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'Mr. Donald A. Nussbaumer g ,p
Assistant Director for

g)' b[}q{r. State Agreements Program e

Office of-State Programs ')
United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission Q' y
Washington, DC 20555 y

Dear Mr. Nussbaumer:

We would like to respond to your memorandum of 12 September 1983, which requested
comment on the staff's plan for the revision of medical licensing procedures, in
accordance with a recent directive of the Commission on this matter.

It does not appear that the staff's radiation safety plan concept complies with
the Commission's directive to " continue the pre-licensing review of applicants'

_

operating procedures." Nevertheless, we think the conce3t has merit, in that it
may well serve to increase the licensees' awareness of t1e committments contained
in their operating procedures.

We subscribe.to the practive of encouraging the adoption of standard operating
procedures, as they provide a' common basis for communication among licensing,
inspection, and licensee' personnel . Additionally, standard operating procedures
permit inspections to be thorough and efficient. We think that the imposition
of a radiation safety plan on medical license applicants will tend to encourage
the adoption of standard operating procedures.

In order to satisfy both the Commission's directive and the States' concerns, it
.

is suggested that applicants should be required to submit (in addition to their
radiation safety plans) any operating procedures, or portTUTT!nif operating pr5:
cedures, which deviate from those ottereo in tne Hegulatory uuice. it is our
steadfast opinion that proceoures aevelopeo oy appiicants will wotinue to contain
significant errors, inadequacies and omissions. To ensure that licensee procedures
are adequate to protect health and safety, we feel that it is essential to correct

- such deficiencies prior to issuing licenses.

Thank you for providing the opportunity to comment on this important matter.

Sincerely,
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