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Enclosed is Licensee Event Report 96-014-00 for Point Beach Nuclear Plant, Unit 1. This report is
provided in accordance with 10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)(i)(B), “any operation or condition prohibited by the
plant’s Technical Specifications.” This report describes an event where the Unit | steam generator
blowdown filter outlet sample was not obtained and analyzed in accordance with plant Technical

Specifications.
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On December 29, 1996, while Point Beach Nuclear Plant (PBNP) Unit 1 was
operating at 90 percent power, plant Chemistry personnel discovered that
the Unit 1 steam generator blowdown filter outlet sample was not obtained
and analyzed in accordance with plant Technical Specifications. Technical
Specifications Table 15.7.6~1, Item 2.a, requires steam generator blowdown
to be sampled and analyzed for gamma emitters twice weekly. The first
weekly sample was taken on Tuesday, December 24, 1996. However, the
second weekly sample, which was scheduled to occur on December 27, 1996,
was missed. Wh discovered, the Unit 1 steam generator blowdown filter
outlet was immediately sampled and analyzed satisfactorily on December 29,
1996. This event was caused by personnel error. All Technical
Specifications-related chemistry procedures were reviewed to emphasize
Technical Specifications-required samples. This event is being reported
in accordance with the requirements of 10 CFR 50.73(a)(2) (i) (B), "Any
operation or condition prohibited by the plant's Technical
Specifications."
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Event Description:

On December 29, 1996, while Point Beach Nuclear Plant (PBNP) Unit 1 was
operating at 90 percent power, plant Chemistry personnel discovered that
the Unit 1 steam generator blowdown filter outlet sample was not obtained
and analyzed in accordance with plant Technical Specifications. Technical
Specifications Table 15.7.6-1, Item 2.a, requires steam generator blowdown
to be sampled and analyzed for gamma emitters twice weekly. Point Beach
Chemistry analytical methods Procedure CAMP-100.1 states that analyses
which are requlred twice per week be performed at least once per four days
with a minimum of two per work week. CAMP-100.1 defines the scheduled
work week as Sunday through Saturday. The previous sample was analyzed on
Tuesday, December 24, 1996. The second weekly sample was scheduled for
the following Friday, as indicated in CAMP-101, "Daily Routine Sampling
Schedule For Operating, Refueling, or Shutdown Units." However, the
Friday sample was not taken.

Upon discovery, the Unit 1 steam generator blowdown filter outlet was
immediately sampled and analyzed on December 29, 1996. The analysis
indicated less than minimum detectable activity. During the period
between samples, Unit 1 steam generator blowdown was being dirzcted to
Unit 2 service water overboard and the radiation monitoring system (RMS)
was operating for monitors 1RE-219 (blowdown monitor) and 2RE-229 (service
water overboard monitor). Samples of Unit 1 steam generators and Unit 2
service water overboard on December 26, 1996, indicated less than minimum
detectable activity. 1In addition, a review of primary-to-secondary
leakage data indicated .hat conditions did not exist to cause steam
generator blowdown activity to increase during this period. All Chemistry
procedures will be reviewed to emphasize Technical Specification-required
samples. This event is being reported in accordance with the requirements
of 10 CFR 50.73(a)(2) (i) (B), "Any operation or condition prohibited by the
plant's Technical Specifications."

Cause:

The cause of this event was personnel error. Although the steam
generator blowdown sample frequency and associated schedule is
identified in CAMP-101, the Chemistry technician overlooked this
requirement and the sample was not taken. Subsequently, the minimum

Technical Specifications analysis frequency of twice per week was not
net.

During evaluation of this event, Chemistry personnel identified an
additional possible contributor to this event. The steam generator
blowdown filter outlet (SGBFO) sample schedule is currently located in
Section 1, "Secondary Chemistry," of CAMP-101. The technician
respon51ble for the SGBFO sample is assigned to the primary-side sample
routine. Hence, Section 2, "Primary '»olant," is the more appropriate
section for the SGBFO sample and analysis schedule. Had the SGBFO

NRC FORM 366A (4-95)




Py
NHC FORM 366A U.§. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

4 99)
LICENSEE EVENT REPORT (LER)
TEXT CONTINUATION

FACILITY NAME (1) ocKeT NoMBER (2) T~ " LER NUMBER (6) PAGE (3 |
YEAR SEQUENTIAL REVISION
Point Beach Nuclear Plant, Unit 1 05000266 | Numeer wumsin | 3 OF 4
96 - 014 - 00

TEXT (f more space is required, use additional copies of NRC Ferm 3664) (17)

sample been listed in the appropriate section of CAMP-101, the
technician's awareness may have been heightened to a level where the
sample would not have been missed.

Corrective Actions:

Upon discovery on December 29, 1996, the Unit 1 steam generator blowdown
filter outlet (SGBFO) was sampled and analyzed. The analysis indicated
less than minimum detectable activity.

A review of primary-to-secondary leakage data indicated that conditions
did not exist to cause steam generator blowdown activity to increase
during the period between samples.

A temporary change to CAMP-101 was issued on January 2, 1997, which
relocated the SGBFO sample schedule from Section 1, "Secondary Chemistry,"
to Section 2, "Primary Coolant." A permanent change to CAMP-101
irncorporating the relocated SGBFO sample will be completed by February 28,
1997,

All Technical Specifications-related chemistry procedures were reviewed to
ensure Technical Specifications-required samples are adequately
emphasized. This review was completed on January 10, 1997.

The Technician involved in this event was coached and also reviewed
applicable procedures, Technical Specifications, and documertation
assnciated with this event. The Chemistry group discussed this event at a
subsequent group meeting.

The Chemistry group will evaluate the ad quacy of the current method for
ensuring Technical Specifications survei..ance requirements are met and
make appropriate recommendations by February 13, 1997.

Reportability:

This Licensee Event Report is being submitted in accordance with the
requirements of 10 CFR 50.73(a)(2) (i) (B), "Any operation or condition
prohibited by the plant's Technical Specifications."

Safety Assessment:

Trni  event did not affect the operability of any safety-related equipment,
furction, or system. The health and safety of the public and plant
pers.nnel were not jeopardized by this event. Immediately following
discovery of this condition, the Unit 1 steam generator blowdown filter
outlet was immediately sampled and analyzed. The analysis indicated less
than minimum detectable activity. During the period between samples, Unit
1 steam generator blowdown was being directed to Unit 2 service water
overboard and the radiation monitoring system (RMS) was operating for
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monitors 1RE-219 (blowdown monitor) and 2RE~-229 (service water overboard
monitor). Samples of Unit 1 steam generator secondary and Unit 2 service
water overboard indicated less than minimum detectable activity. 1In
addition, a review of primary~-to-seco.dary leakage data indicated that
conditions did not exist to cause steam generator blowdown activity to
increase during the period between samples.

Similar Occurrences:

The following reportable events involving missed surveillances have
occurred:

LER Title

<66/96~-012-00 EDG Fuel 0il System Tests Not Performed In Accordance
With Technical Specifications

266/96~008-00 Missed Full Pressure Test of Containment Airlock

266/94-003-09 Reactor Coolant Sample System Containment Isolation
Valve Test

266/93-006-00 Containment Isolation Valve Not Leak Tested in
Accordance With Technical Specification Requirements

266/92=002-00 Missed Visual Examination of Reactor Vessel Interior

301/94-004-00 Late Reactor Coolant System Chloride Sample

301/94-002-01 Quarterly Technical Specification Test of PORV Block

Valve Not Performed
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