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Interoffice Memarandum
To Shawn Gihose, FPA Seat Via Telefax

cC: Stuart Kent, NMED
Ken [looks, NRC

From:  Birgit Landin, NMED W
Date: October 28. 1996
Subject:  Summary of Field Visit - Homestake Mining Company

On Oetober 22, 1996 I visited the Homestake Mining Company (HMC) site near Grants, NM with Katherine
[verett and Richard Ohrbom, both of the New Mcxico Environment Department (NMED) Groundwater
Pollution Prevention Scction. Ms. Everet: is in charge of adwinistering the NMED discharge plan for the site.
We arrived on-site at 11:00 and were met by Roy Cellan and George Hofftman Mz Cellan 15 the HMC
corporate manager for reclamation and Mr. Hoffiman is the project manager of the consulting company
conducting the environmental work on-site. Mr. Cellan gave us an overview of mine and mill activities,
discussed the history of the work doae at the site, and showed aerial paotos of the site over the Jast 20 years.
From the photos, it was easy to see where the buildings used to be, how the tailings pile was coversd,
construction of the evaporation ponds, and clean-up of the surface soll contamtnation. Revegewmtion was started
last October and has successfully taken hold in most of the disturbed area We also toured the tailings pile,
evaporation ponds, and injection/extraction well locations.

Groundwaier reclamation using injection/exuaction wells was initiuted in 1977. Currently there are
W@ym&eﬁmwmmmmMmmwminm Racontly 4 eacond
wwmmmmmmhmdhhmwntofmbmgmm. The new pond was
wonstuctal with g double liner and lsak detection systemn. HMC estimates that groundw . . - reclamation wll
continue uatil 2010.

Thehmuilhupﬂehubemmbﬂindwithﬁcummmchywwpbedwmesidu. The top is stll
covered with the interim cover. Dewatering of the tailings sludges is currently underway. HMC has eshanced
wmmovewbyvmumnrsﬁmmducumm'cmngmmnumpﬁ'mmmmofm
from the pile. MoﬁimmﬂupihwillbeﬁNyMnu‘dbymOl. Thev are measuring the compaction of
the pile and surveying the top on a semi-annual basis.

HMC has put 2 lot of effort 10w evaluaing (e loval hydrogeology. They hiave iden.ified [bw ayuifus wedls aud
several faults controlling flow. The site has complex hydrogeology. In addition, they are currently conducting 2
detailed analysis of regional water quality. They plan to statistically evaluare the data to determine background
water quality 10 help determine appropriate groundwater clean-up standards for their discharge plan with the
Smmdwﬂlbewmng!hedmwMNMEDhl«&hyc&

HMC was very proud of the work they have completed to dats and appeer to be dedicated to supporting the
reclamation project. We left the site at 330 PM.



