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on noeember 15,1960, Sam cas ,11amme m vision rem tved unatten
i noties from Isotope Spesialties Oeupaar that they fJrtended to
| dispose of radiametive unste at sea, deporting from the Los Angeles

area on Jemmary 5,1961. On January 3rd, Mr. Joten vadme of Isotope
! Spesimities Compasqr telephoned S&W Couplimaan nad notified us that
j the dispossi trip had been postponed and umuld probebly take place <

i on Jaanary 10 or 11,1961.
.

i Exmination of 11ecame h-580-6, tasued to Isotope Specialties
j Cougeur, revel %pd that it did not aggsire that each individual

container be usighed to assure that the 10 pounds por gallen;
j speeffienties uns set. Mr. Veden said that a ". 1 J -615e,

j omnpling* of drums uses usighed during passassing and that any
; dras which were noted to be sweptsimusly light during meoument or
j handling usee seished. In order to assur3 that thee, usuid be no
{ nesting eastainers, ats Compitanee ends arremesmants to have l

Isotere Specialties Ccepony v6thh appremiantely 10 percent of the
containess to be disposed. It uns armaged so that the usighing
of +hama drums sould be observed by an ABC representative. On;

Jamanry 5,1061, Mr. Al nameser of the Ies Angeles ABC Security 1

: Offion observed the unishing of 81 fifty-five sanon drums and |

h thirty ganon drums, etah were seleeted at renden from the
! Isotope speelaities compemy suppty. Mr. ususper reported that ons
! 55 sanas drum unished 5so paumes and all other dras azeeed to ;

j pounds per saume. Isotope spostatties Coupeur agreed to add more |
oeuerste to the underueight drum. '

3,

} on Jausry 9,1961, a peo-leading esemeremos regarding the planned
j disposal operation uns held La the Captain of the Port Office,
'. Long Beesh, California, A list of perseemel attending this
| esafesuene is attamhed as Aames A. Mr. Harry 8. North and Mr.
j Berbert E. Beek, SAN Comp 11amme Evisies, uses the ABC representatives

st this soufenense. This meeting uns called by the U. 8. Coast<

! Omard, Captain of the Part, for the purpose of emplatalag to all
j interested pessoas has the operstian unald be easeested, and to air

any objections ad misunderstandtage prior to the arvement of emy-

.
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radiomative material. The captain of the Port issued a set of*

,

mquisements for the conduet of the operattom. A espy of thesei

; requirements uns issued to all perseas at the pse-loading son-
i forenes, and is attaehod as Amnas B. Captain W. F. Oess,1500,
| uns chaiman of the meeting. Some of the significant points |

,

j oovered in the meeting untos '

I
;

1. Mr. toden desoribed the procedures to be fellemed duringI treasportation and lealing of the material and out11and the
route to be fo11oned by the truck botseen Barbeak ad Long l
Besek.

.

f
j 2. Mr. Heesook, State of Califcemia, Division of Industrial

,

'

.

i Safety, asked if the drums had been weighed. Mr. Yaden,
j Isotope Specialtiad company, described the' weighing during
i processing and the weighing on' January
| AEC observed.

'

15, 1961 which the

|
| 3. Representatives said the tag used would be the "Ooorge
j Garrin , with George Gervia as masterg the barge would bee

i Graham kothers #15 flat doek berges and that the tug was
j equipped 1mith Radio Diametten Finder, radar, and standard
; antigational equipment to detenuias the leastion of the
i disposal.

| 14 . Mr. Taden stated that all stevedores inading to berge at
j the desk unald be furnished film badges, and at herber
i authorities request, said that film bddge remits would be
i faraished to the herber authorities.
)
; 5. At harbor authorities request, Mr. Veden agreed to furnish )d a certifienst of nonW=ation on the barge and doek '

after the disposal operation. '

6. Mr. Yeden described a group of spesial packages sontaindag
liquid radioactive unste as 11gaid, which he planand to
dispose of on this trip.

