INDIAN ORCHARD CITIZENS COUNCIL

117 Main Street
Indian Orchard, Massachusetts 01151
(413) 543-3172
June 29, 1992
Ivan Selin, Chairman
Nuciear Reguiatary Commission
washington, D0.C. 20888
“ interstate N.iclear Seorvices
5 Parker Street, Indian Orchard, MA
®ear Mr. Selin:
hmmmouzmmummmmlwadmmmomwoy

of indian Crohard neighborhood of Springfield. We are the recopnized Community Development
anization for this area and hyve been incorporated since 1976. One of the reasons we exist is 1o deal with

unity issues and problems. Fum.wwmumﬂmdlm'hmmimwotm
ity of life in our neighborhood®.

you will "nd & copy of a news article which appeared.in the Spriagfield Senday Republican, June 7.
!992. As & direct result of this article our office received a grast many calis from residents living

close proximity 10 Interstate Nuciear Services, all expressing & great over possible heaith
. The Board of Directors for this Council discussed this matier st our monthly meeting, June 10,
1992. At that time grest concemn was expressed again about health and safety issues affesting both residents
#nd employees, as well as the impact these issues have on the envionment. The INS propeny is very close 10 a
residential area and directly adjoins Springfield Park Department land, Hubbard Park, whigh includes
Conservation Land. Aiso of concern ig Dimmock Pond in Hubbard Park, as well as the nearty, Loon Pond.

The staterents in the encicsed articie that are of major concerm 10 us ane:

1. The reporter's finding that radiation readings gulside the INS perimeter fence, near a waste-filled truck

were 12 10 15 times normal background radiation levels experienced in every day life.

2. That all INS waste will be stored on site as of January 1, 1993,

3 N 1989 INS stored twice the volume of waste than it snipped.

Comorate heaith physics manager at INS, Michael Bovino, said the trucks of waste are removed twice a
year - NRC records indicate it is removed only once a year, and was not removed at all in 1990

5. Because of much stifer regulations for nuciear power plants, a person standing at the INS fence for tws
days in early May would have received a higher dose of radiation than a person standing at Vermont's
Yankee fence for a year,

]

Allegations of discharge of radioactive water into the City sewer system.
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As a result of the'concern generated by this articie we are requesting responses and/or action 1o the following:

A i n Iindian Orchard, with representatives from My NRC, in order that residents may hav.
- . - “1.'
%
B. property and records, with nowotification to either Interstate Nuclear
. UniFirst Corporation. o L
. -¢

d for radiation comnmmm..; X
oINS is allowsd 1 operass, ¢

E  Thar the adjoining Park Department land, including Dimmock Pond be checked for contamination ang for
possibie illegal dumping of waste material.

F. That Loon Pond be checked for contamination and for possidie ilegal dumping of waste material.
G With regard 1o items 3 and 4 above, if waste material was not shipped, where is it?

H. At the present time, what type of monitoring is being done, who does it, and when is it done”?

I. s there a Public Documents Room for INS and if so0, where is it?

J.  What is the dockat number for INS?
Further, on behalf of neighborhood residents, we demend the following:

Elzal. that the radicective readings_gulaids the INS fence perimeters be “0" at all times.

Sacond, that "O" nuciear waste by-products (foam, water, eic.) be sllowed to enter
Springtieid’'s water/sewer system.

Third, that INS stop using residential streets to get to and from their plant. Specitically,
Nagie end Nichols Streets.

Equrth, that under_ng circumstances INS be allowed to store nuciear waste products on their
property.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. We are looking forward 10 your response and resoiution 10 these
Ssues.

