg EBQ% 1985))
59 P
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In less than-two month's time before the scheduled informal hearing
Jan. 7-8, 19B6 in Fort Smith, Arkansas pertaining to the roposed amendment
to the material license (No, SUS-1010) for the subject SPe. petitioners
have been deluged with document after document from SFC that reveal totally
new and radically different conditicns and situations that may have exsrem-
vly serious implications for the safety of the general public in this mat<e
It is apparent that these documents were prepared scme monshs age, and are
cnly being released after questions and protestations have been lodzed wich
the Adninistrative Judge in this case.

One example is the late November, 1585 release by STC to petiticners
£ the Comprehensive Solid Waste Disposal and Siorase Plan, which was

distributed only after the Arkansas Peace Center (APC) discovered i:s
absence and asked for it from the Adninistrative Judgze, who telephoned s
to crder them to send the repor:t £o all petitioners. This Teport was approv
ed on May 24, 1835 by the NRC and it is difficult ¢5 understand why this

eritical document was delayed so long.

The criticality of this document lies in the fact that a few weeks
before the scheduled informal hearing to address the safety guestions of
the S7C cperations, petitioners learned for the first time about SIC's
Plans to dispose of 323,000 cubic feet of contaminated, radicacsive
sludge in clay-lined trenches covered with dirt, a nuclear waste dump
200 fset from the Illinois River in a manner that would be 2bsolutely
illegal under Arkansas state laws and almost every state in the United
States, '

The fact that the NRC approved in principle this nuclear waste dumnp
by a "pinding of .o Significant Impact" on November 19, 1985 in.document
signed by W. T. Crow, Acting Chief, Uranium Puel Licensing Branch, wishsut
in any way addressing the substantial environmental implications of this
"waste disposal plan" is cause for great concern on the part of petitioner.
This is but one example of actions by the NRC in the matter of the S7C
license that moves us to st rongly object to the lack of impartiality by

the NRC in the discharge of its responsibility to protect the pub’ic
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It should be obvious to any fair and thoughtful citizen that it is
very apparent that these proceedings do not allow sufficient time for
petitioners to research and prepare contentions and comments on the
profound questions these new and very recent documents raise.

Specific Aspects of the Subject Matter
The basic objection that the APC has to the material sent from the

NRC to petitioners relative to the proposed licensing of SFC is that
instead of being highly critical of any practices that might possibly
endanger the environment or be detrimental to the health of the people,
which we assume to be the function of such a public agency, it instead
glosses over discharges to the air, water and groundwater as negligible
even when those discharges are in viclation of state and federal stan-
dards, The APC contends that the NRC has done this in the documents,
Safety Evaluation Report and the Finding of No Significant Impact. For
example, with the NPDES vioclations, NRC describes those as "a few
occasicnal viclations" (p. 3), when in actuality there were so many
and aggravated violations that the EPA was forced to issue an Administra-
tive Consent Decree, an adminstrative equivalent of a cease and desist
order.

Secondly, NRC stated in Finding of No Significant Impact "that there
will be no commitment of land rescurces" (p.2) even though NRC was aware
at the time, although petitioners were not, that S7C had subkmitted plans
to commit land to the north of the plant to build the aforementioned

low=level nuclear waste dump.

Third, in its findings of no significant impact, NRC relies almost
exclusively on the conclusions offered by S7C, with the following example.
SFC concludes that the contaminatiocn of groundwater under Pend #2 is loca
and insignificant, and the NRC agrees. This conclusion ignores the exceed:
ingly high nitrate readings, the relationship between the groundwater and
the river, and the existence of faults and cracks to conduct the contami-
nation to the river.

Four, the contention by SFC, which was accepted by NRC, that the
flouride sludge produced by the operation would be only "a small fraction
of the total effluent” flies in the face of the evidence that it will
measure 39,000 cubic feet per year and require SFC to emiark upon its
mammoth nuclear waste dump operation.

Five, NRC blindly accepts the findings of no seismic danger without
_ properly checking the data in this regard. APC strongly contends that
the existence of the Frontal Quachita Belt and the Nehema Belt, which
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Docket No.(s) 40-8027-MLA

Wayne Phillips

Mayor

City of Webbers Falls
P.0. Box 216

Webbers Falls, CK 74470

Peter J. Nickles, Esq.
Covington & Burling
P.0. Bex 7566
Washingteon, D.C. 20044

EQ Henshaw
Route #1
Vian, CK 74%62

Dated at Little Rock, Arkansas
This 2nd day of Decembker, 1985

Robert D. Kellogg, Esg.

Staff Attorney

Oklahcoma State Department
of Health

P.0. Box 53551

Oklahcma City, OK 73152

Richard A. Murphy

Executive Vice President
Sallisaw Chamber of Conmerce
P.0. Box 251

Sallisaw, CK 74955

Barbara Stanfgrd




