JuL 05 1883

HEMORANDUM FOR: Chairman Palladino
Cormissioner Cilinsky
Commissioner koperts
Commissioner Asselstine

FROM: William J. Dircks, Executive Director for Operztions

SUBJECT: STAF COMMENTS ON EPA PROPUSED STAIIDARDS FOR URANIUN
AD THORIUM MILL TAILINGS AT LICE (SED COMMERCIAL
PROCESSLNG PLARTS (SECY-83-195, DATED HAY 20, 1983)

On June 26, 1983 the NRC received the attachec letter of June 27, 1883
from Congressman Udall, In this letter, Congressman Ucall states that
the staff, in Enclosure 3 to SECY-83-1¢5, misrepresented certain communi-
cations in the legislative history for recent amendments, to the Uranium
1111 Tailings Radiaticn Control Act (UMTRCA). Congressman Ucall also
requests that his comments be specifically consicered by the Cemmission
in future celiberations on UMTRCA regulatory actions,

Since by majority vote the Commission has agreed on the version of the
letter to be sent as the HRC's comments to the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA), we wish to specifically airect your attention to the
lerter from Congressman Udall to determine whether it was considered in
your vote and, if not, whether it changes your position or comments on
the letter to EPA.

8y including in Enclosure 8 to SECY-%3-195 the statement upon which
Congressman Udall comments, the staff hac intended to suggest that since
the enactment of UMTRCA in 1978, the Congress has, by statements associ-
ated with fiscal legislation, indicatea some concern on the rogqulation~
(Appendix A, 10 CFR Part 40) which RC promulgated under UMTRCA. 1In
expressing this concern, the staff understood that Congress may be suy-
gesting a "risk-benefit™ approach. Although the legislative history 1is
subject to interpretation, the staff had no intent to misrepresent the
recora. The staff paper (SECY-33-195) contains copies of the
Congressional Recora to which tne staff relerred in tne draft CPA letter.
This Recorad incluced letters from Senator Domenici to Congressman Udall
and Congressman Udall's response to Senater Simpson on this subject.

You should note:

e The final version of the letter to EPA approved by the
majority of the Commission coes not contain the section
upon which Congressiaan Udall cowments.
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e This request to determine whether the letter from Congressran
Udall alters your position or comaents will delay beyond the
closing date for corments (June 30, 1S5E3) tne HLRC comments to
EPA. HRC staff contacts witn EPA staff have determined that
couments received during the week of July 4, 1983, will be
inclugea by EPA in the comment record.

We will appreciate your prompt attention to this.

(Signed) Witliam J. Dircks

william J. Dircks
Executive Lirector
for Operations

Enclosure: As stated

cc: Ur. John Ahearne
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