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SUBJECT: BWR VESSEL AND INTERNALS PROJECT DRAFT REPORT: "A LITERATURE
REVIEW OF THE REPAIR WELDING OF IRRADIATED STAINLESS STEEL

MATERIALS" - REQUEST FOR WITHHOLDING INFORMATION FROM PUBLIC
DISCLOSURE

Dear Mr. Terry:

By letter dated February 17, 1997, the Boiling Water Reactor Vessel and
Internals Project (BWRVIP) submitted the proprietary Electric Power Research
Institute (EPRI) draft report, " A Literature Review of the Repair Welding of
Irradiated Stainless Steel Materials," dated November 30, 1996. This report
was submitted as a means of exchanging information with the NRC staff for the
purpose of supporting generic regulatory improvements related to the weld
repairs of BWR internal components, and no formal review was requested.
However, the NRC staff has compared your literature search to the one
performed by the Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research (RES) in support of
confirmatory research into welding of irradiated metals. RES has found
several citations that may be of ize to the BWRVIP in determining future
activities related to welding of irradiated metals, and, as such, the
supplemental citations are enclosed.

You reguested that the above report be withheld from public disclosure
pursuant to 10 CFR 2.790, in accordance with the letter and attached affidavit
from Mr. Arthur Kenny of EPRI dated January 31, 1997. Mr. Kenny stated that
the submitted information should be considered exempt from mandatory public
disclosure for the following reasons:

(1)  The Report is not available in public sources. EPRI developed the
Report only after making a determination that the Report was not
available from public sources. It required a large expenditure of
dollars for EPRI to develop the Report. In addition, EPRI was required
to use a large amount of time of EPRI employees. The money spent, plus
the value of EPRI's staff time in preparing the Report, show that the
Report ic highly valuable to EPRI. Finally the Report was developed
only after a long period of effort of at least several months.

(11) A public disclosure of the Report would cause substantial harm to EPRI's
competitive position and the ability of EPRI to license the Report both
domestical.y and internationally. The Report can be properly acquired
or duplicated by others only with an equivalent investment of time and
effort.

We have reviewed your application, attached affidavit and the material in
accordance with the requirements of 10 CFR 2.790 and, on the basis of your
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statements, have determined that the submitted information sought to be
withheld contains proprietary commercial information.

Therefore, the versions of the submitted information marked as proprietary
will be witnheld from the public disclosure pursuant to 10 CFR 2.790(b)(5) and
Section 103(b) of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended.

Withholding from public inspection shall not affect the right, if any, of
persons properiy and directly concerned to inspect the documents. If the need
arises, we may send copies of this information to our consultants working in
this area. We will, of course, ensure that the consultants have signed the
appropriate agreements for handling proprietary information.

If the basis for withhelding this information from public inspection should
change in the future such that the information could then be made available
for public inspection, you should promptly notify the NRC. You also snould
understand that the NRC may have cause to review this determination in the
future, for example, if the scope of a Freedom of Information Act request
includes your information. In all review situations, if the NRC makes a
determination adverse to the above, you will be notified in advance of any
public disclosure.

Sincerely,

(Original /s/ by C. Carpenter, Jr.)

C. E. Carpenter, Jr., Lead Project Manager
Materials and Chemical Engineering Branch
Division of Engineering

Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosure: as stated

cc:  See next page
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