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Automatic Actuation of Control Room Essential Filtration Actuation Signal
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On September 19, 1985, at 0131, Pal Verde Unit | was in Mode 3 at 565 degrees F and
2250 psia,.

An automatic actuat n of the Control Room Essential Filtration Actuation Signal
(CREFAS ) (JI weurred due to a high radiation alarm on the Control Room Ventilation
Radiation Monitoring Unit (IL). ALl ¢ jui pment operated as designed; therefore, there
were r safety implications, The Control Room Ventilation System was sampled by
Radiation Protection; the sample indicated an activity of 1,83 E~10 microcuries per
milliliter. A similar Incident was reported in LER 85-064-00,

The alarm was due to random noise on the instrument ground bus, Operations Engineering

is continuing an investigation to identify the cause of the noise, A supplement will

bhe submitted when information is available as a result of the investigation.
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On September 19, 1985, at 0131 Palo Verde Unit 1 was in Mode 3 at 565 degrees F and
2250 psin. The Control Room Essential Filtration Actuation Signal (CREFAS)(JE) was
automaticallv actuated by an alarm/actuation from the Control Room Ventilation Process
Radiation Monitor (IL). All equipment operated as designed; therefore, there were no
safety implications.
The CREFAS is actuated from the Balance of Plant Engineered Safety Features Actuation
System (ESFAS)(JE) which receives a signal from the Control Room Ventilation Radiation
Monitoring Unit 'REFAS will operate from a high radiation signal. The svstem computer
indicated that high radiation caused the trip, with the radiation level indicating 2.7
E-05 microcuries per milliliter with a trip setpoint of 2.00 E-05 microcuries per
milliliter. The Control Room Ventilation System was sampled by Radiation Protection
ind the sample indicated an activity of 1.83 E<10 microcuries per milliliter,
The radiati monitor microcomputer was grounded to the instrument ground bus and
calibrated on August 29, 1985. This was accomplished to investigate the grounding desigr
itilized in the radiation monitoring system as discussed in LER 85-31-00, The
Tacrocomputer ut 4 n the radiati monitoring system counts noise spikes on the
instrument ground s as pulse from the detector and consecuently generated a false
high radiat nur signal, A nilar event was l*"{"‘l't’l' in LER R5-064-00,
The source of the ise on the instrument ground bus has not yet been identified because
the noise is rand ind has not reoccurred, Operations Engineering is continuing an
investigation ! jentify the iwuse of the noise., A supplement will be submitted when
informati s available as a result of the investigation.
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