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DVDIAN ORCHARD CITIZENS COUNCIL
q 117 Main Street

Indian Orchant. Massachusetts 01151
(413)543 3172

! -

!

| June 29,1992
i -

1

! Ivan Selin, Chairman -
-

-

| Nuclear Reguistory Commission
i Washington, D.C. 20555 ;

! (i: w.,s uxi.arS vio.s -

! Parker Street, Indian Orchard, MA !

{ 4 !
! Dear Mr. Se#n:

$
The Indian Orchard Citizens Council is comprised of a fifteen member Board of Directors who are elected by I

insidents o' indian orchard neighborhood of springfield. We are the recognized Community Development
arganization for this area and hgve been incorporated since 1978. One of the reasons we exist is to deal with

: ) ommunity issues and problems. Further, our organizational goals include "to-preserve and improve the
'

! I pality of life in our neighborhood".

linciosed you wiH Cnd a copy of a news article which appeared 4rth SprtW'% Repuhtcari, June 7
.Is. . .

|
i 992. As a direct result of this article our office received a great many calls from residents living

'

i 1 1 close proximity to Interstate Nucieer Services, all expressing a great over possible healtn
lbsues. The Board of DitoJtors for this Council discussed this ma8er at our thiy meeting, June 10.:

! 1992. At that time great conoom was expressed again about health and safety leeues aSeepm0 bodi. residents
~

j and employees, as well as the impact these issues have on the environment. The INS propony is very close to a
; residential area and directly adjoins Springfield Park Department land, Hubbard Park, which includes
| Conservation Land. Also of concem is Dimmock Pond in Hubbard Park, as wen as the neartgLoon Pond.
'
.

{ The statements in the enciesed article that are of major concem to us are:
i

f 1. The reporter's finding that radiation readings Q.utsida the INS perimeter fence, near a waste-filled truck.
; were 12 to 15 times normal background radiation levels experienced in every day life.
,

j 2. That all INS wasts will be stored on site as of January 1,1993.
l
' 3. In 1989 INS stored twice the volume of waste than it shipped.

4. Corporate health physics manager at INS, Michael Bovino, said the trucks of waste are removed twice a
year NRC records indicate it is removed only once a year, and was not removed at all in 1990.

,

5. Because of much stiffer regulations for nuclear power plants, a person standing at the INS fence for two
days in early May would have received a higher dose of radiation than a person standing at Vermont's
Yankee fence for a year.

6. Allegations of discharge of radioactive water into the City sewer system.
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! As a result of thetoncem generated by this ' article we are requesting responses and/or action to the following:
!

I A. A pt-tg =, in Indian Orchard, with representatives from tig NRC, in order that residents may have
5 their co ressed 4 ?-! % 4'

B. . property and records, witti renotification to either interstate Nuclear
, UniFirst Corporation. "?) !

,. -

! t- .- t
) , for radiation contamina$f.,

"'

i
4 .

! D. INS is allowed to operate...J
.

; ~..

j E. That the adjoining Park Department land, including Dimmock PoS be checked for contamination and for
; possible illegal dumping of waste material.
|

| F. That.l. con Pond be chedted for contamination and for possible illegal dumping of waste material.
! .

G With regard to items 3 and 4 above, if waste material was not shipped, where is it?
!

j H. At the present time, what type of monitoring is being done, who does it, and when is it done?
!

j l. Is there a Public Documents Room for INS and if so, where is it?
~

l
; J. What is the dodcat number for INS?-
.
4

j Further, on behalf of neighborhood reeldents, we demand t,he..following:
.

Eltal, that the radioactive readings aulsida the INS fence perimeters be "0" at all times.
<
'

j gagamL that "O" nuclear waste by products (foam, water, etc.) be' allowed to enter
j Springfield's water / sewer system.
i

| Ihlub that INS stop using residential streets to get to and from their plant. Specifically,
| Nogle and Nichols Streets.
1

Fourth. that under na circumstances INS be allowed to store nuclear waste products on their;

{ property.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. We are looking forward to your response and resolution to these
issues.

