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1, Attachsl for the information of the Commission are letters
from the Departusnt of Pish and Game, State of Califernis, end
YANFEE, INC,, Dublin, New Hampshire, ubjecting to the proposed
i suance of a Byproduct Meterial License to Isotopes Specialties
Company, Inc., Burbank, Californie, to dispose of radiocactive
werte in the Pacific Ocean in 1000 fathoms of water (Dooket No,
27-7).

2. The Director of Lioensing and Regulstion heas Mvisod that
both pariiees will be checked to determine if the attachments
represent petiticns for intervertion in this case ani has advised
further that after the interest and intent of these two parties
are estsblished, the Commission will be informed as to further
proposed sotion, '
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME
722 Capitol Avanue
Sacramentc 14
March 20, 1958
Direotor

Division of Licenses and Regulations
Atonie Energy Comilssion

1717 H S4reet

Washington 25, D.C,

Dear Sir:

We wish to protest the granting of the contemplated permit
to Isotopes Specialties Zompany, Burbank, Californis, for ocean
disposal of radiocactive materials, We reguest a pudlioc hearing
on the matter, This 18 in reference to a notice appearing in
Federal Rsglster, Doocument 27-7, dated Saturday, March 8, 1958,

The Department of Fish and Game has been concerned about
ocean disposal practicee off the California Coast, The Federal
neg:stgr announcement of March 8 brought this to our immediate
grttention,

We have been made aware of the previous practices of dumping
radiocactive materials along the Pacific Coast., It is a matter of
great concern to us that these materials have been deposited in
ocean waters in areas close to or below important fishing banks,
Fishing in California has an annual ultimate value of over $700
million, Many of our commercial vessels have fished as deep as
500 fathoms with some golng as deep as fathoms,

The time when fishing will be carried on in waters of 1,000
fethoms may not be too fer distant, Redicactive materials, when
deposited in sea water too close to shore, would be subject to
beinz brought up to the surface by verticzl ourrents knovn as up-
walling, ©Smsll changes in constituente can be upeetting Uc marine
envircnmental conditions and could possidbly reeult in modifications
of numberz of oriticzl marine organisms, Such effectis could be of
gignificanse to the marine resources of the state, .

Ve reslize that the development cof atomic energy uses is
faced with a problem in the disposal of its wastes, However, we
do wish to reczall to your attention esome of the facts concerning
the fisheries and ocemnographic conditions associated with the
dispossl along the Paclfic Coast, Moreover, we cannot neglect our
obligation in raising issue with disposal practices which could
poseible jeopardize the marine resources of this state or their
markets, The development of a new technology, regardless of how
important it may seem, cannot justifiably de done &% the axpense of
and potential harm to a vital food producing industry without very
serious conéideration of the implications involved,
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It is this Department's request, insofar as the Californis
Coast is oconocerned, that tentatively no license be granted fur
dump of any radiocactive materials in less than 2,000 fe.a0ms
and not liess than 60 miles from any sea mount, Upwelling and fish
comocentration tendencies around these pea mounte require this
additional safeguard, The pre:ent recommendation in regard to
radicactive waste disposal in ine ocean (N,B,S, Handbook 58) of
1,0C0 fathoms is unsatisfactory off C ornia.

There are several submarine basins off the Scuthern California
Coast going uown to over 1,000 fathow: which technically meet the
regulirements of the Handbook recommnendation in regard to ocean
disposal, However, from the practicel, biological, and fishery
ctanivolnt, we cannot fezl that it was the intent of N,B.S,

Handbook 56 to recommensi that Cisposal be permitted in such
enciocsed eubmarine basine.

One of the areus presently being ased in Southern California
2ies Just south of Santa Cruz Island, ;ractically in the center
of the largest fishing area cof this pa=t of the state, This is
highly unsatisfectory and we recommenc that this situation be
rectified by modificztion of the present permits,

We will arpreciate 1t Af you would review the licenses
pranted tc the cther waste disposal companies on this coast with
the otject in mind to modify the licenses granted the permittees
to embrace the 2,000 fathoms/60 miles recommendation off the
State of California,

Sinoer:ly yours,

/e/

Seth Gordon
Director



