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@ Seab k, JH 03874
Telephone (603)474 9521j[h fh Facsimile (603)474 2987

a- ,

Energy Servico Corporation Ted c. Feigenbaum :
Senior Vice President and '

Chief Nuclear Officer
NYN. 93028

February 17,1993

United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission .

Washington, D.C. 20555

Attention: Document Control Desk

Reference: Facility Operating License No NPF 86, Docket No. 50 443
,

Subject: Licensee Event Report (LER) 93 004 00: Non compliance With Technical
Specification Actions for Inoperable Radioactive Effluent Monitoring
Instrumentation

Gentlemen:

Enclosed please find Licensee Event Report (LER) No. 93 004 00 for Seabrook
Station. This submittal documents an event that occurred on January 18,1993. This event
is being report pursuant to 10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)(1)(B).

Should you require further information regarding this matter, please contact Mr.
James M. Peschel, Regulatory Compliance Manager, at (603) 474 9521, extension 3772.

Very truly yours,

/ >

fd6fh*/4bW -

Ted C. Feigenbaum
,

TCF:EWM/act

Enclosures: NRC Forms 366,366A

220061

y}/a member of the Northeast Utilities system -

9302230047 930217 I.PDR ADOCK 05000443
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United States Nuclear llegulatory Commission l'e br u a ry 17,1993
Attention: Document Control Desk Page two

ec: Mr. Thomas T. Martin
llegional Administrator ~
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Itegion i
475 Allendale Road ,

King of l'russin, PA 19406 |
P

Mr. Albert W. De Agarlo. Sr. I'roject Manager
l'roject Dis ectorate 14 4

Division of Reactor l'tojects
U.S. Nuclear. itegulatory Commission ,

Washington, DC 20555
,

Mr. Noel Dutlicy
NitC Senior lletident inspector
l'.O. Ilox 1149
Seabrook, Nil 03874

t

INPO
Records Center
1100 Clrrie 75 l'arkway ,-

Atlanta, G A 30339
..
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(592) EXP!RE$6/3

(511".Al[D BURDIN PER RI$''ON$E 10 COMPLY WITH

LICENSEE EVElfP REPORT (LER) M Ano c N nf$ kCANf!NG N IN QS11 1[ 10
I* t " $ "

THE INf0RMA110N AND REC 0Roi MANAGtMENT [4tANCH
(MNBB 1714), U.S. NUCl[AR RICUL A10RY COMMi$$10N,

($ce reverse for required nunter of digitshharacters for each block) WASHlhGf04,l'ROJECl00 70556 0001 AND 10 TH( PAP [RWDRKRtDUC110N 3100104), OFFICC Of
MANACIMINT AND tmDCfT,(WA HING10N, DC 20503.

'

ildlTITYNAME(1) seabrook Statton DDC7E N IMl R7 h) PAGE(3)
| 05000443 1 OF 3

'IIi[EM N6n (orpliance with lechnical Specification Actions for inoperable Radioactive Ef fluent Monitortrg
Instrumntation

EVENTDATE]51__ tlN3IiiiIl6) RIPURIDATE3) . OIHERIAClllllts.lNVOLVIDl8)
~

_
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MONTH 0M YEAR YIAR MONTH DAY YEAR

' ^# " # D y 0b"01 18 93 93 04 00 02 12 93

E35 E U"I 35 5 " N U # 5"*"I IU I"' " * "I"'"I8 0' 30 C'" " (" * "" ** ) I UOPERA 11NG 3
HDDE(9) Il0.402(b) 20.405(c) 50.73(a)(2)(lv) 13.11(b)

-

POWER * '

0
LEVEL (10) 20.405(a)(1)( t t) 60.36(c)(2) 50.13(a)(2)(vi1) DiHER

-"

{b t acgt low
20.405(a)(1)( t t i) X 60.73(a)(2)(1) 50.n(a)(2)(vitt)(A) Specify in
20.405(a)(1)( t v) $0 n(a)(2)(tt) 50.73(a)(2)(vi t t )[BT ,

