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U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission ,

Region til
801 Warrenville Road
Lisle,IL 60532-4351 ;

1

Dear Sir or Madam: i
|

NRC license 34-07269-02 j
|

RE: 30-DA Y REPORT OF INCIDENT

On October 12,1996 at approximately 1900 hours, a line ruptured near vessel that utilized a
nuclear device, Ohmart model A2102 in a SH-100 holder, for level measurement. The source
was involved in flame from approximately 1900 hours on October 12,1996 until the fire was !

extinguished at approximately 0510 hours October 13,1996. The source is 100 mCuries of Cs |

137. ;

Once the fire was extinguished, it was essential that limited number of craftsmen enter the |

vicinity to take measure to prevent further potential release of flamma! M vapors. Before entry |
was allowed, the RSO Maureen Sullivan surveyed the area where work was to be done with a

'

Ludlum Measurement Model 19. Background readings away from the area were 5 - 10 uR /
hour. At the location where scaffold was erected the readings increased to between 25 - 60 uR / |

'hour. Representative workers also wore pencil dosimeters, S.E. International Pen 200
mRoentgen. Readings were all below 5 milliroentgen for the total duration of their tasks which
was about 1 1/2 to 2 hours trom start to finish.

Chuck Jackson of Texas Nuclear had been called late Saturday and arrived on scene at
approximately 0130 hours Sunday, October 13,1996. At that time the fire was still burning the ,

!fuel source could not be clearly identified or isolated, it was believed to be a line that was not
capable of being isolated and estimated time for burn out was 24 hours or more. I requested that
Mr. Jackson stay at a local motel due to the uncertainty of duration. He opted to return home.
Onec the fire was out, Mr. Jackson was again called at approximately 0710. Since his travel time
is at least 2.5 hours, the area was isolated and entry denied to the area. Proximate entry to the |

| source was not readily available as the firc had destroyed or made unsafe, the normal access I

ladders. (The source is located on the second deck, above grade.) Ohmart was also contacted
and asked to respond to the plant. Mr. George Brown arrived at approximately 1400 hours
Attached to this report are copies of both wipe tests and / or reports from TN and Ohmart.
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From the time Mr. Jackson arrived on site the second time, until the source was taken off site by
,

Mr. Brown, nuclear activities were handled by Mr. George Gregory, alternate RSO. '

Removal of the device from the vessel was done by Chuck Jackson of TN and possession of the
device is currently with Ohmart, who removed the source and holder from our site.

]

A verbal report was filed the NRC region III office on October 14,1996 with the duty officer and !

John Midera. It took until October 30,1996 for me to get written confirmation / reports of wipe i

tests performed by Mr. Jackson and Mr. Brown.
]

An amendment has been submitted to NRC for this license. Ohmart no longer makes the same
style holder as the original. The source and all other aspects are expected to remain the same.
I have requested in the amendment that the review be expedited as unit start up depends on this
device and is expected to be ready for shipment from Ohmart by November 22,1996. The new
holder is model Sii-F2.

Quicker response for removal or securing of the nuclear device was not possible due to the
inability to isolate the fuel source of the fire,

i

Sincerely, |
!
i
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Wb&
\

Maureen A. Sulhvan -)
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