ID to this pefat, all persons attending the meeting appeared to be
satisfied with the plammed aporations, ed it appeaned tant me object-
isas ups1d arise from sta%, leoni, or herber authorities. The AEC
Inspeeters present recogained that the unste packages deseribed hg ,
Mr. Veden la Item 6 mare met authestted by the sabiest lisenes. This
point was met raised in the meeting, beesese it was realised that toch
an ob'estion mieht jeopardise the entire disposal operation. Historica11:,
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local authorities in the Los Angeles arwa have been prone to
bosome overezoited ad take drastis and often anuarranted action
in sinitar situations.

_

On January 10, 1961, Mr. Harry North and Mr. Herbert Beck, sin
Ceepliance, met with Mr. Kenneth Woussa, Mr. John Yaden, Mr. Alfred
Moses, and Mr. Robert Benue11 of Ibotope Specialties Company. Mr.*
Vaden said that there were around 90 to 100 peekages sontaining
liquid as dessribed in the pre-loading sentenase. He said that
these packages were mixed in with the c%er'umste postages and were
36% readily distinguishable from other packages. He slid that the
liquid une soluble oil med as oeblant and lubrisset during lathe
turing operations and that the liquid contatand saml1 amounts of
thorias and sized fission pad cts. He amid that the inner containers
were 30 gallon steel drums with a threaded bung elasure which had been
Isak tested by the vendor, ed that the drums som eoupletely full of
liquid. In the final paehage, these 30 gallon ecutainers of liquid
were embedded in sonenute, eentend in a 55.gallen steel drue. .
Isotope Spostalties management was informed.that this package was
not authorimod by their unste disposal license, and tha AEC inspeetors
informed thou that if they intended to dispose of these paskagse
they shamt get as amendment to their license from DLR. At 11:00
a.m. on Jm usry 10, 1961, Isdope Specialties Maagement called
J. R. Mason, ILR, and requested an meergeney amendment to their
license.

'

. L
At 7:00 me. on January 11, 1961, Isotope Specialties reecived a l

telephone call from J. R. Mason, DLR. H. E. Book, St f compliance, !uns also on the line during this call, Mr. Mason said that he had
i

approvals for the special soutainers and that it was permissible to '

of them. Mr. Mason also said that he had approval for several
men of Isotope Specialtias unangement to supervise loading
operations at Burbank Wiils Mr. Ynden was at the doek. Fellowing this
partion of the oosternation, Mr. Mason and Mr. Een Neuman discussed
the asle and temuster of Isotepe Specialties Coupesy to the U. 8.
Weelser 0erparation, Barbank, Califernia.

The first empty track arrived at Is6 tope Specialties Casysay, Burbank,
Califersia, at about 6:30 on January 11, 1961, and loading uns begun.
All tracks used in trumsporting unste from Burbank to Long Beach were
s)es&ted by ROD Transportation af Wilmington, California. A total of
five trucks were involved. The first tae trosks were leaded and left
the Basteek fasility at 9sh0 a.m. on January 11, 1961.

\

}
-

!
.i

*
ej

h

i
_.



_ _ _ _ _ . _ - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

4

I |
|

|

1
!
\

i FEB 0 1961

!
R. W. Smith -h-

!

!

) A truck from the Setnia Truck Lines, San Leands, arrived at about
: 9:00 a.m. As soon as the tuo tracks. mentioned is the proceeding
j paragraph were ecmpletelR7 loaded, ten 55 sallen drums, 2 *asster

dres' containere and cas concrete bloek were loaded on the Sesma
:

! truok. N eo containers were to be takaa to Port Ruemons, Cali-
! fbraLa, for inclusion in the AEC testa ef.ses disposal packages.

Bis Beman track 1stt the Barbeek facility abost 11:00 a.m. on
j January 11, 1961.
|

| All waste containers at Isotope. Specialties Company were stenciled
i with paint, purple on a yellow haskground. N ee labels oostained
! the following informations ,

s.|
{ (1 The information 'NUCOR-ISC,170 W.L Providencia.'
j h words, " Caution - Radicastive Materiale
; The prescribed radiation symbol *

j Isotope
; Amoet,

*

Date
| Surface dose rate '

j (8 Dose rate at one meter
! (9 Serial masber

'

|
| N drums were stacked in the Burbank unste yard on usedan pallats,
j four drums to a pallat. During leading, these pallats sure picked
? up with a fork lift and placed on the trucks. A normal truck lead

consisted of th 1sta, each pallet holding h drues. After leading,
the load uns 1 in place by the driver of the truck. All perseemel

