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UNITED STATES NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
Attention: Document Cortrol Desk
Washington, D. C. 20555

Reference: (a) License No. DPR-36 ( Docket No. 50-309 )

Subject: Maine Yankee Licensee Event Report 96-036, Entry into 3.0.A When
Exhaust Fan (FN-44) Shut Dewn

Gentlemen:

Please find enclosed Maine Yankee Licensee Event Report 96-036 . This report is
submitted in accordance with 10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)(i).

Please contact us should you have any questions regarding this matter.

Very truly yvours,

Yerr 0. UL

“James R. Hebert, Manager
Licensing & Engineering Support Department

mwf
Enclosure

c: Mr. Hubert Miller
Mr. J. T. Yerokun
Mr. D. H. Dorman
Mr. Patrick J. Dostie
Mr. Uldis Vanags

9612040030 96112
PDR ADOCK 503

s 05000309
030102

PDR
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On 10/31/96 Maine Yankee was operating at 90% steady state power.

The exhaust ventilation fans for the space occupied by the Low Pressure Safety Injection Pumps and
Containment Spray Pumps (Spray Building) were shut off to bypass the in-line filter assambly. The fans
were returned to service within 5 minutes.

Shutting the ventilation fans off renders the ECCS equipment located in the Spray Building inoperable per
Technical Specifications.This equipment consists of Low Pressure Safety Injection Pumps and Containmen
Spray Pumps. Since both trains became inoperable, this event place the plant in a condition prohibited by
Technical Specifications, and Technical Specification 3.0.A.2 was entered for the time period the fans
were off. The duration of the out of service condition was so short that a power reduction (required within
one hour) was not started.
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INITIAL PLANT CONDITIONS: i

On 10/31/96 Maine Yankee was operating at 90% power.

EVENT DESCRIPTION:

|
Background: The Spray Building contains both trains of Low Pressure Safety Injection pumps and Containment '
Spray Pumps - both of which rely on the exhaust fans (FAN) to provide ventilation when operating in the Emovqoncy
Core Cooling Mode. Two exhaust fans are provided with one normally in operation, and one in standby. The pumps 1
are considered inoperable if the exhaust fans are not operable. The process of bypassing the filter assembly ;
associated with these fans renders the fans not operable for a brief period of time. Since both trains are affected by |
this action, the plant entered Tech Spec 3.0.A.2 , and commenced the LER reporting procnss. '

In order to protect the filter internals from paint fumes, it is customary to bypass the filter assemblies of ventilation !

systems when painting is taking place in the ventilated space. A crew of painters was at work in the Spray Building
during the period of interest.

Event:

Since painting activities were planned for the Spray Building, the fans were stopped in order to aliow the filters to
be aligned in the bypass mode using procedure 1-12-3 (Control Area Ventiiation). The fans were stopped twice:
once to align the filters in the bypass mode, and once to return the filters to the in-line position. In both instances
the fans were off for less than 5 minutes. J

31 Oct. 1615 - fan stopped
31 Oct. 1620 - fan restarted

1Nov. 0145 - fan stopped
1Nov. 0149 - fan started

SAFETY SIGNIFICANCE:

The safety significance is minimal for this event based on the short duration of unavailability and the continuous
presence of an operator capable of returning the fans to service.

CAUSAL FACTORS:

The procedural guidance for bypassing the Spray Building Exhaust Filter contains a note alerting operations
personnell that inoperable exhaust fans “affec.s T.S. 3.6 (Emergency Core Cooling and Containment Spray
Systems! Remedial Action”. The note does not specifically state that both trains of Low Pressure Safety Injection
erd Containment Spray will be rendered inoperable and entry into Tech Spec 3.0.A.2 is required.

CORRECTIVE ACTIONS:

Painting activities in the Spray Building have been stopped.

The procedure for changing the exhaust fans had been modified to prevent entering Tech Spec 3.0.A.2 as a
corrective action from a previous LER (94-009-00). That event occurred as a result of stopping the fans to enable
the fans to be swapped.
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: The procedure section for bypassing the Exhaust Filters (section 5.12) continues to require entry into Tech Spec
3.0.A.2 because the bypass dampers are not designed to be manipulated with the fans in operation.

The Licensing Section is working to provide an administrative solution which will avoid LER reporting when the
| exhaust fans are stopped for the purpose of bypassing the filters.

| SIMILAR EVENTS:
Similar events have been reported in LER 93-010, and LER 94-009.

J_______—_—________—__—___.—
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