Sincerely,

-~ o 7/ vf"’? / /<
Ceyrd r/ /‘,',_/_'_."{

Gloria M. Mitchell. Presigent
y. 9 mole. Al 2 = T
Linda Hammons. vVice President

Enclosures
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G U.S. Senator Edward Kennedy
U.S. Senator John Kerry
U.S. Represeniative Richard E. Npal , |
Federal Environmental Protection Agency
State Senator Brian Lees
State Represantative Psut Caron
Massachusetts Department of Public Health-Radiation Control Program
Massachusetts Department of Public Health-Division of Food & Drugs, Radiation Control Program
Massachusetts Department of Public Health - Division of Environmental Health Assessment
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection-Water Management Bureau
Massachusetts Low Level Waste Management Board
Mayor Robert T. Markel
Springficid City Counciiors
James P. Dwyer, Inspector, Division of Radiation Safety & Safeguards, NRC Region 1
Springfield Department of Public Works
Springfield Health Department
Springfield Parks Department
Springfieid Conservation Commission
Springfield Lccal Emergency Planning Committee
Springfield Community Emergency Planning Corporation
Springfield Fire Department
Citizens Awareness Network
Springfield Sunday Republican
The Register
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A M C Sunday Repubhcan June‘l 1992

Radioactive foam incident-at INS,

Continued from Page A-§

thation exposure at the jesels re-
corded at INS

Although INS remained near
the top of a list of the stale’s 408
low level radivactive wasie pro-
ducers last year, il has »iedt
with virtual anonymily in resi-
dential  neighborhood for more
than 3 years

“Thai's the way we hike i.” saud
Hlovine “Peuple hear the word
nuclear’ and they get upset ~

The plant borders the popular
Mok Pond recrealson area,
Hubbard Park and a2 neighborhood
of neat single famly hoanes Sev-
eral residenis saul last week thal
they worry abowi INS bul mest
sard they hnow hitle about the
COMmpany

INS launders 80 percent of the
radiocactive work clothes in lhe
/S at 13 locations The Parker
Sireel plant, the company’'s flag-
shup facility. launders clothes for
every nuclear power plant in the
Northeast as well as Porismouth
Navy Yard the Massachusetls In-
stiwie of 7Techmology research
lab, and others N is » subsidiary
of UniFirst Corporation, which

launders non radicactive um
forms
INS operates wnder Nuclear

Hegulatory Conunission awthorily
but 1 not subpect lo the hearng

and notification procedures re-
quired of the nuclear power placts
i serves because it does nol oper
ate g maclear reacter However,
tadiatin readmges at  the INS
fe-t0e ¢ TR EILE o enceeded
st e e g taken last week
it Veromont Y ankes Nuclear Pow

_____ unity

e NRC: ;unu ig 500 mullirems
Nllkm per

‘bohidioiecnllo

mijliroms per year, and the
“ﬂb recommends that nuclear
plants “voluntarily stay helow a

of $'millirems per year
low-level radicactive wasie
th'lhn’lq 25 millirems per

)

"rb iermas ol what any nuclear

milHrame
Thal is z :el of radicactive

sir omissions (kal would be ex-
pected to cause three exira can-
cor deaths in a population of 16,
888 over 76 yeara

Sv-‘ thai hmit, accordi to

,. the same standard
toxic themical waste
‘cover in 100
radiation of about | mulii-
mb& hd winler, said Bo
Thal had dmppcj to between
85)and |3 May 11 when Hovino
the cover in the pres
ence of a Teporter
Asdiation v!‘.d'n“s taken oui
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twr ol vacleas power plantc. a
person stamding at the INS lence
for two days m early May wouid
have received a agher dose of 1a
diation than & person standing al
Vermont Yankee's fence for a
year

Teuple don’t hnow it's there’

Winle Umlirst prominen:ly dis
plays its sign, INS has an unhsted
telephone numbes amd 11s sign and
trucks are not visible from Par
ker Stiewt

