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Mr. C. Lance Terry-
TU Electric
Group Vice President, Nuclear
Attn: Regulatory Affairs Department.

P. O. Box 1002
Glen Rose, TX 76043 |

!

SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO SAFETY EVALUATION OPEN ITEMS ON COMANCHE PEAK STEAM {
ELECTRIC STATION, UNIT 1 REGARDING THERM 0-LAG CABLE FUNCTIONALITY '

ISSUES (TAC NO. M85536) !
.

Dear Mr. Terry:

By letter dated October 24, 1996, Texas Utilities Electric (TU Electric) I
submitted responses to the seven open items in the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) staff's safety evaluation on cable functionality dated
May 22, 1996. The NRC safety evaluation was the culmination of several years
of correspondence, meetings, and phone calls to reach technical resolution on
cable functionality for Comanche Peak Steam Electric Station (CPSES), Unit 1.
In addition to carefully reviewing your submittals and engineering reports,
the NRC staff observed the testing performed on the test configurations in
question. The NRC staff reviewed your October 24, 1996, letter and notes that
it does not address all of the staff's original concerns. Furthermore, the
letter provides new information not previously provided during the original
submittals or in your responses to staff's requests for additional l

-

information. We are concerned that this information has been previously '

available to you, but was not provided to us, and that the resolution of the
CPSES Thermo-lag issues have been too protracted. The NRC has become
increasingly concerned that licensees have not expeditiously resolved their
Thermo-lag issues.

The NRC staff would like to understand TU Electric's position regarding these
open items; specifically, why your responses to date have not addressed all
the open items, and why the new information provided in your October 24, 1996,
response was not previously presented to the staff. To facilitate communica-
tion of these cable functionality issues, a meeting has been scheduled for
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Mr. C. Lance Terry -2-

December 5,1996, in the Region IV office. The goal of this meeting is to
reach final technical resolution on cable functionality issues at CPSES,
Unit 1.

Sincerely,

sutLL- 1.

illiam D, "eckner, Director
Project Divectorate IV-1
Division of Reactor Projects III/IV
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation j

l
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December 5, 1996, in the Region IV office. The goal of this meeting is to
reach final technical resolution on cable functionality issues at CPSES,
Unit 1.

Sincerely,

WifbhmYkkNhrf61 rector
Project Directorate IV-1
Division of Reactor Projects III/IV
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I Mr. C. Lance Terry
TU Electric Company Comanche Peak, Units 1 and 2

1

cc:

Senior Resident Inspector Honorable Dale McPherson
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission County Judge
P. O. Box 1029 P. O. Box 851
Granbury, TX 76048 Glen Rose, TX 76043

Regional Administrator, Region IV Office of the Governor
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission ATTN: Susan Rieff, Director
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 400 Environmental Policy
Arlington, TX 76011 P. O. Box 12428

Austin, TX 78711
Mrs. Juanita Ellis, President
Citizens Association for Sound Energy Arthur C. Tate, Director
1426 South Polk Division of Compliance & Inspection
Dallas, TX 75224 Bureau of Radiation Control

Texas Department of Health
Mr. Roger D. Walker 1100 West 49th Street
TU Electric Austin, TX 78756-3189
Regulatory Affairs Manager
P. O. Box 1002
Glen Rose, TX 76043

Texas Utilities Electric Company
c/o Bethesda Licensing
3 Metro Center, Suite 610
Bethesda, MD 20814

George L. Edgar, Esq.
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius
1800 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036-5869
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