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, Several months ago on the basis of preliminary measurements of
| radiation levels from small samples of ceramic tila, applications

for the use of uranium in color compounds to be used in ceramic
tile and glass building blocks were held in abeyance panding further
study of this subject.

Following conversations with representatives of manufacturers of
color compounds, arrangements were made for sarples of ceramic tile
from two manufacturers and the building blocks from one amarafacturer
to be submitted to the Health and Safety Imboratory, N100, for more

| accurate radiation measurements.

A report on the first of taese uranium glazed tiles from Vitro was
! made by W. B. Harris, EAHL, July 29, 1959 and copies were sent by

us to Mr. Rogers and Mr. Delaney, September 8, 1959 An additional
copy is attached to this mem randum.

During the past month we have received reports on the second batch
of tile and the glass building blocks. Copies are attached.

It is of interest to note that in the second batch of tile the alpha
radiation at the surface was foand to be 9,000 dpe/100 sq. em. as
compared to no measurable activity from the first batch of tile and
from the glass building blocks. This observation indicates that any
over-glase covering the coloring material on this tile must have been
very thin and that the beta rsdiation was higher than it would have
been with a relatively thick over-glaze.

It is the recommendation of the Office of Health and Safety that in
consideration of the levels of radiation observed from these tile
and the possibility that eeramic tile contminim_r uranium would be
used in solid color on'bathrocun walls and possibly on bathroom
floors, that 1.icensing of uranium for this purpose be held in
abeyance until a definitive nnemmission and, preferably, a defini-
tive Ftedarsi policy in this field can be established. It is
suggested that all color manufacturers with applications panAina
be advised that this is the present position of the Commission.
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Droll.L. Price -2- Re:misbar 2., i m

In this causection ise hve a latter nr izquiry .from the Sila Con =clli

of Amerion, Inc. of which a thesinstata copy is actmahed tragstbar with
a draft reply, preymredL for yact ocariAeration und acanztres.e.

'|:n regard, to the glass traf Wmr blodtc lue ese '. Ass certain se to 9e
;

l posit.ioe insich should be todama. Se belisw hat tasy pz% involve i

less hasart them the tila amt only sectumme + Jam rediatie. levels are
saneubst laser but necsuas a laras portion of their same 1susCA prote-

| ably be in im&astrial badWy ratheer than 11 homas or sc.w:ds.
We isould 1 Den to discsmas this stA:At nartJerr he$se ==trina a
definite ro M iar-

.

Attach =arrts :

') Copy semmo Y. 3. Earris i.e E. A1imm lotych, dates T[ 10/.)f39
2) Cojtr " , ested b . 9" " " "

; hted. U l'4/TS" " " '

%jCoy7"
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Dopy cf "ile Ormc11 c,.f Imperie.4, Ir.::. Jatter to ~JElatic, dra 10/9/39
;

|

5, Cary draft letter to Tile Get.m .11 cf Asteriss, IAc.
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cc C. L. Ihtahaus, W.D,. DLrt.ator, IEBf
R . L. Kirk, Dury. R!.r . , 14it.
J. C. Esimmey, I4it
P. O. Jaegnes, Chief, T.nfo 1mutica Sarvies Ersach, 2:IA
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