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DAMON CLINICAL LABORATORIES

12 August 1985

Patricia J. Whiston

Materials Licensing Section

United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region III

799 Roosevelt Road

Glen Ellyn, Illinois 60137

Re: Control Number 18863
Dear Ms. Whiston:

In response to your letter of July 18th, 1985, we are responding to the
following items:

1. Users
Name Education Experience Type of Work Materials
Training
T. Akhtar M.S. 1983 to present Routine and esoteric 1125. CO57
RIA testing
L.G. Bekeris, M.D. 1974 to present Training in routine 1125, 057
and esoteric RIA
testing
K. Lynch,  MT(ASCP) 1968 to present  Routine and esoteric 1125, ¢0®7, 113
B.S. RIA testing
L. Janusz MT(HEW) 1983 to present Routine and esoteric 1125, 6057
RIA testing
B. Young MT(ASCP) 1957 to present Routine and esoteric 1125. CO57
RIA testing

2. Radiation Protection Officer (RPO)

Dr. L. G. Bekeris, Medical Director of Damon Clinical Laboratories, Berwyn, I1linois

will be the Radiation Protection Officer (RPO). As RPO Wis responsibilities include
the following:

RECEIVED

a: To ensure that all users (where appropriate) wear personnel monitoring

MISW"‘ when using radioactive material.
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b: To ensure that the use of radioactive material is by or under the direct
supervision of individuals specifically listed in our license.

¢: To ensure that radioactive materials are properly secured against unauthor-
ized removal at all times when not in use.

d: To perform routine inspections of all laboratories using or storing radio-
active materials.

e. To ensure that the personnel in RIA perform wipe tests, area surveys,
background counts and reference calibrator counts on a routine basis as
required by law.

f. To ensure that the terms and conditions of our license are met, and that
all required records are maintained.

3. Laboratory Rules: See attached.
4. Area Surveys: See attached.

I trust that this additicnal information is sufficient for your needs.

4
Sincerely yepr§g7 /
r b )l
ekeris, M.D.

Medical 6irector
Damon Clinical Laboratories
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Laboratory Safety Manual

GENERAL SAFETY REQUIREMENTS

m is prohibited in the technical work arcas. A burning cigai

is an ignition source to flammable solvents, and the handling of .
rettes from bench to mouth is a route of e¢xposure for both bocteri
certain toxic materials . such as mercury.

- Eati . nking arc prohibited in the technical work areas. It

poor laboratory practice and a source of contamination from spec imer
(blood ,; urine, feces, sputum) containing many different pathogens w
are handled daily in the technical 'work arcas and stored in the 1ihe
tory refrigerators.

€. Food is not permitted in technical refrigerators.

D. Application of cosmetics in the technical work arcas is prohibited.

E. Contact lenses, especially the soft ones, will absorb cortain solver
amd also constitute g hazard i splashes or spills, provide no prote
from splashes and may concentrate caustic material apainst the COrnea
prevent tears from washing a caustic away. YOU ARE STRONCLY ADVIGED
TO WEAR CONTACTS IN THE LABORATORY.

F. rye protection must be worn in all technical arcas when acids or i
materials are in use,

o

Clothing: Do not wear clothing with a high percentage of acctate
other highly flammable material. Laboratory coats should be worn
lab and removed when out of the lab. Shocs with open Loes are p
ited,

. Mair and beards: Hair shall be secured back and oif 11
such a manner as to prevent it from coming into contact wil G
materials and also to prevent shedding of organisms into th wou
This is especially true in bacteriology. 1t is also important to
hair out of moving machinery such as centriluges. Long beards are o
danger in regard (o moving equipment and all beards are o source of b
terial contamination.

I. Hand washing should be done frequently during the day, before leavis
laboratery, after contact with patients, and before cating or smokin

Joo Mouth pipetting is strictly prohibited. Automatic prpetting aids and
protective devices ave provided throughout the laboratory.

K. Exits and aisles must not be blocked in any way. No equipment | cha o
supplies or trash arc permitted in exit roules or areas.

L. Good housckecping wmust be observed, Keep your work arcas aeat and «|
Place trash in the proper receptacle, plassware in boxes.
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M.  Glassware:
i Do not use broken, chipped, etehed or stagred plasswarc. D
it.

