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At 1030 on June 13, 1985 and at 0414 on June 20, 1985, wnile Radiation
Monitor RU-143 was inoperable, Palo Verde Unit 1 exceeded the Limiting
Condition for Operation (LCO) for Sample Analysis of the Plant Vent

Monitor (VL). In both cases, reactor power was at 20%. Backup samples
were taken, but beyond the allowed LCO time limit,and indicated no
release.

Each technician has been formally briefed on the importance of Sample
Analysis within the time frame of the Technical Specification LCO to
prevent reoccurrence of the event.
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At 1030 on June 13, 1985, and at 0414 on June 20, 1985, while Radiation Monitor
RU-143 was inoperable, Palo Verde Unit 1 exceeded the Limiting Condition for
Operating (LCO) for Sample Analysis of the Plant Vent Monitor (VL). In both cases,

reactor power was at 20%. Backup samples were taken, but beyond the allowed LCO
time limit, and indicated no release.

Technical Specification (Tech. Spec.) LCO 3.3.3.9, Action #37, requires that when
the low range Plant Vent Monitor (RU-143) is inoperable, grab samples must be
taken every 12 hours. At the time of both incidents, the samples were taken but
not analyzed within the required time period.

The following corrective action has been taken to prevent reoccurrence of the
event:

1. Special emphasis has been placed in the Unit Chemistry Section Night
Information to identify compliance with Tech. Spec. items.

2. A formal briefing has been conducted with all Chemistry Technicians on
the requirements identified in the Tech. Specs. that involve chemistry
sampling.
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Arizona Nuclear Power Project
P.O. BOX 52034 * PHOENfX. ARIZONA 85072-2034

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission August 5, 1985
Document Control Desk ANPP-33161-EEVB/GEC
Washington, D. C. 20555

Subject: Palo Verde Nuclear Generating Station (PVNGS)
Unit 1
Docket No. STN 50-528, License No. NPF-41
Licensee Event Report - Failure to Take Backup Samples
File: 85-056-026; G.1.01.10

Dear Sirs:

Attached please find Licensee Event Report (LER) No. 85-044-00 prepared and
submitted pursuant to 10 CFR 50.73. This LER addresses the failure to take backup
samples in accordance with the Technical Specifications.

The initial report form had been sent to the department responsible for completion
through normal inter-company mail. This did not stress the required urgency of
a response. To correct the problem, initial reports will be hand delivered to
the responsible. department and logged to ensure compliance with any due date.
In accordance with 10 CFR 50.73(d), we are Mrewith forwarding a copy of the LER
to the Regional Administrator of the Region V Office.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me. -

Very truly yours,

bdM bb
E. E. Van Brunt, Jr.

Executive Vice President
Project Director

EEVB/GEC/sih
Attachments

cc: J. B. Martin (all w/a)
R. P. Zimmerman
A. L. Hon
E. A. Licitra
A. C. Gehr
INPO Records Center
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