“Peuple doa't really know 'y
there " sand Scott Geodresw of
Wilbi aham who was one of sever-
al people lishing receatly at Dim
mock Pomd, 2 dozen yards from
the INS fence “1 haow abowt M,
and I'd hike to know more abowl
# 1d hike to know if st's safe it's
a very good guesiion Hel mest
e don’t really tiunk about M "

assachusetis is one of 2 hand-
ful of states that has nol been
granied anthority by the federal
governmment (o control the siting
or operation of low level radwoac
tive “by product matenials users”
hike INS even though nest Jan
wary the state will be forced und
er federal law to take responsibil
iy for all the wasle generated by
INS

This means that as of Jan 1, all
of INS's waste will be stored on

sile
INS 15 hicensed by the Nuclear
Hegulalory ( 'ommLm, which

conducts an inspection aboul once
every three years according to the
NHRs files

State doesn’t moslier siie

The last mspection was Dec 4,
and no vilatins were reported
Samples of the discharge (aken
that day were more than | 000
times below allowable houts for
varwus radiisolopes.  according
to the mspector’s repori

Hecause they are regulated by
the NRO INS 15 exempt from
state Dept ol Public Health radwo
logr sl gudehmes and momitoning
vavinpd Froms the detarled
CIncI guesee y
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aned oty
bese al e
'ln-hn-r

o ting el
segustod ol

ot boondbe otbicr hands o hazard

DIMMOCK POND — isdias Orchard’'s Dimmeck Poead is papular
smeng local fishermen, whe are ofien nnaware of Iz preximity to
Interstate Nuclear Services Radiatien readings 12 to 15 times ner-
mai background radiatien levels experienced in everyday lie were
recerded st a fence just behind the irees visibie en ike far shore.

in fact, siale records shew that
s 1988 INS shipped 4324 cwbic
feel of wasle, © largely of
washing

Michael Downey of the industri-
al pretreatment division al
Sprimgfield’'s wastewaler (irest-

Wietham el of the D171 then
vistted the INS plant but e took
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NRC spokesman Karl Abraham
said that the agency nol been In-
formed of any allegation regard
ing radiation problems at IN!
does not plan any investigation

Hovino declined 1o discuss the
nrecess by whieh TNC o v

tion I those readings n.ahtd

sleady for a year, they womid
e into 1,752 millirems pe:

year

That is 18 Limes the new NRC
hanit, 188 Limes the EPA himit,
and 360 lUimes the NRC recom
mendation for nuclear power

plasts

NG besrings, ne meaitaring
NRC's

' "Bt that can be mues
leading.” sald Olson of ihe
e wasie of he
wuuml and Re
source Service in W

B e
Wetls Bevie s0bd the tructs of
asle jre remeved lwice a year,

w
NRC records indicate il is remov
ed only oace a year, and was not

Carol Amick of the state's Low
level Radioactivea Waste Mana
ment Board last week called (
levei of NRC of firms
like INS “totally ina late ™
?.d sald the siate mll institute
much more aggressive hcensing”
of such facilities if 1 wins the au
thority te do so
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planning required of compames
that hamlie viher hinds of hazard
ous wasie

That may explain why a recent
anenymous complainl  aboust  al
feged radinactive contamenation
al the site bit 2 dead end

None of the state and local offi-
cials who investigated had any
signtficant knowiedge of INS t
erations, or the awlhority to

anyiling about the complaint

Tipster reports ‘coverup’
field waste waler trest-
ment officiais, the state public
health depariment, and the
Department  of  Enviroameatal
Proleciion were all notified In

February after ibe Spriagfield
Healih riment received sa

call regarding an al
m discharge of radioactive wa-
ter inte the ity sewer sysiem.

