Mr. Charles H. Cruse
-Vice President - Nuclear Energy
Baltimore Gas and Electric Company
Calvert Cliffs Nuclear Power Plant
1650 Calvert Cliffs Parkway
Lusby, MD 20657-4702

February 7, 1997

SUBJECT: RELIEF REQUEST FROM THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS
(ASME) CODE REQUIREMENTS TO DELAY REPAIR OF LEAK IN A PIPING SUPPORT
ATTACHMENT ON THE SAFETY INJECTION RECIRCULATION PIPING, CALVERT
CLIFFS NUCLEAR POWER PLANT, UNIT NO. 1 (TAC NO. M97438)

Dear Mr. Cruse:

The NRC staff has reviewed the Baltimore Gas and Electric Company’s (the
licensee’s) submittal of December 19, 1996. The licensee proposed an
alternative to the ASME Code Section XI requirement IWA-5250 to repair a leak
near a piping support attachment weld on the safety injection recirculation
piping in the Unit 1 component cooling pump room. The licensee intends to
repair the flaw during the next refueling outage in the spring of 1998 and
submitted an evaluation to show that delaying the repair would not compromise
safety. The licensee requested relief based on 10 CFR 50.55a(a)(3)(1).

The NRC staff reviewed the subject request for relief and concluded that the
use of the alternative method is authorized pursuant to 10 CFR
50.554(a)(3)(11) as compliance with the ASME Code requirements would result in
hardship or upusual difficulties without a compensating increase in the level
of quality or safety. A copy of our Safety Evaluation is enclosed.

Sincerely,

/8/
S. Singh Bajwa, Acting Director
Project Directorate I-1

Division of Reactor Projects - I/11
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Docket No: 50-317
Enclosure: Safety Evaluation

cc w/encl: See next page
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alternative to the ASME Code Section XI requirement IWA-5250 to repair a leak
near a piping support attachment weld on the safety injection recirculation
piping in the Unit 1 component cooling pump room. The licensee intends to
repair the flaw during the next refueling outage in the spring of 1998 and
submitted an evaluation to show that delaying the repair would not compromise
safety. The licensee requested relief based on 10 CFR 50.55a(a)(3)(i).

The NRC staff reviewed the subject request for relief and concluded that the
use of the alternative method is authorized pursuant to 10 CFR
50.55a(a)(3)(i1) as compliance with the ASME Code requirements would result in
hardship or unusual difficulties without a compensating increase in the level
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Mr. Charles H. Cruse
Calvert Cliffs Nuclear Power Plant

cc:

President

Calvert County Board of
Commissioners

175 Main Street

Prince Frederick, MD 20678

D. A. Brune, Esquire

General Counsel

Baltimore Gas and Electric Company
P.0. Box 1475

Baltimore, MD 21203

Jay E. Silberg, Esquire

Shaw, Pittman, Potts, and Trowbridge
2300 N Street, NW

Washington, DC 20037

Mr. Terrence J. Camilleri, Director,
NKM

Calvert Cliffs Nuclear Power Plant
1650 Calvert Cliffs Parkway

Lusby, MD 20657-47027

Resident Inspector

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission

P.0. Box 287

St. Leonard, MD 2068%

Mr. Richard I. Mclean
Administrator - Radioecology
Department of Natural Resources
580 Taylor Avenue

Tawes State Office Building, B3
Annapolis, MD 21401

Regional Administrator, Region I
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
475 Allendale Road

King of Prussia, PA 19406

Calvert Ciiffs Nuclear Power Plant
Unit Nos. 1 and 2

Mr. Joseph H. Walter, Chief Engineer

Public Service Commission of
Maryland

Engineering Division

6 St. Paul Centre

Baltimore, MD 21202-6806

Kristen A. Burger, Esquire
Maryland Peopie’s Counsel
6 St. Paul Centre

Suite 2102

Baltimore, MD 21202-163]

Patricia T. Birnie, Esquire
Co-Director

Maryland Safe Energy Coalition
P.0. Box 33111

Baltimore, MD 21218

Mr. Larry Bell

NRC Technical Training Center
5700 Brainerd Road
Chattanooga, TN 37411-4017



