UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. D C 20555 000°

January 24, 1997

Tana®
OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY
MEMORANDUM TO: Hugh L. Thompson, Jr.
Actin xecutive Director for Operations
2 S
FROM: JohnXC. 1€, Secretary
¢
SUBJECT: STAFF REQUIREMENTS - SECY-96-252 - EXTENSION
OF LICENSE TERM FOR MATERIAL LICENSES

The Commission has approved an increase in license terms for
licenses issued pursuant to 10 CFk Parts 30, 40, and 70 (with the
exception of licenses issued pursuant to 10 CFR Part 35) from the
current 5-year period to a 10-year period and approved the
rulemaking plan to remove the 5-year term for medical use
licenses in 10 CFR part 35. This approval also includes
extending the license term from the current S-years to 10-years
for licenses LO manufacture and/or transfer byproduct material,

issued pursuant to 10 CFR Part 32.

The next to the last sentence in the press release should be
revised as follows. nThese include, for example, universities
that use radioactive materials in research; companies that use
moisture density gauges containing radioactive material in road

construction; and other industrial users."

The staff should report to the Commission on how the savings cf
approximately 6 FTE would be reprogrammed beginning in 2001. The

staff should also identify the high priorit:ies in the materials
program where the resources saved by license term extension can

be reprogrammed more effectively to promote the NRC’'s mission.
(EDO) (SECY Suspense: 4/25/97)

shorter than 10 years ig appropriate on
a case-specific pasis and for situations where the industry OX
NRC has not had extensive experience in using or regulating the
proposed use of the material. This shorter license option
provides an excellent opportunity to make the NRC'Ss regulatory
program more performance—based. The staff should report to the
Commission on whether the guidance to licensing staff on this

The use of license terms

SECY NOTE: THIS SRM, SECY-96-252, AND THE COMMISSION VOTING
RECORD CONTAINING THE VOTE SHEETS OF ALL ‘
COMMISSIONERS WILL BE MADE PUBLICLY AVAILABLE 5 qu_b

WORKING DAYS FROM THE DATE OF THIS SRM.
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ufficient. If further guidance or procedures are

d be developed by the staff.
4/25/97)
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needed, they shoul
(EDO) (SECY Suspense:

The staff should consider and report back to the Commission on
the feasibility and cost effectiveness of moving to an annual (oOT
jodic license renewal for

longer) registration in lieu of per
i aterials licensees and of further
(e.g., 20 years)

certain categoriées of m
extending license rerms to longer than 10-years
als licensees. The regiscration

g complying

for certain categories of materi
could be tied toO certification +hat the licensee 1
and s

with applicarle regulations, license terms and conditions,
This would provide an

remitting the appropriate fees.
] ] d decision making W

opportunity to use risk-informe
whether toO eliminate the reguirement to renewvw licenses,
if it provides l1ittle or no

or many materials licensees,
and safety pbenefit .
(EDO) (SECY Suspense: 1/30/98)

ce: Chairman Jackson
Commissioner Royars
Commissioner Dicus
Commissioner piaz
Commissioner MeGatfigan
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office Directors, Regions, ACRS, ACNW, ASLBP (via E-Mail)