20.40s(a)(1)(v) 50.n(a )(2 )( t t i) 50.n(a)(2)(x) nRc f orm y,r,A)
~ *

LICfh5fE CONTACI f0R THl$ LER (12)
hAME ItttPHONE NUMDLR (include Arca Code)
Mr. Jamos M. Ponchol, Regulatory Compliance Mgr. (603) 474-9521 Ext 3372

COMPLETE ONE LINE FOR CACH COMPONENT FAILURE Df 5dtlBED IN THl$ REPORT {T.i)
-

0 ECAust $Y$1[M COMP 0NINI MANUF ACTURt R CA'J$C $Y$1[M COMPONfNT MANUTACTURER
5

=

$UPNENTAL REPORT (KPECilD (14) EXPECTED MONIH 11 Yl AR

YE5 $UBMISSION
(if yes, cotrolete EXPEtil0 $UBMISSION DATE). X NO

DATE(15)

AB5IRACI (limit to 1400 spaces, i.e., approxtrutely 15 s trale-spaced typewritten lines) (16)

On January 18, 1993 a Steam Generator Illowdown ilush Release Permit was generated to allow the rinsing of a recently
regenerated steam generator blowdown demineralizer to the ocean. The flowmeter in this discharge path is not dcsigned for
the law conductivities (less than 5 micrombos) which were expected during this evolution. Technical Specification Table 3.312
Action 31, allows the continuation of effluent releases with the nowmeter inoperable provided the flow rate is estimated at
least once per four hourr.. On January 18,1W3 at 2135, it was determined that the 4 hour flow estimate was execeded by 35
minutes. This constituted a condition prohibited by the Technical Specifications.

There were no adverse safety consequences as a result of this event. No radioactive liquid effluent limits were exceeded.

The root cause for this event was determined to be personnel error on the part of the chemistry technician responsible for
obtaining the radioactive liquid effluent flow estimation. The technician became involved in other duties and failed to obtain
the flow estimate required by Technical Specifications.

The chemistry technician who was re.sponsible for the event was counseled by supervision on his failure to take the proper
action. Additionally, this event is scheduled to be discussed with each operating crew by the end of February 1993. The
discunion will stress the importance of using the Non-routine Surveillance leg. to assist shift technicians in ensuring timely
perfortnance of Technical Specification activities.
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I5ilHAll'D BURDIN P[R RESPON$f TO COMPLY WITH
Tillt !!#0RKAllDN C0ll[Cil0N RIOUIST: 50.0 HR$..

FORWARD COMMENi$ RIGARDING BURb[N I$11 MATE 10LICENSEE EVENT REPORT (LER) THE INr04 Mall 0N AND RECORDS MANAGEMf NI M/SCH
TEXT CONT 111UATIOla (MNu 1714), u.s. Nucit AR RIGULAimV COMISSION,

WA5HING10N, DC 70540001, AND THE l'AP[RWORK
RtDUCTIDN I ROJL C1 3160 0104 OffIC[ Of

~
MANAGf MINT AND [lVDGf t,(WA911NGTO , DC 708.03.
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Seatrook Statlon YEAR 5tQUINilAL HLVl$1Dh
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DlWrRti'rlON Ol' EVINt'

On January 18, 1903 a Steam Generator filowdown 11ush IIelease Fermit was generated to allow rinsing the steam generator
blowdown deminerallier to the ocean. Demineralized water is used to rinse the ster.m generator blowdown demineralizer,
directing the effluent flow to the ocean. This flow is measured by a magnetic type Dow instrument, Wi IT 1458, which relies
on ions in the Howstream to determine now. The demineralized water, used to rinse the r, team generator blowdown
demineralizer, has a conductivity too low for this How instrument to work properly, it has been determined that the Dow
instrument is not designed for water with conducthities less than 5 mhos.

Technical Specification 3.3.3.9 provides the operability requirements for radioacti,e liquid effluent monitoring instrumentation
channels. Action b requires implementation of the actions stated in Table 3.312 when less than the minimum number of
monitoring instrumentation channels are inoperable. For the Liquid Radwaste Test Tank Discharge Flow Itate Measuring
Devices (Item 2a.),il no flow rate measuring devices are operable, Action 31 requires that the flow rate be estimated once per
4 hours. For this Steam Generator lilowdown demineraliter rinse, flow rates were scheduled to be taken at 3 hour inte:vals to
ensure compliance with the 4 hour equirement. The specific circumstances regarding the noncompliance are described below.

