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STATE OF MICHfGAN
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JAMES J. BLANCHARD, Govemor

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
3%O N LOGAN

' P o. Box 3o035, LANSING, MtCHIGAN 48909

GlontA R SMITH Ph D.. M P H , F. A A N . Owector

December 2,1985

Mr. Donald Sreniawski, Chief
Nuclear Materials Safety Section #2 -

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region III
799 Roosevelt Road
Glen Ellyn, Illinois 60137

r

Dear Mr. Sr,eniawski: ,

This letter is to confirm a November 20, 1985 telephone conversation between
you and Thomas Dykstra, of my staff, regarding our response to a vehicular
accident on November 15, 1985 in Franklin, Michigan, which involved radio-
active material specifically licensed by the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commis sion. The radioactive material was owned by Professional Service
Industries, Inc., which has been issued a U.S. NRC Materials License,
#12-16941-01.

Before actually arriving on the scene of the incident, phone / radio communi-
cation was established with the scene. Representatives of this Department
requested that the shipping manifests or other licensing information be
obtained from the vehicle driver, an employee of Professional Service
Industries, Inc. The driver, Clif f Andrews , was unable to produce any
documentation regarding the radioactive material for the police of ficers who
were on the scene.

,

Af ter arriving on the scene, Mr. Dykstra also requested this information and
documentation from James H. Standen, Vice President of Professional Service
Industries , Inc. , who had arrived af ter contact from the driver. Mr. Standen
indicated that the driver did not have any documentation with him or in the
vehicle. We believe that the failure to have shipping manifests or other
documentation pertaining to the radioactive source in the vehicle may be a
violation of the U.S. NRC or U.S. Department of Transportation regulations and
should be investigated by federal authorities.

We are also concerned about the driver's apparent lack of knowledge regarding
the nature of the radioactive material under his control and appropriate
emergency procedures to be followed in case of a minor accident. The police
had blocked off six lanes of traffic (during the rush hour) for a distance of
one mile north and one mile south of the accident scene, partly due to the
comments and attitudes of the driver. The driver did not describe the
radioactive device sufficiently to police officers so that they could request
advice f rom this Department and receive responsible advice in return.
Receiving brief, factual information from the driver would have been

especially helpful. As it was, only after our physicist arrived on the scene
i
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were we able to determine that the device was a moisture / density gauge
containing cesium-137 and americium-241, that the gauge was still within a

- Department of Transportation approved transportation container, and that the
container showed no evidence of damage.

)

Please forward to this office a copy of the results of any NRC investigation
1

I relative to this incident. We would also appreciate receiving the U.S. NRC's
j current policy regarding training for employees of licensees who are
; transporting radioactive material or devices containing radioactive material.
' We feel that, in this case, the employee should have .had more information i

regarding the device which he was transporting. Such information could have
been used to alleviate the confusion caused by this incident and reduce the
level of concern by local authorities.

) S incerely ,

BUREAU OF ' ENVIRONMENTAL
AND OCCU TIONAL HEALTH

j
__ .

| orge W. Bruchmann, Chief
j ivision of Radiological Health

GWB/TMD:ks

cc: Mr. Roland M. Lickus , Chief
' State and Government Affairs

U.S. NRC - Region III
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