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August 20,1996

RJR-9f493
MFN-132-96

Document Control Desk
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555-0001

Attention: R. C.JonesJr., Branch Chief
Reactor Systems Branch

~.

Subject: Revision 13 to GESTAR II and Its United States Supplement

Reference: 1. Letter from R.J. Reda to Document Control Desk, Revision 12 to GESTAR 11
and It's United States Supplement, datedJune 21,1996.

2. Letter from D. B. Matthews to R.J. Reda, Proposed GeneralElectric Revision 12
to GESTARll, dated August 5,1996.

3. Detmnination ofLimiting Cold Water Event, NEDC-32538P-A, Februaq l996.

Attached plcase find Revision 13 to GeneralElectric Standard Applicationfor ReactorFuel
(GESTAR 11, NEDE-24011 and the United States Supplement, NEDE-240ll-US).
Revision 13 for these two documents supercedes Revision 12 (Reference 1) by
incorporating administrative changes. This revision is for reference only. The reference 2
letter requested that GE withdraw Revision 12. The only significant change incorporates
the recently approved issue of the Determination ofLimiting Cold WaterEvents (Reference 3).

The attached table summarizes the changes made in Revision 13. r

'
Some of the information contained in these two documents is classified as proprietag to
GE and is designated by * brackets" in the margins of the text. The proprietag information
is of the type which GE raaintains in confidence and withholds from public disclosure. It [O P f
has been handled and classified as proprietag to GE as indicated in the affidavit attached.^

We hereby request that this information be withheld from public disclosure in accordance,

i
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with the provisions of 10CFR2.790. We will submit the non-proprietary version pages of these two
documents by the end of Septernher 1996.

Please contactJ. L. Emb!cy (910) 675-5774 with any questions.

Sinceresy,

R.J. Reda, Manager
Fuels and Facility Licensing
(910) 67T>-5889, Mail CodeJ26

cc: 1).11. Matthews (NPC)

W.J. Sependa
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Instruction Sheet for Updating GESTAR 11
|

I
^

1

I

Change instructions and major items included in this revision:

New Page(s) Replaces Pages Description of Change

i - xiii i - xiii Title page and table of contents. Please insure that
existing tabs are appropriately inserted.

1-1 - 1-16 1-1 - 1-16 Mostly reflects withdrawal of Revision 12 to
GESTAR and incorporates GE Bundle Report
revision.

2-7/8 2-7/8 GE Bundle Report revision number change.

S5-S7 S5-S7 GE Bundle Report revision number change.

4-5 - 4-10 4-5 - 4-10 Limiting cold water events determination and GE
Bundle Report revision number change.

A-15/16 A-15/16 GE Bundle l<. . 2 revision number change. |
~

US-i US-i Title page change to reflect latest revision.

US-5 - US-8 US-5 - US-8 Limiting cold water events determination. |

US-29 - US-32 US-29 - US-32 Limiting cold water events determination and GE
Bundle Report revision number change.

US.A-1 - US.A-17 US.A-1 - US.A-17 Revision change to GESTAR and Section 11
addition to incorporate cycle-specific Safety Limit
MCPR.

US.B-3, US.B-61/62 US.43, US.B-61/62 Typographical errors.
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GENuclearEnergy

Affidavit

I, RalphJ. Reda, being duly sworn, depoi,e and state as follows:

(1) I am the manager of Fuels and Facilities Licensing, General Electric Company ("GE") and
j

have been delegated the function of reviewing the information described in paragraph (2) i

which is sought to be withheld, and have been authorized to apply for its withholding.

(2) The information sought to be withheld is contained in this letter with the subject: Revision 13
to GESTAR // and /ts United States Supplement, dated August 20,1996. This information is consid-

cred by GE to be of a proprietag nature which is indicated by brackets in the margin.

(3) In making this application for withholding of proprietag information of which it is the owner,
GE relics upon the exemption from disclosure set forth in the Freedom of Information Act

("FOIA"),5 USC Sec. 552(b)(4), and the Trade Secrets Act,18 USC Sec.1905, and NRC regu- !

lations 10 CFR 9.17(a)(4) and 2.790(a)(4) for " trade secrets and commercial or financial ;

information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential" (Exemption 4). The I

material for which exemption from disclosure is here sought is all " confidential commercial
information," and some portions also qualify under the narrower definition of" trade secret,"

within the meanings assigned to those terms for purposes of FOIA Exemption 4 in, respec-
tively, Critical Mass Enerev Project v. Nuclear Reculatory Commission. 975F2d871 (DC Cir.

,

1992), and Public Citizen Health Research Grouo v. FDA. 704F2dl280 (DC Cir.1983).