A caller that elevaied radi-
alion readings were laken from a
manhole and manhole cover al
INS, that company officials had
ignored the cr and then
tried to cover i up, and thal there
might have been a relesse of ra-
droactivity into ihe ciiy sewer sys-
fem

Randy White of the city Health
Depariment said he passed the re-
pori on o wasie waler ireaimest
officials, and 10 the state Dept of
Public Health

“(INS) has some filter hat is
supposed o remove radioactivily
My understanding is that the wa-
forms they launder are not really
radioactive bul they launder them
&3 i they were” n{‘ White

visited the INS plant bui be
no radiological readings at
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ON WATCH — Elsie Seltys of Spri
-muvclulieh-l‘ry
strife 8 the facility on Parker Stre
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i even ithough they vary

Statistics,

The desate over the health
etfects of low level radiation is
bitter and impassioned, 2a0d
casually peppered with refer-
ences to the number of cancer
cumuumu:?um
for any given umit

coalition of medical doctors.
nuclear industry renegades.
and anti-nuclear activists arge-
ing that radiation is lethal at
levels far lower than those now
regulated by the NRC.

‘Dizzying’ range of limits

John Gofman Marvis Resni.
kof!, Helen Caldicott and Er.

gerous for safe use.”

Somewhere in the middle are
the state and federal agencies
that set vigorously contested
radiation discharge and expo-
sure lunits. The dizzying range
of those lLimits refiects the lack
of scientfic consensus op the
a5ue

The Nuclear Regulatory
Commussion says that no one
should be exposed to more than
25 mullirems a vear frum a rs-
dicacuve waste [lacility: bdut
500 mullirems from any other
nuciear facility — lirmuts that
the NRC calls “conservauve"

by a

the fear of
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Industry fights extinction

Opponents. however. say the
proof is mmply being ignored
by a2 industry that is (rying o
save itsel! from extinction
They say no mutation induced

ficial and no level of radiation
expasure has been found w0 be
safe

hiary Olsos of the Nuclear
Information and Resource
Service said some of Lhe latest
research stows a ugher rate of
cancer deaths per wut of radia-
tion at low levels than at ugh
er levels,

Among the cancers most of-
ten cited as beiwng induced dy
radiauon are breast and thy-
roid cancer. and leukemia.

Like physicist Marvin Resn-
koff of Radicactive Waste
Management Associates In
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. B0 | the NRC wui cut (D€ oW QiuUs po: =0 WAF woslu sviie &
s e level | rem lmut by 80 percent by making their way nto the
3 ugher at 1994;" and the Environmental neighborhood. Dimmock Pond
e day you Protection Agency has an emis- and into the Springtield sewer
oa sion limit mz&::- M per-  systam.
. bO Obe lower v . ‘

y comme- - All the nignposts potuting to

real-worid | Urged to adopt an emistion - yop guid of INS.
they ap- | 4 90 lower eves than '
per what | the EPA limit. Whe's telling the truth?

o. there 3 | g relation with cancer’  Asked about the enormous
trucks of According to Bovino, INS is G between Lhe two scientific
¢ a year, | well run specifically because Positions. in light of Bovino's
s remov- | its management has come from SSUrances. Resnikoff said, *Uf
g was not | the noclear power industry. Bo-  ¥0u believw what you are doing

vino lumsel! came from the 5 extremely dangerous, you
Supreme | front lines of the battle ot Ses- find it bard living with your.
contrary. | brook (N.H) Station nuclear sell. So. you must not believe
| h‘:“m‘; power plant He mekes o it*
e’ | ipcege for R UL Tae Deeri dsmd s
seed for ; fOF his beliet that INS benefits, Monitoring Network conmders
SIS MOre rather than harms the health the radiation danger immedi-
of the commumnity ate enough that its membery
: ; . ' attempt to make radiatios
te's Low !.:mtot.l:.:amlm adest -
o\tl.?u-u isL" said Bovino. “You ses, we D¢ Feneral public.
§ | are the end result of people  Askad about researchers like

R inst ,:‘. turning on theur Lghts Resnikof!, Bovino beld up his
licensing” ‘tvorybuybmh.u nuclie  hands and shucoered
ns the ay- | A7 plant background” be said - BLIXT
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s of Springfield. former emplovee st Interstate Nuciear Services and now uni-

laundry workers there, says salety concerns have long bees a source of labor
rker Street s Indian Orchard.



