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Texas Department of Health
Pauwi 1 Panerson, M D 1100 Wegt 49th Sueet Carol S. Danels
Comamnssionet Austio. Texas 78756 3189 Deputy Commuissioner for Programs
(512, 458-7111
Randy P. Washingion Kadiation Control Roy L. Hogan
Deputy Commissioner for Health Care Financug (512) 8346688 Deputy Commussioner for Admumistratoo

January 22, 1997

Dean Murphy. President

Midland Inspection and Engineering, Tnc.
14214 W. Highway B0 East

Odessa, Texas 79765

Dear Mr. Murphy:

We have reviewed vour January 20 fax requesting special provisions for the testing and certification
of the five Ukrainians associated with your company, and have consulted with the Texas Department
of Health’s psychometrician. Our policies for the uniform administration of industrial radiography
examinations and our concerns for the security of the exam item bank preclude our authorization of
a language interpreter to assist the individuals with the comprehension of the questions. The role of
an interpreter is to provide a direct translation rather than to assist with comprehension

The Texas Regulations for Control of Radiation state that the industrial radiography examnations will
be given in English. We have previously allowed individuals to bring translation dictionaries with them
if they needed assistance with the Enghsh language. We offer your associates that option. No
additional ume is allotted for finishing the exam.

Additionally, we are unable 1o accept your offer to pay for someone from the Bureau of Radiation
Control to travel 1o Midland (o test the individuals. While the offer 1s generous, it would be unethical
for our organization to accept that type of assistance.
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Mr. Dean Murphy
January 22, 1997
Page Two

I response (0 numerous requests for a testing session in the Midland/Odessa area, we are pursuing
the scheduling of an examination sometime in mud to late April, and possibly again in October of this
year We will noufy your company, as well as others in the area, when the arrangemcnts are
confirmed. erUkninian&ssociawsarcwelcmnctoukemyofmnscheduled examinations, as there
are no classroom training or on-the-job training prerequisites to sitting for the exam.

If you have additional questions Of COTCEINS, please contact me

Sincerely,

{4{ 11 & e 5«A,4(.,uﬂ~

Ruth E. McBurney, C.H P, Director
Division of Licensing, Registration
and Standards

Bureau of Radiation Control

e American Society for Nondestructive Testing, Inc.
Conference of Radianon Control Program Directors, Inc.
NRC Office of State Programs
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At Ruth McBumey
1512 8346716

Desmr Mg McBuoey,

Ay pov owr comvermtion oo Friday we at Midland hwpection & Engineerng, Inc.
would like the Burean to consider the following with regards to testiug wnd ixauing State
Radogruply Cards to five Ukruin eos,

s  Allow for au uerpreter who 1 » Lauguage Profossor.
b. Make provisions for a separaie test
¢. Issue some type of coctificate if 2 Radiographers card can not be issued.

‘The five candidates do speuk and read sowe Euglish, two of them speak and 1 ead
English fuirly well Al five are well educuted, four wre Engineers, ind one has a PhD
They will roceive three moathe training while in the United States. Sharp Servicos w
conMnthercquimdfoﬂyhannfn&ﬁiﬂnfﬂyhiﬁmuuﬂimdmbe
regulatione. Midland will give thv the two Inmick v bowrs sxperience n the field

Mywnma,'fumisbownwordwi&tobvuladu w Technology, und
Sadety with regards to the il and Gus Industry. The Ukrainisns huve tewned up with
Midiand bocmse we @ ¢ percerved to be the dommsge company in the Permuzn Basio, snd
huve aifiliute companics ia other locations aynonymous with the Oil and Gas Iodustry.
They the Ukrainians wish to weet the standard set 1n Texzs for two reasous. 1) meet the
atancards of the world lexder, 2) enable them to do work for western compunies with
buginese in Uloune md other C.1S, countries.

Midland Inspection & Fagmeening, Toc offors the followng support for granting
o Ulrmnisn friends wishes,

1. They will cam the Radiographers card snd will have completed the set
roguu wineuts us yoplied (spuit of the rogulations).

2 Although they do huve some English, snd ure coutiouing to improve
duuly, they wre nervous about the test. Thae will ke the English more
difficult, and they will lve n normul tendency to forget what they know.

3. The proposed iterpreter knows nothung sout ow regulstions and
radiogruphy  She is u college profeseor at the University of Oklahoma
She would be of assistance to thew only with thse compr ehension of the

ong

4. 1t would be distracting to others tosting 1f they took the tost at one of the
pormally scheduled times
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5. Midlund would be willing (o pry for the Rurena’s person 1o come o
Midland to test these individuals. It mukes good sense to pay for one o
two, matend of five or six to travel.

6  Texns has the opportumity to take the lead agun, wnd contione 1o be a
world leader by granting these requentn

7. The barean would be pasming a great opportunity to be u good will
anbassador

8 Ifthe Burenu cau not assist i tus mautter the Ulornimans wall look to
ASNT for their safety certifications. We st Midland do not want to see

this hagrpen

If there any ydess or other propoeals that would fit our neede please advise me at
your earliest convenicoce Thankang you in advance for your considerations in this matter
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