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On July 13, 1985, the Fire Suppression System (KF) for the Main Steam Support Structure
(MSSS) was declared inoperable and the compensatory fire watch that was established
was not in accordance with the. requirements of Technical Specification 3.7.11.2 ACTION
STATEMENT A. The fire detection system remained operable.

The cause of the problem was a communications difficulty between Operations and Fire
Protection. Concern for the personal safety of a continuous fire watch in the MSSS
and the lack of'a common understanding of redundant system fire protection resulted
in an hourly patrol being established rather than a continuous watch,.

To correct the problem, a continuous fire watch was established.. The supervisors were
counseled on the need t6 be thorough and.conservat'ive in,the interpretation of technical'

/ spec;ifications. To correct the communication problem. the Fire Impairment Form is to
be attached to the' Technical Specificati6n Component C.ondition Fo'rm. This documents -

acknowledgement of both Operations and Fire Protection Department of the specified Tech .
nical Specification Actions required.

This event had'no impact o'n the safe operation of the plant.
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On July 13, 1985, while the plant was in Mode 3, the isolation valve for the fire
sprinkler system (KF) in the Main Steam Support Structure (MSSS) was shut due to leakage
from the system relief valve. Since redundant systems or components could be damaged,
Technical Specification 3.7.11.2 ACTION STATEMENT A requires that a continuous fire
watch be established.

The shift organization communicated with the Fire Protection Supervisor at home to
determine the proper application of the Technical Specification. An improper decision
was reached to set up an hourly patrol instead of a continuous fire watch.

The fire loading in the MSSS and the existence of partial redundant train fire protection
make the decision appear reasonable but not consistent with the Technical Specification
Action Statement.

To correct the problem, a continuous fire watch was set up in the MSSS.
'To correct the communication problem the Fire Impairment Form is to be attached to the

Technical Specification Component Condition Form. This documents acknowledgement of
both Operations and Fire Protection Department of the specified Technical Specification
Actions required.

The Fire Protection Supervisor has been cautioned concerning the need for conservatism
in application of Technical Specifications. He is evaluating the appropriateness of
proposing a revision to the Technical Specifications for the MSSS.

This event had no impact on the safe operation of the plant.
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Arizona Nuclear Power Project
P.o. box 52034 * PHOENIX. ARIZONA 85072-2034

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission August 12, 1985
Document Control Desk ANPP-33196-EEVB/GEC
Washington, D. C. 20555

Subject: Palo Verde Nuclear Generating Station (PVNGS)
Unit 1
Docket No. STN 50-528, License No. NPF-41
Licensee Event Report - Continuous Fire Watch Not Performed
File: 85-056-0 26 ; G.1.01.10

Dear Sirs:

Attached please find Licensee Event Report (LER) No. 85-040-00 prepared and
submitted pursuant to 10 CFR 50.73. This LER addresses a continuous fire
watch not perf ormed. In ac .; -dance with 10 CFR 50.73(d), we are herewith
forwarding a copy of the LER to the Regional Administrator of the Region V
Office.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me.

Very truly yours,

I

e -

}Cd, h n LLC &

E. E. Van Brunt, Jr.
Executive Vice President
Project Director

EEVB/GEC/ dim
Attachment

cc: J. B. Martin (all W/ Attach.)
R. P. Zimmerman
A. L. Hon
E. A. Licitra
A. C. Gehr
INP0 Records Center
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