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4 UNITED STATES,

E, E NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
if WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-0001

February 19, 1997*,,,,,

John P. Claassen

SUBJECT: EXPIRATION OF SENIOR OPERATOR LICENSE

Dear Mr. Claassen:

This letter is to confirm our understanding that your Senior Operator License
has expired and from discussions with you that you will not operate the
reactor or perform licensed-required functions until your license is renewed.

The NRC staff recognizes that there was confusion over changes in the
regulations among a number of facilities and individuals with regard to
license renewal, and that your activities have been as required by the
NRC-approved requalification program for your facility. However, as a
licensed operator, you have a personal responsibility to ensure that you
comply with all the provisions of your license, including ensuring that you
have an active license if you perform licensed activities. Faiiure to comply
with license requirements in the future could result in enforcement action
against you.

NRC inspection at your facility determined that the facility allowed you to
perform duties that require an operator license after your license had
expired. A copy of the associated inspection report and enforcement action is
enclosed.

You are not required to respond to this letter. However, if you choose to
provide a response, please provide it to me within 30 days at the U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission, Mail Stop 011-B20, Washington, D.C. 20555. |
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John P. Claassen -2- February 19, 1997 I
1

iSection 2.790 of the NRC's " Rules of Practice," Part 2, Title 10, Code of i

Federal Regulations, requires that records or documents compiled for
enforcement purposes be placed in the NRC Public Document Room (PDR). A copy
of this letter with your address removed, and your response, if you choose to
submit one, will be placed in the PDR.

If you have any questions or comments, please contact me at (301) 415-2170.

Sincerely,
)
:
1Original signed by:

Seymour H. Weiss, Director l
Non-Power Reactors and Decommissioning

Project Directorate

Division of Reactor Program Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosure.
Inspection Report 50-131/97-01

License No. S0P-43518
Docket No. 55-40560-

cc w/ enclosure: John J. Phillips, Director
Veterans Administration Medical Center, TRIGA Reactor
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