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While in the process of installing a permanent access ladder over a dike to a
high radiation area, the ladder was left unattended without restricting access
to prevent unauthorized entry. This situation was discovered by an Auxiliary
Operator approximately four hours after the access ladder had been left
unattended. Immediate corrective action involved dismantling the ladder until a
locked gate could be installed. This incident is in violation of station

technical specifications which require that locked doors or gates be provided to
prevent unauthorized or inadvertent entry into high radiation areas. This
incident is reportable per 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(1)(B).
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Background

On August 3, 1985 at 1800 hours, plant Operations personnel discovered an
unattended and unlocked access to a high radiation area. This situation had
been created when plant Maintenance personnel were installing a permanent ladder
that was intended to be utilized for access to a diked tank farm. The ladder
was left installed at the end of the work day without a locked gate, control
device, or any established administrative means to restrict access.

Reportability

This incident is reportable because an unrestricted access to a high radiation
area constitutes a condition prohibited by plant Technical Specification 6.13.1

(10CFR50. 73 (a)(2)(1) (B)) .

Safety Assessment

Radiation surveys taken August 3, 1985 indicate that general area radiation for
the improperly accessed area were up to 100 mrem /hr with two local hot spots
measuring 1.5 Rem /hr and 4.0 Rem /hr on contact. All personnel working on the
backshift were questioned whether this unrestricted access to the high radiation
area had been utilized. It was determined that no exposure had been incurred as
a result of this incident as no personnel had entered via this ladder.

Root Cause

The subject Technical Specification violation can be attributed to a deficiency
in the communication of information to the Maintenance personnel physically
installing the ladder.

This miscommunication occurred in two ways:

o The plant Assistant Radiation Protection Supervisor of Operations verbally
instructed the job supervisor of the requirement to remove the ladder if
the locked gate had not been installed by the end of the work shift. This
requirement was not noted on the Radiation Work Permit.

o The job supervisor neglected to inform the field personnel of the
requirement to remove the ladder. Additionally, this requirement was not
noted on the Work Order.

Although the requirements to restrict access to the high radiation area had been
properly identified, there were no verbal or written communications to the field
personnel to provide instruction.

The field design documentation and drawings for the access ladder addressed the
requirement for a locked access gate, however, the field personnel utilizing
this information were not cognizant of the Technical Specification requirements.
Hence, improper sequencing for the installation of the locked gate resulted.
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Corrective Action

Upon discovering this out-of-compliance condition, plant Operations personnel
immediately dismantled the partially installed ladder and positiored it such
that access to the high radiation area was not possible. Subsequently, the
ladder was reinstalled with a locked gate at the base of the ladder.

Actions taken to prevent recurrence of this incident involved instruction of
Maintenance job supervisors on high radiation _ area access requirements.

Similar Occurrences

No similar events with unrestricted access to high radiation areas are known to
have happened previously at Connecticut Yankee.
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CONNECTICUT YANKEE ATOMIC POWER COMPANY

HADDAM NECK PLANT
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September 3, 1985

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
Washington, D. C. 20555

Reference: Facility Operating License No. DPR-61
Docket No. 50-213
Reportable Occurrence LER 50-213/85-020-00

Gentlemen:

This letter forwards the Licensee Event Report 85-020-00, required to be
submitted within thirty days, pursuant to the requirements of 10CFR50.73
(a)(2)(1) as required by Connecticut Yankee Technical Specifications.

Very truly yours,

e

Richard H. Graves
Station Superintendent

RHG:JDB/dfv
Attachment: LER 85-020-00 ,

cc: Dr. T. E. Murley, Region I
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