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as announced by the national board, March 1978

The League of Women Volers of the Unlied Siates believes thal {he Unlied States cannot end
should not sustaln iy hsiorical rate ol cnup‘ consumpiion. Nol only a3 & responsible
!

member of the world communlly b als0 In the national interest, the Uniled Sisles muy

make § significan) and progressive reduction In Us encrgy growth rele, To schigve fhis gosl,

the naflon musl dewelop'and Implement energy siralegles that =while u\dng sccouni ol

dilferences In the needs and resources of sisles and reglons—ghe prececence 1o the

“national good.

Between now and the year 2000, while arriving of long-lerm encrgy sirplegles, the

' Un“lc‘d Siates shovid develop and Jse & mix ol eneray sources bosed on the kollowing

policles:

» Top priorlly must be ghen 10 conservaliom rentwoble resolrees, especlally solar hesting
pnd cooling, bloconversion and wind: and the environimentally sound use of coel.

¢ Dependence on Imporied energy sunplies must be reduced.

o Decause Nnlle supplies of domesiic ol and natural gos inus! be conscived. reflance on

fhese sources should nol be Increased

o o Rellance on nuclesr Nasion (light wale! reaciors) should nol be incressed. Speclol

shiention must be ghen 1o soMng wes'e disposal end other heslih and salery problems

associaled with this energy source ,

Deyond the yesr 2000, the Unied Siales should rely predominantly on renewnble

resources. To make this change possible, the lederal government should:

"o ghve lop priorlly to consenalion and lo the development and ust ol solar heating end

* cooling. solar mcmclr( snd bloconversion!

v emphasize energyellicient technologies, especially cogeneralion and disiric! hesling;

~# gupport the development of luslon 8nd geothermal energy.

o ghe exiremely jow priotlly to the plsonium breeder repciof.

To schieve 8 reduced energy growin rsie nd (he oplimum mix of sources and lechnologles,
the federal government should:

o Use resesrch and development (unds, lax Incenlites and loan guaraniees lo encoursge
business, Indusiry and Indiidus| consumers 10 consenve energy and 1o shib toward l?w
developmienl ‘and vse of renewsble resources.

o use tax disincenihves fo promale energy conservelion end. In the case of individusl
consumers, 1o loster (he vse of renewable resources.

@ ¢ graduallyderegulale oll snd naturs! ges prices and ol the same lime lax windlall profys
afiributable to deregulation;

@ y¢1 mandatory standards for energy consenelion

. Federal standards and compliance limeiables that protect (he environmeni should nol be
relaxed In pursull of netlonal energy gools.
In developing national energy siralcgles. ihe lederal government should spresd costs and
benelis (environmental, soclal, economic, health) a3 tquiiably o8 possible. In heening with
My eriterion, stales and reglons should iske slep* lo maximize conservalion and lo willize
ihelr Indigenous, renewable resources There shauld be assistance for low-income Individv
als, when changes would bear unduly of the ‘poot

In the distribution of roles and responsibilities, the following pringipies should spol
o The processes used 1o develop and Implement nslional energy sirstegles should ghe A

may s¢l more siringen! standards. within the conlext of national palicy. Implemeniation and
enforcement of national siandarés should be primarlly ot the stale
o Sigles and reglons should coopersle WAih each other and with the {ederal govarnmeni 1o

schieve national energy goals.
¢ Public undersianding snd coopersiion are essentlal 10 the success of any nelionsl energy
sirategy. Clilzen parficipetion In decision making musi be sssured ol every governmenisl

level.

wolce 1o all levels of government.
¢ The lederal government should s¢! national siandards 10 teach policy pbjeciives. Sieles

/
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By BETTY JOHNSON
Soecia i e Aegrter Star

i am writing this column to
add important material that
should have been inclnded in the
recent article, "Safety standards®
about the Byron nuclear power
plant (Byron plant.}

As natural resources chair of
the Rockford League of Women
Voters, the committee members
and | are responsible for a local
program item that includes “con-
tinuing to menitor the Byron
plant safety procedures ™

This program item eriginated
from the league’s intervention in
the operating license (OL) for the

- The national league’s poeition
on nuclear power states: “Nuclear
fission (light water reactors)
should not be increased and spe-
cial attention must be given to
=0lving waste disposal and pmb-

ill monitors g

energy

the Nuclear

Regulatory Commussion a pet:-

. tion to intervene in the opesating
hcense for the
DAARE and
tervention effort. On Jan. 13,
1954, after extensive local hear-

R Atorie Safe-
design

Joined our in-

for an appeal of the OL decision.

ey’ O Plant

July and August of 1984, an

lems associat- | for the Byron was pranted
16, 1984, by the NRC's
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