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AMENDMEDNT .

KeVvisioN.
——————————————

Maivin | Lewis
313 | anrfickd St
Phila., PA 19136
(215)676 1291

Mr John C Hovle

Secretary of the Commission

U. S Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Attn - Chief of DDocketing and Services Branch
Washington, D C. 205550001

Dear Scerctary and Commissioners.

Please accept this letter as my comiuents on the Direction Setting Issues
papes. | ans « member of the public and a icluctant cusloma of nuclca powus
plants | believe that the cntena of standmg and mterest allows me to comm: af and
have my comments heard

| wish to ohject 1o the pejorative Stakeholder ~ Unless vou are praonbing o
as holding a stake to the heait of the nuclea power vampite, Vol ale panbiig
picture that | find offensive

Nudlca powa has tuncd inlo & vampuc, draining much nocdod mvestment
mto schemes promoted by Government backed welfare to large multiational
corporations al the expense of the Ameiican taxpaya . One very mapor lunt Ducction
Settmg (ssue that 18 not ncluded should explore “Shuttmg 1Jown the Nuclear | uel
Cycle -
Shutting down the expensive and counter-productive nuclear fuel cycle 18 a
much needed addition (o the unportant consides ations which have been amitted from
the issue papers. Shutting down the nuclear fuel cycle would reduce maity of the
concarnts expicssed throughout the DSLs. Shuttung down the ruclear fucl cycle would
rescue many of the industries facing nuclear waste and burgeoning nuclear cost
problems Shutting down the nuclear fuel cycle would 1cestablish the public frust 1n
a government burdened with charges of supplymg crack cocame ml Ato
smugglng in the Mena Axrport 10 injoctmg plutonum nio unknowing victims

NRC Suategic Assessment and Rebascluung

Process Paper

Overall Objectives

«& Provide a basis for reconciliation of ageucy strategic objectives to available

resow ccs so Hiat resow ces constramnts do not define the end stiategic 1csults ™
My comment contams the assumption that this sentence 15 more than

ZOVCIMMENITSE O gobbledego:i [ belicve that this sentence means something along

the hine of meeting ihe agency - chjectives with budget | beoeve that me tmg the

Agency s ubyjectives within budget would be casier (o do if the Agency leained (o

write i plam | nglish instead of govemmentese and gobbledegook \
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/
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Stakcholda wvolvemeont
How to File a Comment

The closing daie for comments 1s Novemiea 15, 1996. Considaring the length
andlhemlpoa'dhtminvolveﬂnmhlw,chedmmgchmwmmtsu
mm;dntlumdnhmlcmumleudfmtondudcmc
M.MIMMMNRCMMWMmeM
and citizen action non-governmental o1 ganizations

Strategic Manuing Framework
Introduction Page 2

[ commend the NRC for il obscrvations conccining industiy economics
mtroducing new complexaties, declme m NR( resources, public ntesest remams
high, and technology and other social trends arc changmg.

I do not commend the NR(' for appropriateness of response to these
obsez vations on economic changes, NRC 1esouces, and tectmology and social
trends. | have a movie called the Abyss on my VCR while | prepare these comments
This movic was filmed insidc a nuclca 1cactor that was ucver fimished. The utility
determined that leaving the nuclear power plant was cheaper than completing it. |
hopcdmducNRCmmcwnsdanofslqmmgﬂnmde- fucl cycle as scvaral
it ' ties have seen the wisdom of stoppmg the completion of nuclear power plants

Economics, social trends and technology arc changing. [ hope that the NR¢
will wake up to these changes Stoppmg the nuclear fuel cycle m the face of these
changes se1ves the greatest good

NRC's Mission, Visiou and Goals. Puge 8
Goals L. “That its (NRC’s) regulations are consisient with other ... internationally
recognized standsrds . 1o the greatest cxtent possible.”