! associated with the loading operation at Burbank were issued fils
; badges by Isotope Specialties Company. Plasards reading * Dangerous
| Radiometive Materials were placed on each side and the beak of each
| 1 cad. N lettering on these plaeards uns ) inches high and was
; sheenta on a yellow background.
3
4

j H. E. Book, SAN Complianee, was present at the Barbank facility
i during all meresset of unste and Iceding of treeks. Independent
j measurements venu unde by this insposter using a Jordan Radsetor.
j Nodel AGB 500-8t, Serial Ms.t276. This instrument was the preparty

of Isotope Specialties Company. According to the internal salibration;

i soures, this. instrument was in nelibration. All containers wess
j oboeked by the inspector before they were landed on the treeks.
J Additismal surveys unaw ando of the outer drums and the track embs
j after eash tawak was Imaded. De masimum dose rate detested on any
j ene eestainer uns 150 mr/hr at surface and 7 nr/hr at one unter on
1 maaster drums container D-1 which uns labeled as sontaining 1 ourie
', of Osbelt-60. Radiation dose metas in all treek embs were less
j than1ar/hr.
.' ,.
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! Tanding opemtions at the Barbank fasility were suppsvised by
j k. John Yaden, Mr. Kenneth Nomuns, Mr. R. E. Selff, Mr. Alfred ,

t

j Hoess, or Mr. A. (Gus) Ruggeri. 'One of these persons uma pussent
at all times, and in addition one of these persons esserted each i

,

j group af trusks from Burbank to Long Beach. These perseus sero
,

{
also metod to make periodio spot erveys of drums, greemd areas, '

.i
and shoes during the leading operations.

The loading of treeks at Burbank started at about 6 30 a.m. on
j Jaumary 11, 1961. Loading and healing centinued on a nosecor
i

less oestianons basis until 7:ho a.m. on Jamary 12,1961, when
j the last loaded treak left the. Burbank famility. During this !

'

j peri 6d!pme drum was punctured by a fork lift at the dock in Long
? Beach and one dras une discovered to be leaking liquid at the dock,
! Both of these drums were returned to the Burbeek Facility. .In
i addition, one drum fell off a truck betwoom Burbank and Long Deseh.
]

All of these situations are described in detail in the report' )
j written by H. 8. North, SAN Coupliance, Who was present at the i

! dock in Long Beach duringloading of the barge. |
1

! No reporters or photographore appeared at the Burbank facility-

j during h operstion and no mention 'of the operation was unticed
in the local papers or heard on local nous broadoests. Burbank
city polios stopped at W waste yard during the early morning

; hours of January 12,' 1961. Mr.Neumsaa of Isotops Specialties
; spoke to them. He said they were merely cheeking on the unusual
i activity at the yard and that they requested he keep noise at a
i minimum.
I
,

j No significant radiation hasard to W public or to employeea was
j obaarved during the operation at Burbank. Hosever, the Ladustrial
i safety aspects of the operation were sometimes questionable.
j overloading of fork lifts, moving fork lifte with leads high in
| the air, and inadeuqate lighting were all observed during laadine
i

of the trucks. Haztor authorities required that case leading
! started, it had to oestians to coupleties. This resmited in about
! 2h hours of esatissous effort by the t2sok drivers and fork lift

operators, with only 8 eat seps" and coffee to sustain them. Seah
an extended operation aan increase the probability of as sosident.

! On Jasnary 23, 1961, SAN Coupliance toesived the final official
j noties of the uusber of sentainers, amounts of sadisestive material,
j and dispoesi leastion from Is6tepe 8pecialties Company. A sepy of

]
this oorgn"--ee is imeluded as Annex 0.
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| At the end of this disposal operation some radioactive vaste
| remained at Isotopo Specialties Congsay, Burbank, California..
! This consisted of the two defective drums returned from the docks

approvimate 85 drums of waste, all having dose rates greater
,

than 200 nr at the surfaces and a large amount of magnesium-5.borium
I alley turnings and chips, peaked in wooden bouces. Mr. Neumsa said

that their plans were to dispces of this material by land burial 3

at the Idaho site as soon as the necessary approvata could be |

obtained. |
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