The flow estimate was first taken on January 18.1W3 at 1700. The chemistry technician's supervisor discussed the flow
estimate requirement intervals with the technician to ensure the Dow estimates would be taken every three hours, so as not to
exceed the four hour requirement. 'I'he next scheduled flow estimate was to be taken at 2000. Ilowever, the tecimician
became involved with other duties and when returning to the laboratory at 2130 tealized the missed now estimate. The
technician immediately notified the Control Room of the error and obtained the now estimate, which was logged at 2135. A
total of 4 hours and 35 minutes elapsed between now estimates. This exceeded the required 4 hour flow estimate interval by
35 minutes and therefore constitutes a condition prohibited by Technical Specifications.

S AIVf Y ('oNs!'QI TNCFS

There were no adverse safety consequences as a result of this event. No radioactive liquid effluent limits were exceeded. The
worst case scenario that could occur as a result of this non. compliance is that the radioactive efnuent discharging to the ocean
could have been Dowing at a rate higher than was permitted in the Steam Generator lilowdewn Flush Relet.se Permit during
the missed surveillance period and the ef0uent release could have been underestimated. The scerario of an increase in Dow ,

above the limit stated in the Steam Generator 1110wdown Flush Releasc Permit is possible during any planned release if the
flow is adjusted during the evolution. The adjusted flow would be discovered during the 4 hour flow determination and the
Dow readjusted or the cinuent release recalculated. The impact of exceeding the flow determination by 35 minutes (other than
violating Technical Specifications) is not significant unless the Dow increase was so substantial so as to cause an efuuent limit
to be violated. An audible alarm in the Control Room would sound in the event of a high ef0uent How condition. The high
now alarm setpoint was set m the maximum now stated in the Steam Generator Ulowdown Flush Release Permit, During the
missed surveillance period this alarm did not sound.

Roor CAtisu

The root cause for this event was determined to be personnel error on the part of the chemistry technician responsible for
obtaining the radioactive liquid effluent now estimation. The technician became involved in other duties and failed to obtain
the now estimate required by Technical Specifications.

It is noted, that this event might have been avoided had Control Room operators catacted the chemistry technician to verify
IbL{bmtisitc_haDeraxhtniunl.
Nncr0RM3csA(s97)
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The chernistry technician who was respernible for the event was counseled by supenision on his failure to take the proper I

action This LER will be shared with all Chemistry Department personnel as part of the routine review of Station operating
experience.

Additionally, this event is scheduled to be discussed with each operating crew by the end February 1993. The discussion will
stress the importance of using the Non routine Surveillance Iq, to assist shift technicians ensuring timely performance of
Technical Speci6 cation activities.

PNer CONDfl10NS

At the time of the identincation the plant was in MODE 3.

There have been two previous similar events whetc the auion requisements of Technical Speci6 cation 333.9 were not
complied with. LER 92-20 documents an event which occurred on September 24,1992,invohing a missed grab sample on the
Primary Component Cooling Water System (PCCW), when the PCCW radiation monitor was inoperable. The event was,-

attributed to personnel error on the part of the technician resnonsible for missing the grab sample. The individual was
counselled and all Chemistry Department personnel we:c informed of the event. LER 89-09 documents an event which

invohing a PCCW pab sample which wa; obtained in a timely manner when the PCCW headoccurred on August 10,1989, i
tank rate of change alarm was inoperable, however, the sample was not properly analynd for radioacthiry content. The event
was attributed to personnel error on the part of the technician responsible for performing the sampic analysis. The individual
was counselled and all Chemistry Department Personnel were informed of the event.

; North Atlantic considers the previous events (LER 92-20 and LER 89-09) and this event to be isolated instances of Technical

| Specification non compliance. None of these events involved the same individual. The North Atlantic Chemistry Department
| has been effective in performing the extensive sampling and analysis required by Technical Specifications.
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