Sincarely,

b h - u l. / ?L-

Gloria M. Mitchell, President

&w h&w2.>%&ho'
Unda Hammons. Vice Presdent

Encbsures
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OC: U.S. Senator Edward Kennedy'

i U.S. Senator John Kerry
'

| , ,-! U.S. Representative Richard E,.$1, , -
| Federal Environmental Protectio 6 Agency
: State Senator Brian Laos
| State Representadvs Peuttaron
| Massachusetts Department of Public Health Radiation Control Program
j Massachusetts Department of Public Health Division of Food & Drugs, Radiation Control Program
j Massachusetts Department of Public Health Division of Environmental Health Assessment
; Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection Water Management Bureau
! Massachusetts Low Level Waste Mana0ement Board
j Mayor Robert T. Markel
! Springfloid City Councilors
! James P. Dwyer, inspector, Division of Radiation Safety & Safeguards, NRC Region 1

.

Springfield Department of Public Works
: Springfleid Health Department
i Springfleid Parks Department

Spring #eid Conservation Commission
; Spring #eid Local Emergency Planning Committee
i Spnngfleid Community Emergency Planning Corporation
i Springfield Fire Department
! Citizens Awareness Network

| Springfield Sunday Republican

|
The Register
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! Radioactive foam inci-dentet IXSg.
I

concerns Springfield to unity |
M - %''

'~
'Contioned irose Page A-B /], H e lts e m Qi .j

,
**deation es nosure at the levels re- e

@'"II 09 500 m68Hrems# ! %' gicoreled at NS '

f . -

| AkhouC : INS remained near i ,/ g '

WmilHrems per,

I %. . .

standing at the
i the top of a list of the state's 400

,, e(, a Heensed .fe ,! Iow-level radioactive weste pro- '31 e - c .
,

la aN to be' cut to' *
b ir 1 yi it in - i.

' W $ / 4 4 r%W pe year; and Ihe ||8'.j deaual neighborhood ior smere 3 '' b 'M(IQ tecesigmepds that nuclear ;-
*

than 3e ears.
* . .

y A' D pleets'*velustarH . stay lielow a ("That s the way we like it," said '

of $' san ' rems per year.* '

. -* wj Ilowino "8'cople hear the word - .

g Thtive wastei
*

'necleisr* aiml flicy ge t inftset." ,'g. '

y the,'Hm6$'),e 25 senilurems per| The plant boeders the popular x

! l binisuurk l'ond recreatsun area, d . '* k.U * d'
'

*
-

| Ilesbbard l' ark mini a neighborhood of what any aesclear'
.

'
,'

, 'I is'aHowed to release fato !L*of meat single family hennes. Sev- ;
. .mmanachusetts wants toeral residents said last week that 4 - ''' ', -

'

!
' '

feNew the federal EPA liardt of Itthey worry about INS, but meet
-

-

setNiresses per
-

-

said they know httle abueet the r.d .

company.
-

'
. el of radioactive iw . Whetais sme

~~ ~
air esmisstems that would he es- i

*INS launders 80 pescent of the
. potted to cease' three estra can-radioactive work chdises la the L. b .

Street plant, the coenpany's flag-
. g, g g

'-

eer teseths la a populauen of le,-11S. at 13 locations. The Parker,

7- 300 over 76. years.''

| ship facility, laienders clotlies for ; Even that lesent, according to( ,

fI critics,.$s far See high A coal 6 tion| every onesclear power plant la the f ,y .,

g ,** of aett-anclear and pubHe hemHb; Northeast. as well as l'ortsmeeth j,
j Navy Yard, the Massacheesetts In- advocacy has caHed for a-n'

-

stitwie et Technology research . '' T . d' leanit,ef, s. esillurenes per year.* *
:

I lab, and others. It is a sehsidiary i ,- ' ' 'l .l' * That standard would resuelt la sieme
i of UniFirst Corporatiose, whicli ,. J '*/ e X Ma**l cancer death in'a pop-'

g g*%rs. *the same steastasd
launders non radioactive une- e milHen . people ev.q

s .;

ingf,ye23lorms. e yea
,

INS operates under Nuclear 8i
| temic theneical waste' '

s ,,,,/g,. Q gHegulatory t'onsenession amtliority c
but i; not subject to the lietrang '

- @ ties of aW I WHi-r
avul notification procedures re- - g, hour M winter, said Bo-.,.,,j

quered of the nuclear power plarts
* t

, 1.p r 1 . m . .i
.