- F Do not leave pipettes sticking out of bottles, flasks or beoak:

L, Pecontominate plass exposed to possible hepatitis-cont ining
ples Mace contaminated glassware in "Biohazard Baes” | "
clavine jo!liowd by a thovough eleanive and vins g

i Disposc o1 all bhroken ylassware in bow Fabor lod M€

place glass 1n the paper trash containers. (Disposal of Lok
plass aloag with paper and tvash is a hazard to the ¢ustodial

" Lent l'ifu:‘,t‘a:
Lo not operate centrifuges wnless the covers are cloood i
serofluges) Reep harr, beavds, neckties, hair vible ur ot
dangling wtems OUT OF THE WAY.
Du noet contrituge mncovered tubes of specimens (hlood, uri &
tum) or thamaable liquids. Ceatrifugation creates o vacuum and
volatilizes liquids, (Contaminated iloms become aerosols, 1lamd
Viquids become bombs, ete.) USE CAPS OR PARAF 1M,
v Autoclaves:
i Personncl should not operate autoclaves wntil they have been
oul in Lhe proper operat ion,
Do mot open watil both temperature and pressure are back to
Be surc iutake steam valve is off beifore opening.
., Use asbertos gloves when putting items into or remos ing ilem !
the autogl Ve,
Lousen «aps of any containers to allow cgualization of preasur.
tns ke vataners,. This preveoals explosions, boil<overs and e
Sions.
¥ Labelding of AL reagents is to ionelude: cont et , voncent i o
Feovaved or o pared, date opened, date vxpired, storapge requloomen
the initials of the preparer.
() Frovessing of Brolepical Hazardous Material -
Label al meus which bave a prooada it
bopat i HEnerers, ete, with bioboaoad ol
wear digposable plastie gloves for the PrOCesSine ol I i
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3. Be especially careful of keering your hands away from your face
while processing the specimen.

4. Absolutely no mouth pipotting as directed by general laboratory
guidelines.

- Before centrifuging, inspect tubes for cracks and double check
ceatrifuge for any glass.

6. Avoid decanting centrifuge tube. In case you decant, wipe off the
outer rim with disinfectant Beaucoup and paper towel Paper towels
are to be discarded into a specific orange plastic bag designated
for biological hazardous material

7 ny spills should be wiped with Beaucoup and a paper towel. Th
paper towels are discarded into a specific orange plastic bag
designated for biological hazardous material

8. Never leave possible biological hazardous tubes unattended

9. Contaminated material must be placed in orange biohazard bag and
autoclaved before disposal.

10. All specimens which are possible biological hazards when stored must

be stored in a refrigerator labeled "Caution: Radioactive Material
and Biohazard."
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- Check coat or apron with survey meter periodically to detect co
mination. =

SPILLS:
1. Capsules may be picked up with forceps.
i P Liquids:
a. Notify supervisor or safety officer.
b. Keep other personnel out of the area.
¢.  Put on rubber gloves and soak up the spill with absorbent paper.
Place the wet toweling in a plastic bag and add the gloves 1o (he
bag when finished. Place the bag behind adequate shielding to ¢
" before disposal.

d. Scrub the area with soap and water. Rinse adequately.

¢.  Survey the area with the portable rate meter to detect residual
contamination. Repeat washing if necessary.

i Wash hands thoroughly.
ENVIRONMENTAL AND PERSONNEL MONITORING:

I. Surveys:

d.  Monitor the work arca (perform wipe test), storage arca and s
receipt area at the end of each shift. Record results.

b. Tolerance limits:

(1) Surface areas should not exceed 200 mrem/hour .
(2) Three (3) foot distances should not excecd 10 mrem/hour .

(3) 100 square centimeter area should not exceed 200 dpm .

C. Corrective actions:

(1) Surface arcas found te exceed limits should be warhod

sofut,, (2hv/e v 24
(2) Excessive or unusvwal<ontaminat ion should be reported to
safety officer.
2. Persomnel monitoring:
a.  Film badges must be worn by all personnel.
b. Reports of environmental surveys and personnel exposure levels n

be available to employeces on request ,



