PR EEai R S

()jﬁce Mema/andum * UN.ITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO H

FROM

SUBJBCT:

Harold L. Price, Director DATE: December 1, 1559
K vision of Licensing and Regulstion

Yorrest Western, Deputy Director \4/
Office of Health and dafety ‘r/{/v L

LICEREING OF URANIUM FOR USE IN COLOR COMPOUNDE FOR CERANIC TULE AND
GLAES BUILDING ELOCKS

HE: %

Beveranl months ago on the tasis of preliminary messurements of
rediation levels from small samples of ceramic tile, spplications
for the use of uranium in color compounds to be used in ceramic
tile and glass building blocke were held in sbeyance pending further
study of this subject.

Folliowing conversations with representatives of manufacturers of
color compounds, arrangements vere made for sawples of cermmic tile
from two menufucturers and the building blocks from ope manufacturer
to oe submitted “o thne Health and Safety Laboratory, KYOO, for more
accuratle radiation measurements.

A report op the first of tanese wranium glaszed tiles from Vitro vas
oade by W, B. Harris, HAHBL, July 29, 1959 and copies were sent by
us to Mr. Rogers arnd Mr. Delaney, Beptember 8, 1959. Ao additional
copy 1s sttached to this memorandum.

During the past month we have received reporte on the second batch
of tile and the glass building blocks. Coples are attached.

It 18 of interest to note that in the second batch of tile the airha
radiation at the surface wms found w be 5,000 dpm/100 sq. cm. as
compared to no measuradblie activity from the first batch of tile and
from the glass bulliding blocks. This observation indicates that any
over-glage covering the ccloring material oo this tile must have been
very thin and tust the beta rediation wae higher than it would have
bean vith & relatively thick over-glaze.

It 1% the recommendatian of the Office of Hea'th and Bafety that in
consideration of the levels of radiation observed fram these tile
and the possibility that cermmic tile containing wrenium would be
used in s0iid color om bathroom welle and possibly on bathroow
floors, that licensing of uranium for this puwrpose be held in
abeyance until & dafinitive Commission and, prefersdly, & defini-
tive Pederal policy in this field can bpe established. It is
suggested that sll color manufacturers with sppiications pending
be advised that this is the present position of the Commission.
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Iz this cummsection we amve & lAtter o faquiry from the Tile Qouweell
of Ameries, Ine. of which & Wrerwerax copy (s «iisshed ‘unpather wite
g Araf™ Teply, prepared for yeor comr iderwiion wad schamTes €.
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Be would Likw 30 discuss this mitject rurther befers wiking &
definlte recommendstior.
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