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Mavin | Lewis
3133 | arfield St
Phila., 'A 19136
(215)676 1291

M John (C Hovle

Secretary of the Commission

U. S Nuclear Regulatory Commuission

Attn - Chief of Docketmg and Services Branch

Washingion, D C. 205550001

Dear Scerctary and Commussioners.

demmumywmmnsmdwbmmsminglsm
papas. | a a member of the public and a 1cluctant customa of nuclcw power
plants | beheve that fae critena of standmg and mterest allows me to comment and
have mv comments ‘aeard

I wish 1o oby axct 1o the pejoralive, Stakeholder * Unless vou are painting mie
as holding a steke 1) the heait of the nucled) power vampiie, vou ate painiiing
picture that | find offensive

Nudlua power has tuned inlo 8 vampuc, dramung much wodod mvestment

Cycle ”

Shuttmg down the expensive und counter productive nuclear fuel cycle 1s 4
much needsd addition (o the impaortant conside ations which have been amitied from
the issue papers. Shutting down the nuclear fuel cycle would reduce many of the
conocrtts eapiessed throughout the DSIs. Shutting down the nuclear fucl cycle would
rmnmyufdn'mdm'mfncmgmnlw waste and burgeoning nuclear cost
problems Shuttmg down the nucleas fuel cvcle would 1ccstablish the public fiust in
a government burdened with charges of supplymg crack cocame m 1. A fo

smuggling m the Mena Awrport to myecting plutonium nto unknowing victims

PDR

NRC Suategic Assessment and Rebascluung
Process Paper
Overall Objectives
«§ Provide a basis for reconciliation of ageucy strategic objectives to available
resou ocs 0 1t resow ces constraiits do not define the end stiategic osults

My comment contams the assumption that this sentence 1S more than
go\ emmentcse r gobbledegoak [ beireve that this sentence means something along
the line of meetmy ihe agency - chjecties withm budget | beoeve thai me 1me the
Agency s ol tives within budget would be casia 10 do if the Agency leained 10
write in plam | nglish instead of govemmeiitese and gobbledegook "
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Stakcholda wvolvemont
How to File a Comment

The closing daie for comments is November 15, 1996 Considoring the length
and the usual poor effort to mvolve the public the closing date for comments 1<
excruciating short. | am surc that the NRC made Herculean cfforts to mclude the
mdustry, but { doubt that the NRC made the same effort to mciude environmental
and citizen action non-governmental ot ganizations

Strategic Manuing Framework
Introduction Page 2

I commend the NRC for il obscrvations concaining indusiiy economics
mtroducmg new cmplexities, decime m NR( resources, public mterest remams
high, and technology and other social trends arc changmng.

I Go not commend the NR(' for appropriateness of response (o these
observatians ot economic changes, NRC 1esouices, and teclmology and sowial
trends | have a movie called the Abyss on my VCR winle | prepare these comments
This movic was filmed inswde a nuclca rcactor that was ucvel fimished. The utthity
determined that leaving the nuclear power plant was cheaper than completing 1. |
hope that the NRC sces the wisdom of stopping the nuclcar fucl cycle as scvaral
utilsties have seen the wisdom of sioppmg the completion of nuclear power plants

Fconomics. social trends and technology arc changing. [ hope that the NR¢'
will wake up to these changes Stappimg the nuclear fuel cycle m the tace of these
changes seives the greatest good

NRC's Mission, Vision and Guals. Puge 8
Goals U “That its (NRC's) regulations are consistent with other . internationally
recognized standards - to the greatest cxtent possible”
‘The NRC' does not seem to understand the ramifications of the General
t on | reatics and Trade. We must mect the international standards or be
“rect to World Trade Orgamization sanctions We have lost National soverergnty
over ow own regulations thaough GATT. Article XV1. 4 “Fach Member shall
ensure the conformity of its laws, regulations and adminstrative procedures with its
obligation ss provided i the annexed Agrecments
By signing onto the GATT the US has placed itself in the position of meetung
and pot exce.Jing infcrnational reg:ation. Whereve: NRC rcgulation dificr- from
mtemational regulation, the Wi may sanchon the LISA
“Thus 15 a tine kettle of fich you have gotten us mnto, Olhe
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NRC Strategic Assessment and Rebaselming
Strategic Planning Framework
NRC'’s Strategic Arenas
Ovarview of Stategic Arcnas

The NRC assures safe opcration, usc and management of nucicar reactors,
use and handling, and management of radioactive waste Conswdermg the long
histary of Thermolag, Rosemount valves and mryi iad other 1ssues, this reader 15 nol
assured ‘1his section 1s wordy. self-laudatory and without basis

Mission Cnabluwg Sualegi Areas

The NRC has counter -productive methods to build public trust
| Reduces or el mates fines when the violation has been of long duration
7 Allows materials such as Thermolag to remain i use despite a long history of
violation and extensive use
3 “protects whistleblowers by openly decla ing how the whistleblower wained the
NRC of the violation allowing the violator to track the whistleblower by telephane
or other revonds.
4 Allows and aids licensees to return to operation despite a long and dangerous
hastory of violations as m the cases of the restart of Thaoe Mile Island No. |, TVA
reactars, and many other mstances to0 nimmerons (o mclude herc