TMNR(?dmnotmmmdammeumiﬁutn\snfdw(mal
* ~cement on Treatics and Trade. We must mect the internationsl standards or be

“ject to World Trade Organization sanctions We have lost National sovereignty
over ow own regulations through GA1T, Aiticle XV1. 4 “Fach Member shall
ensure the conformity of its laws, regulations and administrative procedures with its
obligation us provided in the anm xed Agrecinents.”

By signing onto the GATT the US has placed itself in the position of meeting
and ol exceeding infcrnational regulation Wherever NRC icgulation dificts from
mtemational regulation, the W) may sanchion the LISA

“This 15 2 ‘inc kettle of fich you have gotten us mto, Olhe

¥



NRC Strategic Assessment and Kebaselning
Strategic PMaunning Framowork
NRC’s Strategw. Arenas
Ovaview of Statogie Arcnas

The NRC asaves safc oparation, usc and management of puclcar reactors,
use and handimg, and management of radwactive waste Considering the long
kistory of ‘Thermolag, Kosemount valves and mryiiad other issues, this reader 15 nol
assured 'his section 1s wordy. self-laudatory and without basis.

Mission Enabling Strategic Areas

The NRC has counter -productive methods to build public tiust
| Reduces of eiumates fines when the violation has heen of long duration
7 Allows materials such as Thermolag to remain in use despite a long history of
violation and extensive use
3 “protects * whistleblowers by openly decla ing how the whistleblow = ~atned the
NRC of the violation al'~ving the violator to track the whistleblower by telephone
or othea 1ovonds.
4 Aﬂowsnﬂaidsliomseeswmnwopumdapitealmgmddmguous
history of violations as i the cases of the restait of Thaoe Mile Island No. 1. TVA
reactors, and many other mstances ton nieroas to mclude herc

Supporting  Objectives in the national Area

[ repeat my comments above abv. i the NR('s misundeistanding of GATI

The NRC does not seem to understand the ramifications of the Gieneral
Aymﬂmszled& We must mect the international standards o1 be
subjoct to World Trade Organization sanctions. We have lost National sovereignty
over ow own 1cgulations thiough GATT, Asticle XV1, 4. “Each Membex shall
ensure the conformity of its laws. regulations and admmistrative procedures with its
obligation as provided m the annexed Agrecments

Hy signing onto the (i * 17 the T'S bas placec’ itself i the | sition of meetmg
and not exceeding inteanational regulation. Wherever NRC r;ulation differs fiom
nternational regulation. the WT( may sanction the USA.

“This is a finc kettle of fish vou have gotten us into, Ollic.”
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The NRC s Safety Phulosophy
Defonse in Depth

Defensc in depth requucs thal defenscs are maintained. Any nulitary tactician
mllewmm-mmhsmmm-wmmmmnumw
The NR¢ ' scome to believe that defenses need not mect any standards as n the casc
of1h1nningamyuﬂdlyﬁilumﬂw“mmmew techmology n
Japan and elsewhere.

1 do not believe that this kind of history embodies a proper safity culture m of
out of the nuclcar industry.

DS 2 Oversight of the Department o Enes gy

[ am disgusted that Congress has legisiatively exempted an ageney of the
Federal (iovernment in peacefime from the same regulation that commercial users
must endwe his is simila to the Congress exempting itself fiom the labot anl
sexual harassment laws which it did m the past Exempting agencies of the | ederal
government fiom regulation by other agenwics of the Fedaral government desuoys
any hope of public trust, and rightfully so.

S] 4° NRC s Relabonship with Agreoment Ntates

The reason for Agreement State status has been access (o financial aid from
the Federal povernment Since the Federal government is reducing financial awd (o
the States. the Ieds should provide an easy means for States to exdt from Agrecment
Statcs obligations.

DSI 5 [ow | evel Waste

The NR(' has had & long hustory of problems with sitmg new low level wasic
sites | .+ RO shoula reduc. or elimmate ils attempts {0 Site new low level waste
sites The NRC shoald emphasize its regulatory 1ole in low level waste siting and
mmmgasaplunauulagu\cywlud\it 1s not.

