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January 22,1997 -

.

*

Dean Murphy, President
Midland Inspection and Engineering, Inc.
14214 W. Ifighway 80 East
Odessa, Texas 79765

Dear Mr. Murphy:

We have reviewed yout January 20 fax requesting special provisions for the testing and certification
of the tive Ukrainians associated with your company, and have consulted with the Texas Department
of 11ealth's psychometrician. Our policies for the uniform administration of industrial radiography
examinations and our concerns for the security of the exam item bank preclude our authorization of
a language interpreter to assist the individuals with the comprehension of the questions. The role of
an interpreter is to provide a direct translation rather than to assist with comprehension.

The Texas Regulations for Control of Radiation state that the industrial radiography examinations will
be given in English. We have previously allowed individuals to bring translation dictionaries with them
if they needed assistance with the English language. We offer your associates that option. No
additional time is allotted for finishing the exam.

Additionally, we are unable to accept your offer to pay for someone from the Ihtreau of Radiation
Control to travel to Midland to test the individuals. While the offer is generous, it would be unethical j

for our organization to accept that type of assistance.
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Mr. Dean Murphy 4
g

|
,,

January 22, 1997- r

. Page Two

In response to numerous requests for a testing session in the Midland / Odessa area, we are pursumg.
..

;

t
the scheduling of an examination someume in mid to late April, and possibly again in October of dds

'i

year. We will notify your company, as well as others in the area, when the arrangements are
!

confirmed. Your Ukrainian associates are welcome to take any of our schecluled examinations, as there
are no classroom trairdng or on-the-job training prerequisites to sitting for the exam. |

'

|

If you have additional questions or concerns, please contact me.
.

;

,

'Siocerely,' ;
'

,

>

.
.

!

Rudi E. McBurney, C.H.P., Director '

Division of Licensing, Registration
and Standards !

Bureau of Radiadon Control ;
i

American Society for Nondestnictive Testing, Inc.cc:
Conference of Radiadon Control Program Directors, Inc.

|
NRC Office of State Progrants .
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i

Att: Rush McBurney ,

! Director, Ilceaning, Regulations, and Standards j

1-512 834-6716
i :

; Dear Ms. McBurusy,
.

As pw our convenution oo Friduy we et Midland inspection & Engineerug,Inc.
j would like the thsemi to consider the following with regards to testia6 "Si i**aing State -

' Radiagnphy Cards to five Ukruinium-
| : ; }.

I

| a. ' Allow for un interpreter who is a Imapage Professor.

l b. Make provisions for a separate test.
c. Isane sonw type of certificso if a Radiographen card can not be innued.

t i
.

' De five candidwes do' speak and read some English, two ofthem speak and real
English fairly well. All five are well edueded, four are Engineers,imd one has a PhD.
%ey will roceive tiswe umdhe trumuig while in the United States. Sharp Servicos in
conductin6the required forty hows af radiation safety trauung as od lined in the

! J rognistione. Midland will give timu the two lasuk ud hours experience in the field.
... , ,

,

'

|
.

r As you are aware, Texas is known word wide to be a leader in Technology, and
' Safety with regards to'the Oil and Oas inancy. %e Ukrainians have temned up with
Midland becemo we m e perceived to be the dmainee company in the Permian Basin, and
have affilide companies in other locations synonymous with the Oil and Oas TaA=*y.
Dey the Ukrainians wish to umt the standard set in Texas for two reasois: 1) nwt the
dandards of the world leader. 2) enable them to do work for western companies with

1 business in Ukraino sul other C.LS. countries.

. Mull =>d Inspection A F2qpneering, loc. offers the following support for granting
our Ukrainian friends wishen,

,

1. %ey will earn the Radiographers card and will have completed the set
rvguimneute as implied (spirit of the regulations).
Although they do have some En6 sh, and are en=hrmeng to improyg1i2.
daily, they are nervow about the test. His will une the English more
difficult, and they will have a nonnal tendency to forget what they know

3. De proposed intentstar knows nothing Jeout osar resuldions and
radiognphy She is a college professor at the University ofOklahoma.
Siw would he of assistuice to timm ordy with tin comps obeaniou of the

questions.*

4. k would be dietsacting to others testian if they took the test at one of the
nonnally schedaded times.

. _ _ _ _ . _ _. . . _ . . . _ _. . . . . . . . . . _ _ . . _ . .
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5. Midland wadd be willing to pay for the Bureen'a pernoe to corne to |
Midlani to t.d these individaals. It nakes good sense to pay for one or i

two,indeed of five or six to travel.
6. Texas has the opportunity to take the lead w md continue to be a

world leader by grantire these respeda
7. 'ne burem would be pening a great uppm1 unity to be a good will ,

ambanander.
8. : If tiw Breau can not anaist in this nudser the Ukrainians will look to

AShTT for their sufkiy certifications. We at Midlead do not want to see
this happelt

If tbme any idSan or other proposals that would fit our acede please udvise uw at
your earliest convenience. Thankin6 you in advance for yow considerations in this matter.

"
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$ , /-M- 97 ,,

Deau Mw i,

Midland Inspection . _@r-mn6. Inc.' "

*
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' 1-800-854-8812
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