Supporting  Objectives m the International Area

[ repeat my comments above about the NRC's misunderstanding of GA Tl

The NRC does not seem 1o understand the ramifications of the Cieneral
Agrecment on Trcatics and Trade. We must mect the international standards ot be
subjoct to World Trade Organization sanctions. We have lost National sovereignty
over ow own 1cgulations thiough GATT, Article XV1. 4 “Each Member shall
ensure the conformity of its laws, regulations and admmistrative procedures with its
obligation as provided m the annexed Agrecments -

Hy signing onto the (i * 17 the 17S bas place ' dself m the | wition of meetmg
and not exceeding international regulation. Where.e NRC regulation differs iom
international regulation. the WTO may sancti.in the USA.

“This is a finc kettle of fish vou have gotten us mto, Ollic.
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The NRC ' Safety Phulosophy
Defcnse in Depth

Defensc in depth requucs thal defenscs e maintained Any nulitary tactician
will explam that a harmer which 18 not detendod and mamtamed will be breached
mNRc‘mmummmmedndmauymMumwcasc
of Thetmolag or may actually fail as m the case Leak before Hreak technology in
Japan and elsewhere

I do not believe that this kmd of history embodies a proper satety culture m or
out of the nuclcar industry.

D8I 2 Oversight of the Depatment 04 ner gy

| am disgusted that Congress has legisiatively exempted an agency of the
Federal € v ermment in peacetime from the same regulation that commercial users
must endute [lis is sumila to the Congress exempling itself fiom the labor and
sexual harassment laws which it did m the past [xempting agencies of the | ederal
governmeni fiom regulation by other agencics of the Federal government destiovs
any hope of public trust, and nightfully so.

1| 4 NRC s Relabonship with Agreement Nates

The reason for Agreement State status has been access to tinancial axd from
the Federal povernment Smoe the Federal government s reducing financial add 1o
the States the 1 eds should provide an easv means for States to exat from Agrecment
Statcs obligations

DSI S Low | evel Waste

The NR¢" has had 2 long hustory of problems with sitmg new low level wastc
sites (.. /R should reduc. or elimmate i(s attempts [, Site pew low level waste
sites The NRC should emphasize its regulatory tole 1 low level waste siting and
stop acting as a promotional agency which it 1s not

The DOE was created to 1eplace ERDA as the promotional pail of the
Federal got enunent’s part in nuclear powet The NRC was chartered as te
regulatony paut of the I edcral governaent’s pait in nuckom power The NRC clugges
foos tor its rogulatory functione (f the NR¢ «tuck to 1ts regulatory funchions
oxclusively. the NRC would ha o 8 lot ieoe tmnancial problem; such as “de-lme n
appropriated resources




DSI 6 ligh Level Waste and Spent [ vel

The nuclear indutrywule.ddowudwpmmmpuhbvlhepmmm
providing vary agh buio-up m the nucloas fucl The buin up has been vay
disappomting 'ﬂndm’mmmgbwnnpnfmclwﬁadhuwnndmuynfﬂnhm
mummmummmq‘m.mmwmmw
hmmmmmnimhmm&vhaﬁoliﬁumdm
respective nuclear power plant mpombwnupmmodbvmwwuh»
caused many fuel pools to be filled prematurely

andimpammwbh(thRCoouldplwidcwlhcmlan
Mmdﬁepublicnbmlhighlwelwmdwfudiwdmuplm
;rqnlylmw'biﬂustryhasgoﬁmunothnbmdoammspdﬁnclsluagc
The NRC' must show how the burn up has been disappomting due to crackmg and
swelling of the cladding, accidents such as [hroe Mile [sland prematurc shut down
due to economic considerations

The NRC describes many lobbving actions in which the NR(C could ndulge

2 “The NRC would be takng an active role. withun the lmuatations of its
leg'nhuwnmndﬂc,wmhlmcﬂwploglmufh:nmmllmw.“

ApinﬂwNRChgetsMihMlimitsiﬂohmgﬂdkmudMﬂw
promotion of nuclesr powar If the NRC wants to get info the logaslative dobaic. the
P.‘!‘.f?s'wmtdadmﬂtothmauybudiisdm\mmﬂnmdwﬁwlcycle

B. Options
Option | Approach Congress and the Administration (.. Refocus the National
Program
“The Cotamission could propose that Congioss determine the acoeptability. of the
Y ucca Mountain site by law ™

This stinks The NRC is proposing that Congicss make a political decision
mstead of a scientific deciion

DS! 9 | ~commussionmg-Non-reactor facilities

NASA is proceading with the launch of a spacecraft with a nucloar battery
containing /S pounds of plutomum. A tepeal of the Chaliengar disastc will
contaminate the East coast of the United States with 75 pounds of plutonium. This
DSI about the decommissioning of non reacton facilitics is deficient n that
exipencies such as the NASA launches with plutonum payloads are ignared as
sources of non 1~~ctor facility contammation