.,

it serves heranse it does not oper- t hind dhc3 to between
! . sie a nuric.n erarter flowever. .95)andf,I May II when Hovino
j s .nh.. I n.n er.nhngs .s t Ihe INS relmeasur the com m N pten. c. s.n nr.s.enre. f.u enrerded ,,,,.,g . reporter'
3 .unil.se er.nhugs t.sken 1.nl werk

Rad.ial.b.. , dm#s ,M,en out-.a t V.-s no..ns ) . entire No. Ic.e l'uw- ,,4.. .u
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,

&

diation than a persse standing at asseeeg local fishersees, who are eftes teseware of its prealuni$y to year.* * |
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,, g3, EPA
I''' ,
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Winie lin First prominen;Iy dis- pisets

,

plays its sign, INS has an unhsted in fact, state records show that INS employee aged besiaans agent No beerlags, ne meettering !,telephone number and its sign anul in 1999, INS stdyped 432.4 ceMc forlocalSt.
trucks are not visible frwn Par- feet of waste,( ' "8-- largely sf "Withoed as there, they wen *L Both Bevine and the NRC's j
her Stacet radinactive lied freen IftS wastdag how te wwry sheet anyhedy ceM. Karl Abrahmen amid such a com-

*l*copie don't really know it's enachhees ased dryers. At the smene lag the NRC.11eere won't he any- Perlese is inefa6r, since it assumes j
time, NRC recorde imecote IMS hody to demaail better said res- a =-sans source of radiatlee,j tiies e," said Scott Goodream of i

Wilbsaham who was one of sever- stored on sue meere lines twice slauena. If the amies is whach esists at a meclear a
al people fishing recently at IMne- that votesme of waste est, Hoa werkws them we getag plaat W not at the M fact y,
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,

18 l'd hke to know if it's safe. k's Springt 's wastewater treet- don't weet to be at une mercy 4" r we waste et the |
and I'd hke to know more abung

she said. leeir Infersseat and Re-'
>

8Mel P ant sa6d he heJ set boom ,,,,,, g,,,g,, g, y,,y,gg,,,l !a very good stoest6on But senes
pehele don't really think sheet H..tswan of k fe4 estemt of the m. c pa a.e= bring me respeese * *For all amysee knows, the level i,

assachusetts is one of a head- cent allegance of tim INS,.es- i '

Sehys, who new werbs for the sney actually have been Ingher at
ful of states that has not been charge. Duweey said his depart-

,,,,a,se6dthatsafekt
vistaHens etiser 'tissess than se the day yee

granted authority by the federal "*'d can only nly se IMS to take and that leek rendags," sa6d Olsen.
are notMag new at,,I

.

government to control the siting its own radottee readage prior to ,,,,,,,g,,,,g,, g,,,t under. *With facilities Nke ilets, no esse '

or operation of low-level radioac. discharging water late the sewer. stand that liney have a right to se is leeklag at leew a given comme- ,

teve by-product materials users" to time NRC wkh alleged safety v4 . aNy unsy be affected. There areemmehhe IN5 - even thougli nest Jan- e etenees, no heerlags, ased no real-world |..
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*
I

Tins meavis that as of Jan 1. all SOfVICOS p stand why they don't de anytMag While Bowssee said the traschs of f
,

of INS's waste will be stored on about it. They say weist de; waste $re removed twice a year,.
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Su
- port en the neashole incident, he Jassary1, cosepaades hke INS
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'
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;
,

-
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, -
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_

f
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,
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'

state. Ine pt eel l'ashier llcalth radio- -
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1 tthe The demis over the health "That has given us the fear of

'

j i fa- effects of lo# level radiaties is God, the fear of the regula.
! bitter and impasstaand, and tions. We do everything by the
:

,ut to casually peppered with refer- book and we are la this for the
! !th' ences to the number af canegr long heel If that weren't the
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for any gives unit of radiation ,,,g,.t work here."j er

i esposure.
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cists like Interstate Neelear health physicists believe that
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into ha* e been tranaed by and work a vanistung point at radiation
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John GWmaa. Marvia Ramd-
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1: et Springfield. former employee at laterstate Nuclear Serviets and new mai-
tradry merkers there, says safety concerns have long been a source of labor

; irk:r Street ta ladian Orchard.
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