(4) Some examples of categories ofinformation which fit into the definition of proprietary infor-
mation are:

Information that discloses a process, method, or apparatus, including support-a.

ing data and analyses, where prevention ofits use by General Electric's competi-
tors without license from General Electric constitutes a competitive economic
advantage over other companies;

b. Information which, if used by a competitor, would reduce his expenditure of
resources or improve his competitive position in the design, manufacture, ship-
ment, installation, assurance of quality, or licensing of a similar product;

Information which reveals cost or price information, production capacities, bud-c.

get levels, or commercial strategies of General Electric, its customers, or its sup-
pliers;

d. Information which reveals aspects of past, present, or future General Electric
customer-funded development plans and programs, of potential commercial
value to General Electrir;
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Affidavit

.

Information which discloses patentable subject matter for which it may be desir-c.

able to obtain patent protection.

The information sought to be withheld is considered to be proprietary fo' the reasons set
forth in both paragraphs (4)a. and (4)b., above. ,

(5) The information sought to be withheld is being submitted to NRC in confidence. The infor-
mation is of a sort customarily held in confidence by GE, and is in fact so held. Its initial desig-
nation as proprietary information, and the subsequent steps taken to prevent its unauthorized
disclosure, are as set forth in (6) and (7) following. The information sought to be withheld
has, to the best of my knowledge and belief, consistently been held in confidence by GE, no
public disclosure has been made, and it is not available in public sources. All disclosures to
third parties including any required transmittals to NRC, have been made, or must be made,
pursuant to regulatory provisions or proprietary agreements which provide for maintenance
of the information in confidence.

(6) Initial approval of proprietary treatment of a document is made by the manager of the origi-
nating cornponent, the person mos likely to be acquainted with the value and sensitivity of
the information in relation to indw .ry knowledge. Access to such documents within GE is lim-
ited on a "need to know" basis.

- (7) The procedure for approval of e .ternal release of such a document typically requires review
by the staff manager, project m7 nager, principal scientist or other equivalent authority, by the
manager of the cognizant mar Acting function (or his delegate), and by the Legal Operation,
for technical content, comp;titive effect, and determinadon of the accuracy of the propri-
etary designation. Disclosw es outside GE are limited to regulatory bodies, customers, and
potential customers, and t'acir agents, suppliers, and licensees, and others with a legitimate
need for the information, md than only in accordance with appropriate regulatory provisions

or proprietary agreemenu .

(8) The information identific d in paragraph (2) is classified as proprietary because it contains
details of GE's fuel design i, analysis methods, and some calculations which GE has developed

and will apply to the reloaC fuel design process.

The development and approwl of GE's fuel design and its supporting analysis was achieved at I

a significant cost, on the order oneveral million dollars, to GE.

(9) Public disclosure of the information soqht to be withheld is likely to cause substantial harm |

to GE's competitive position and foreclose o. --duce the availability of profit-making oppor-
tunities. The fuel design is part of GE's comprehensive CWR safety and technology base, and
its commercial value extends beyond the original development cost. The value of the technol-

ogy base goes beyond the extensive physical database and anclytical methodology and
includes development of the expertise to determine and apply the appropriate evaluation
process. In addition, the technology base includes the value derived from providing analyses-

done with NRG-approved methods.
__
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(I
Affidavit

The research, developrnent, engineering, analytical, and NRC resiew costs comprise a sub-
stantial investment of time and money by GE.

The precise value of the expertise to devise an evaluation process and apply the correct analyt-
ical methodology is difficult to quantify, but it clearly is substantial.

,

GE's competitive advantage will be lost ifits competitors are able to use the results of the GE

experience to normalize or verify their own process or if they are able to claim an equivalent
understanding by demonstrating that they can arrive at the same or similar conclusions.

The value of this information to GE would be lost if the information were disclosed to the
public. Making such information available to competitors without their having been required
to undertake a similar expenditure of resources would unfairly provide competitors with a
windfall, and deprive GE of the opportunity to exercise its competitive advantage to seek an
adequate return on its large investment in developing these very valuable analytical tools.

State of North C;uolina i

County of New 1lanover) 'SS'

RalphJ. Reda, being duly sworn, deposes and says:

That he has read the foregoing afTidavit and the matters stated therein are true and cor-
|

rect to the best of his knowledge, information, and belief. '

Executed at Wilmington, North Carolina, this d day of ud|ASf,19%
U |

|

Ral .Reda

General Electric Company

Subscribed and sworn before me thisdB day of rd .19 9I-

* ** %
p. . . . . . .

'

( ;,~ ,

$ / gT
" " *

iz < gg Public, State of North Carolina
5, y 3 ) 50mmission expires: </ .,3 of,
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