The DOE was creatod %o 1eplace ERDA as the promotional past of the
Federzl goverument’s part in nuclear powet The NRC was chartered as the
regulatory paut of the Federal government's pait in nucloa power. The NRC clugges
foes for its regulatory funchions (f the NR(C stuck to 1ts regulatary functions
exclusively, the NRC would have a lot less tmancial problems such as “decime in
approprated resources



DS1 6 [ligh Level Waste and Spent | uel

Thmnleumdwymlenddowndwprinnwpaﬁ:bvﬂwptm
mﬁgmvhﬁhmhﬂnm&l&ﬁu The buin-up has becn vay
disappomtimg 'ﬁndiaq:pomtmghmnupafmdwﬁadhucmndmnynfrhehml
podndudumwuﬂuq.qunﬂly.mwpodlmdsw
hmmbmwihdﬁcbnmﬁrmhﬂﬁrhmlmﬂmdw
maiwwumpm.mpwbmnupmiﬂndhvmwwkum
caused many fuel pools to be filled ;

mmuimpamuionwhﬂﬂnNRCwuldprmikwﬂwmleu
Mnndﬁwpublk.bmﬂhghlwdwm&endupﬂfndiwolmaxphhﬂg
prqnlylnwﬂninhsﬁylmg«ﬂmmﬁothmbﬂdmnﬂgspﬂﬁnlsungc
The NR(* must show how the hum up has been disappomting due to crackig and
swelling ot the cladding, accidents such as hree Mile Island, prematurc sh't down
due to economic considerations

'ﬂzNR(:&wibesmnyldﬁwingwmmwhbhﬂnNR(Tamldnﬂulge
Option 2 “The NRC would be taking an aclive role. withun the lmitations of its
!eg'uluwcnnndllc,wmhmxdnpwycssuﬂhmbmlmm."

AglhlﬁwNRCfugmdmitsdnmlhniunwhmgdmonmdwtﬂw
promotion of nuclear powa If the NRC wants to pet inio the logisiative dobatc. the
NR(‘.slumldadmﬂmﬂwmuyba\cﬁmntstqmmgﬁmmclufﬁwlcyde

B. Options
Option | Approach Congress and the Administration to Refocus the National
Program
“The Cotamnission could propose that Congiess detotmune the scocptability . of the
Y ucca Mountain site by law "

This stinks. The NRC is proposing that Congicss make a political docision
mstead of a sowentific decrion

DS 9 | commissionmg-Non-reactor facilitwes

NASA ispmoeedhgwiﬂnﬂwhmdwfaqmiﬁwiﬂunudwbm'
containing 75 pounds of plutomuin. A 1epeat of the Challenger disastcr will
contaminate the East coast of the United States with 75 pounds of plutonium. This
DSI about the decommissioning of non reactor faciifics 15 deficiend in that
exipencies such as the NASA laumches with plutonim payloads are ignared as
enyroes of non reactor facility contamination



DSI 10 Reston Licensing for Futare Applicants

This DSI is s waste of time and moncy and resources. There we no ulilitics
wilhhgtogetinwd\embmdofemiwmwmwihliﬂelmdm
mm-emm.mmmumm@mow
utilities to pet mto the electnic wheelmg competstion Flectnc wheelmg ¢ ampetition
Mﬁlmmpmﬁmhmmﬁmhmhedmmw
SOUTTEs MW.IMU&!M”MWMMMWH
away

Orwnmnofdumwmd\mlogiuwﬂlheﬂuwbmﬁﬂhdﬂwwmu
mvestnent i plant will be unnoeded in the near futurc. With one fifth of plat
unneodod, new reactor licensing is a waste of time and money.

Even forcign countiics have lcasned the lesson that nuclcar powa 15
expensive and unneccssary m the face of new, alternative technologies 1 hird Warld
counines have seen nuclcar power and large centralized power lead them mto the
trap of excessive debt

The best option for future applicants is nol (© apply. The best option ko the
NRC is to close all F'1Ls (staff pesitions) invoived with future applicants for
auclo powu plants.

