February 5, 1997

Mr. S. J. Layendecker, Manager

Safety, Health and Environmental Support
Radiation Safety Officer

Battelle Memorial Institute

Columbus Operations

505 King Avenue

Columbus, OH 43201-2693

SUBJECT: ROUTINE INSPECTION AT BATTELLE MEMORIAL INSTITUTE, COLUMBUS
OPERATIONS, OH (NRC REPORT NO. 070 -00008/97001 (DNMS))

Dear Mr. Layendecker:

This refers to the routine, unannounced safety inspection conducted on
January 6-10, 1997, at Battelle Columbus Laboratories, King Avenue Site,
Columbus, Ohio and West Jefferson Site, West Jefferson, Ohio. The purpose of
the inspection was to determine whether activities authorized by the license
were conducted safely and in accordance with NRC requirements. This refers
also to the discussion of our findings with Mr. Hood, Vice President -
Environment Safety and Health, and other members of the management and staff
of Battelle Memorial Institute, at the conclusion of the inspection.

A copy of our report of this inspection is enclosed. The inspection was an
examination of activities conducted under your license as they relate to
radiation safety, and to compliance with the Commission’s rules and
regulations and with the conditions of your license. Within these areas, the
inspection consisted of selective examinations of procedures and
representative records, interviews with personnel, independent measurements
and observations of activities in progress.

Based on the results of this inspection, the NRC has determined that no
violations of NRC requirements occurred. One concern was identified relating
to management changes, vacancies and reassignments, such that the Battelle
Management Team is no longer constituted or functioning as described in the
Decommissioning Plan. This issue will be addressed in our pending licensing
action; you are not required to respond at this time to address this concern.

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.790 of the NRC’'s "Rules of Practice," a copy of

this letter and the enclosure will be placed in the NRC Public Document Room
(PDR) .
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Should you have any questions regarding the inspection, please do not nesitate
to contact Mr. P. Lee at (630) 829-9870 or Mr. M. McCann at (630) 829-9856.

License No.

Docket No.

Enclosure:

cc w/encl:

bcc w/encl:

Sincerely,
Original Signed by R. J. Caniano for

Cynthia D. Pederson, Director
Division of Nuclear Materials Safety
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R. Vandegrift, Ohio Department of Health (ODH)
J. Webb, ODH
T. Baillieul, U. S. Department of Energy
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