DSI 10 Reavion Licensing for Fulwe Applicants

This DSI i a waste of time and moucy and resources. Thaie we no ulilitics
wishing to get nto he same bind of excessive resource use with |ittle 1eturn that
muny utilitics 2 facing now. Many now tochnologies and ratc structwcs aliow
utilities to pet mio the electnic wheeling competstion | lectric wheelmg Competiiion
allows utilitics to get clectricity from the cheapest supplier whuclh: can be alternative
sources New technologies allow utilities to buy power from thousands of milex
away

One 1esult of the new technologies will be that up to i € fifth of the presou
nvestncnt s plint will be unnceded in the near future. With one fifth of plant
unnecded. new reactor licensing is a waste of tume and money

Fven forcign countrics have lcarned the lesson that nuclea powa 1s
expensive and unnecessary m the face of new _alternative technologies 1hird World
countries have seen nuclcar power and large centralized power lead them mio the
trap of excessve debt

The best option for future applicants s ot (0 apply The best option the
NRC is to close all F'1Ls (staff positions) mvolved with future applicants for
nuclcw puwa plants.

DSI 12 Risk-nformed, Poformance based Regulation

The problem with the DSI llpapansthattthRCallowemlytmcmks
and those performances that it deems worthy mio consideration The acowdent at
Theee Mile Island #2 s allowed into consideration, bul the acexdent at ¢ leraobyl
and Kyshtvin are disatlowed here are many aspects of United State: reactors that
could producc disastars rivalng Chanobyl.

Self serving exclusions are a tadition of the NRC, and leave ruk-mformed.
pafonmnce based regulation a paper Ligcr without effoct and unwoi thy of public
trust

! eyggest an option here that environmental mtervenors perform the nsh and
performance research paxd by the licensees through an mdependent NG i, suich as
the Rabbinkal Council of Philadelphia or the Cray Nuns

DSI 13 The Role of Industry
Retween the Price Anderson Act protechions and the lauted hataluy provided

by mearparation mdustry cames Iittle hiabalaty | suggost that mdustry s role he
lmited to mdustr s ability



DSI 14 Publi Commumcation lntatives

Place the public communication pitiatives uto the hands of Nuclear
Lfor nation Resource Center or Public Intcrest Resource Group and vou sill sec
some real communication and initiatives. Kevp the Options in the hands if the NRC.
and (he micdea industy will 1cspond exclusi .cly with only an occasional comuentc
from the public

Check vour data basc, and scc how often Marvin Lewis 1s the only
commenter from the public outside the mdustry Crive me this job, and | will show
you hiow (o get people (o cotmment

DSI 20 Lutcinational Activitics

The MRC puts out a very shout DST on the vsuc which 15 the kingpn of
National poliy The NRC 1< na longer the dog wagping the tasl of mtemational
activitics 1 he GATT gave the nternational community power over the LIS poliey an
nuclear matenals The 178 znd the NRC must meet and not exceed mtemational
tegulation o lace vanctioning by the WTO

s needs a Yot more discussion afier the NRC figures out what the 10.000
pages of GATT mean to the US

DSI 21 fees
¢'aveat emptor

The nuclear mdustry bought mto the nuclear genie. | of them pay Maximize
fees and fines o the mdastiy wow

DSI 22 Rescach

Ihe fiasco with Themolay and several othar subjects demonsliates that the
NR(' has loss expertise than it pr aclams In hight of the poor performance 1o date
perhape ~» NGO such as NIRS o ECNP could be pressed mto service to pertorm
the ‘research which NRC' feels 18 50 necessary

DS! 23 [ nhancing Regulatory b xcellence

Sunshine and sunset laws have demonstiated that they are excellent method:
1o cnbance sgency potformance



DSI 24 Ixcomayssionng Power Reactors

The NR/_ drops the mosl importunaml'nnMMeDSlintouvayMuul
non-spocilic pe per. NNRCMdgonuuimﬁbaﬂowhghMgdfucl
and transpaortation of \thpmtomﬂnwjmmdmmm
Mmmmmmmgpmuvm Rowe

‘IbeaamthekuﬂofmmnﬁuofbowﬂnNkﬂmmlmhhcmmwum
These e the specifics that the NRC ignotes in its DSIs These specifics are the
reason that the publicdoann(mmeNR('

Conclusion

Ihe ide.. * the Fedoral gavernment laakmg at stself for the purpose of
rebasclining to do a better, chcaper job has been perverted by these DSIs Instcad of
attempting to try to do a better job, these papers read as a defense of busmess as
usual

Instead of admitting that the NRC has usod all sorts of admumstrative
mancuvas ( ducommussion nuclcar power plants, the NRC wics to allow all sorts of
licensce maneuvers to allow decommissioning to proceed. These maneuvers suggest
the maneuvers that allowed the Three Mile Island #2 rcactor 1o starl whale
mtervenars were filmg pefitians to stop the T MI#2 reactor from loadmg fuc
Becausc of these mancuvers, a 200 ton presmrevesoelmcomethmu@\
Philadeiphia on election dav

The NRC should look at the means of endung the nuclear power instead ol
lookmng at how to promote nuclar power
Veay uuly yows,

11/3/96
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