N February 7, 1997

Mr. Walter D. Dabney

Superintendent

Southeast Utah Group

National Park Service

Arches and Canyonlands National Parks
Natural Bridges National Monument
Moab, Jtah 84532-2995

SUBJECT: DETECTION LIMITS FOR ATLAS CORRECTIVE ACTION PROGRAM
Dear Mr. Dabney:

Thank you for your letter of January 23, 1997, in which you discuss detection
Timits reported by Atlas Corporation in its December 16, 1996 report to the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission. You expressed concern that the detection
limits for some constituents were too high and identified the detection limits
recommended by the National Park Service for 12 constituents.

The December 16 report was prepared by Atlas in conformance with Condition 17
of Atlas’ NRC license which requires Atlas to submit that report annually.
The purpose of the report is to document the volume of water pumped out the
tailings pile and the mass of constituents removed, not to characterize the
leachate. Thus, the report documents that the dewatering system recovered
approximately 907,350 gallons of leachate with 259,103 pounds of dissolved
constituents in 1996. Sulfate, at a concentration of 25,200 mg/L, accounted
for 204,044 pounds: sodium, at 5700 mg/L, accounted for 46,153 pounds; while a
minor constituent, nickel, at 0.5 mg/L, only accounted for 4.1 pounds.
Constituents that were undetected accounted for only trivial amounts of the
mass removed by the dewatering system.

NRC recognizes, that for purposes of characterizing groundwater contamination,
lower limits of detection than those used by Atlas in the December 16 report,
may be required. If vou have any questions, piease contact the NRC project
manager for Atlas, Dr. Myron Fliegel, at (30]1) 415-6629.

Sincerely,

Joseph J. ‘oJonich, Chief
Uranium Recovery Branch
Division of Waste Management
Office of Nuclear Material Safety
and Safeguard
cc: See attached list
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Addressees for Letter Dated: [ebruary 7, 1997

Mr. Richard Blubaugh

Vice President of Environmental
and Government Affairs

Atlas Corporation

370 Seventeenth Street, Suite 3150

Denver, Colorado 80202

Mr. John E. Cook, Reg. Dir.
Rocky Mountain Region

National Park Service

U.S. Department of the Interior
12795 Alameda Parkway

P.0. Box 25287

Denver, Colorado B80225-0287

Dale Edwards

Radi2’ n Protection Coordinator
Atls Jrporation

P.0. sux 1207

Moab, Utah 834532

Peter Haney

Grand County Council
125 East Center
Moak, Utah 84533

Bill Hedden

Grand County Council
125 East Center
Moab, Utah 84533

Dan Kimball, Chief

Water Resources Division
National Park Service

U.S. Department of Interior
1201 Oakridge Drive, Suite 250
Fort Collins, Colorado 80525

William Lamb

Associate State Director

Bureau of Land Management

324 South State Street

Salt Lake City, Utah 84111-2303

Milton K. Lammering

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region VIII

999 18th Street, Suite 500

Denver, Colorado 80202-2405

Marcia Moore

w0760

Bureau of Land Management
1849 C Street, NW
Hashington, DC 20240

Kerry Moss

National Park Service
Mining and Minerals Branch
P.0. Box 25287

Denver, Colorado 80236

Vijai Rai

Senior Environmental Review Officer

Office of Environmental Policy and
Compliance

U.S. Department of the Interior

1849 C Street, NW

Mail Stop 2340

Washington, DC 20240

Robert M. Reed, Supervisor

Environmental Analysis and
Assessment Section

Oak Ridge National Laboratory

Bethel Valley Road

P.0. Box 2008

Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37831-6200

Gabrielle Sigel

Jenner & Block

One IBM Plaza

Chicago, I1linois 60611

William J. Sinclair, Director
Jivision of Radiation Control
Department of Environmental Quality
State of Utah

168 North 1950 West

P.0. Box 144850

Salt Lake City, Utah 84114.4850

Anthony J. Thompson

Shaw, Pittman, Potts & Trowbridge
2300 N Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20037-1128



Christine Turk, Chief
Branch of Compliance
National Park Service
12795 W. Alameda Parkway
P.0. Box 25287

Denver, Colorado 80225

Robert D. Williams

State Supervisor

Fish and Wildlife Service

U.S. Department of Interior

145 E 1300 S #404

Salt Lake City, Utah 84115-5400

Wes Wilson

U.S. EPA - Region 111

999 18th Street, Suite 500
Denver, Colorade 80202-2405



