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| Abstract: 85-100

On December 26, 1985 with Unit 1 at 98 percent power, hourly fire
watch inspections for four fire barriers located in the Reactor
Enclosure were not parformed within one hour of the previous -

inspections. The four inspection intervals exceed.ed the one-hour
limitation of Technical Specification 3.7.7. The maximum
inspection interval, which began at 1408 hours, was one hour and
twenty-one minutes. The reactor enclosure supply fans had
tripped and the exhaust fans continued to operate, which resulted
in negative Reactor Enclosure pressure. As a result of the

negative pressure in the Reactor Enclosure, the fire watch was
unable to open the airlock doors and enter the posted areas.
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Unit Conditions Prior to the Event: ,

Mode 1 (Power Operation)
Reactor Power 98%
Power Ascension Testing in Progress

Description of the Event:

;

On~ December 26, 1985, hourly fire watch inspections for four fire
barriers, which " separate cafe shutdown fire areas or separate
portions of redundant systems important to safe shutdown within a
fire area", were not performed within one hour of the previous
inspections. The maximum inspection interval, which began at
1408 hours, was one hour and twenty-one minutes. The intervals
for the four inspections exceeded the one hour limitation of
Technical Specification 3.,7.7.

,

The three fire doors and one fire damper of con'cern cre located
in the Reactor Enclosure at the 177, 217, and 283 feet ,

elevations.
.

The EIIS code for the affected system, Fire Protection, is KP.'

3

Consequences of the Event:

The possible consequences of this event were minimal because
smoke detectors in each of the four areas were operable and would
have provided early detection of fires in those areas. The four
areas have low combustible loadings (weight of combustible
material / floor area) and one of the areas is partially protected ,

by a pre-action sprinkler system.
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Cause of the Event: -

The four fire watch inspection intervals exceeded the one-hour
limit because the fire watch was prevented from entering the
posted areas because of a ventilation equipment failure. The
reactor enclosure supply fans had tripped due to low inlet air
temperature caused by the auxiliary boilers being out of service.
The exhaust fans continued to operate, which resulted in negative
Reactor Enclosure pressure. Consequently, the fire watch was
unable to physically open the airlock doors and enter the posted
areas.

Corrective Actions:

The operating shift was invcived with returning the auxiliary
boilers to service, when they were notified of the fire watch's
inability to enter the Reactor Enclosure at 1456 hours. The
operating shift continued to return the auxiliary boilers to
service. At 1516 hours they manually removed the Reactor
Enclosure exhaust fans from service, thereby causing an isolation
of the Reactor Enclosure in order to reduce the negative
pressure. The fire watch was able to enter the Reactor Enclosure
by 1520 hours. The Standby Gas Treatment System and Reactor
Enclosure Recirculation System started as designed when the
Reactor Enclosure isolation signal was generated.
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Previous Similar Occurrences:

Other Limerick LERs have reported failures to meet hourly fire
watch requirements; however, none of these events were the result
of negative Reactor Enclosure pressure.
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PHILADELPHIA ELECTRIC COMPANY
23O1 M ARKET STREET

P.O. BOX 8699

PHILADELPHIA. PA.19101

2m e4i-4ooo January 24, 1986

Docket No. 50-352

:

Document Control Desk
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555

.?.

SUBJECT: Licensee Event Report
Limerick Generating Station - Unit 1

This LER concerns failures to meet hourly fire watch
requirements of the Technical Specifications.

Reference: Docket No. 50-352
Report Number: 85-100
Revision Number: 00
Event Date: December 26, 1985 |

Report Date: January 24, 1986
Facility: Limerick Generating Station

P.O. Box A, Sanatoga, PA 19464

This LER is being submitted pursuant to the requirements of
10 CFR 50.73 (a) (2) (i) (B) .

Very truly yours,

^wa

W. T. Ullrich
Superintendent
Nuclear Generation Division

cc: Dr. Thomas E. Murley, Administrator, Region I, USNRC i

E. M. Kelly, Senior Resident Site Inspector
See Service List

&
Y6 0

. - - _ - - --_



. .

c: Troy B. Conner, Jr., Esq.
Ann P. Hodqdon, Esq.
Mr. Frank R. Romano
Mr. Robert L. Anthony
Ms. Phyllis Zitzer
Charles W. Elliott, Esq
Zori C. Ferkin, Esq.
Mr. Thomas Gerusky
Director, Penna. Emergency Management Agency
Angus Love, Esq.
David Wersan, Esq.
Robert J. Sugarman, Esq.
Kathryn S. Lewis, Esq.
Spence W. Perry, Esq.
Jay M. Gutie r rez , Esq.
Atomic Safety & Licensing Appeal Doard
Atomic Safety & Licensing Board Panel
Docket & Service Section (3 Copies)
E. M. Kelly
Timothy R. S. Campbell

September, 1985
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