DSI 12 Risk-isfoimed, Poformance based Regulation

The problem with the DSI l2papansﬂutth:NRCalkmsonlythnscmks
and those pertormances that it deems worthy mto consideration. The accxdent at
Three Mile [sland #2 is allowed ito consider ation, but the accident at ¢ leraobyl
and Kyshtvin are disaliowed There are many aspects of United States reactors that
could produce disastars rivaling Chanobyl

Self serving exclusions are i tradition of the NR  and leave risk-mformed.
pafonmance based regulalion a papex tiger without effoct » " unworthy of publx
trust

lwmoptmiucd\nmmlmpafammcmku\d
performance research pawd by the licensees through an mdependei NG, such as
the Rabbinical Council of Philadelphis or the Gray Nuns.

DSI 13. The Role of Industry
Between the Price Andarson Act protections and the limited L bilily provided

by meorparation, mdustry cames little habilsty | sugpest that industry s role he
lmmited to mdustrv s badility



DSI 14 Publi Commuwucation [nitiatives

Place the public communication mitiatives mnto the hands of Nuclear
laformation Resource Center or Public Intciest Resource Group and you sill see
some real communication and initiatives. Kevp the Options in the hands if the NRC,
and the nuclc industy will icspond esclusively with only an occasional commentc
fram the public

Check vour data basc, and scc how oftcn Marvm Lewis 1s the only
commenter from the public outside the mdustry Give me this job, and | will show
you how (o get people to comment.

DSI 20 Intcnstional Activitics

The NRC puts out a ve.v <+ort DSTon the vsuc which 15 the kingpin [
National policy The NR( 1= no longer the dog waggmp the tasl of mtematinaal

activitics | he GATT gave the mternational community power over the LS policy on
nuclear matenals The 1S and the NRC must meet and not exceed mternational
tegulation «u lace sanctioung by the WTO

1uts noeds a lot more discussion after e NRC figures out what the 16.000
pages of GATT mean to the US

DSI 21 lees
(aveat emptor

The nuclear mdustry bought mto the nuclear genie. | of them pay Maximize
flees and fines ton the ndustiv now

DSI 22 Resaanich

I'he fiasco with Themolag and several othar subjects demonsli ates that the
NRC' has less expertise than it proclams In hight of the poor performance 1o date
perhaps an NGO such as NIRS«ECNPcmldbeprsmdmmmtopmam
the ‘research’ which NRC feels 18 s0 necessary

D8I 23 I'nhancmg Regulatory Excellence.

Sunshine and sunset laws have demonstiated (hat they are excellent method:,
{0 cnhance agency potformance.



18I 24 Docommussioning Power Reactors

The NRC drops the mosi impo:hnumlimmndhteDSlhtoovcyMnml
m~wapqm.1thRCMdgoinwhowibdlowimhMu{fml
MW&;SMMMMMMdmm
m-:wwmm-w-mm.

ThmmﬂvkhddwiﬁuMMNnNkftumMicp-ﬁWum
These are the specifics that the NRC ignenes in is DSIs These specifics are the
reason that the public does not trust the NRC

Conclusion

The sde..  the Fedoral gavernment lnokmg at stself for the purpose of
rebutlmmgmdoabm,chcnpajobhlsbompavawdbyﬂme DSls. Instcad of
mmmgmtrymdnahmerjob‘thesrpapauudasaddimseothmmmsas
usual

Instead of admutting that the NRC has used all sorts of admunistrative
mancuva s (o ducommissicn nuclcar power plants, the NRC trics to allow all sarts of
licensoe maneuvers (o allow decommussioning to proceed. These maneuvers suggest
the maneuvers that allowed the Three Mile Island #2 reactor o stanl while
mtervenar were filmg petions to stop the T MI#2 reactor from loadmg fucl
Becausc of thcse mancuvers, a Soomnmtsﬂmmlmmﬂnmgh
Philadelphia on election dav

The NRC shiould look at the means of ending the nuclear powet instead ol
jookmg at how to promote nuclear power
Very uuly yous,

11/3/96




