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Complismce Division, CAN

€. A, Blanc, Assistant Directoer AL SICNED BY:
Conpliance Divistom, SAN i

RAIL TRANSPORTATION OF RADIDACTIVE WASTE
FIOM ISOTOPRE SPECIALTIES TO IDANO FALLS

Ae you are awere, I witncseod the loading of a rail bex car
with radicactive waste by msmbers of the Lsotope Speciaities
Coupemy. The loadimg operatiom took place at the 8.F. Depot,
Surbeak, Califoruis emd begam om Jsmuary 30th and contimued
through the svemiang of Jasuary 3lst.

The actusl losding procedure Hllowed by the licemsee is a2
follows: several large woodem bomes (ebout 3 x & x 5 feet)
containing sagnesium-thorium scrap amd turnings were placed
sround the imside periphery of the box car sad them sewsral
$S-gallom drums of waste and comcrete were scacksd imto the
iamer void, Refer to the attached shetch for & disgram of the

loading .

Approximstely 30 boxes of magnssivm-theriom were utilised, eack.
containing various quentities of thorium wp to & maximus of 10
pounds. The drums, which were origimslly packaged for soa disposal
and therefors coutaised o mizture of wmste and comcrecs, were
ladeled as coatsining either cesive-137, cobalt-60, or fridium-192.
The extermal radiation levels em these drvas ramged from 0.1 R/hr
te 8 R/hr. Thore were 80 such drums.

Mr. Jobm Vadsn, Radislogical Bafety Officer sad Mr. Kemmeth
Fewmsn, Goneral Memager of Isstope Specisities Compamy, were iam
chargs of thio operation. WVerk was being performed by Mr. Robert
Boswell snd twe assistamcs., Mr. Jim Neassck, State Divisiom of
Industrial Safety; Peul Caplam, State Depertmant of Public Heelth
end Mr. Wm. Codille, Los Angelss Cowaty Health Departmeat,
observod sad momitored this operatica. It was moted also that
perscusal from the Buress of Explosives, Los Angelss Office, the
Unien Pacific and Southera Pacific were in attesdancs.
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February 21, 1961
Phillips Petroleum Company - anrEw MA Sy A

Idaho Falls, Idaho
Attention: Mr. J. W. Latchum
Gentlemen:

We wigh to acknowledge receipt of your telegram dated February
® which reads as follows:

"This is to advise extra charge for decontamination of
rallway car UP500600 used to ship Isotope ﬁchn
Com &:ny radioactive waste and other costs incurred in
handling this shipment are being accumulated. These
costs are the result of your fallure to properly package
this waste and as advised earlier by telephone to secure
our approval of shipment and shi g instructions as
required in the instructions and procedures pe
landburialolsoudrc ed radloactive waste at the
NRTS and form 1D-187. You will be notitied of these
costs as soon as they are determined. "

The delay in acknowledging is due to the fact that the writer has
been out of town almost continually since February ©.

While acknowledging receipt of your telegram we do not, uader any
eircumstances, agree to accept the extra costs which you state are
the result of "your failure to properly package thie waste".

As far as we are able to determine the waste was packaged according
to AEC specifications. ILoading of the railroad car was witnessed
by AEC personnel as well as state, county and rallroad personnel.

You further claim that we failed to secure your approval of ship-
ment and shipping instructions. We were advlsem the AEC,
Washington, oval had been received from Phillips Petroleum
Company. We made our shipment on the basis of this on.
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You state still further that we failed to obtain shipgmq instructions.
The shipping instructions were completely outline the letter
received from Phillips Petroleum Company dated 6/15/60 entitled,
"Instructions and Procedures Per?.a.ln!:)d to Land Burial of Solid
Packaged Radioactive Wastes at the Natlonal Reactor Te

Station". We call attention to apragraph 7 g which states: "Forward
ALL CARLOAD (CL) shipments prepaid to ps Petroleum
Company, Central Facilities Area, Nat.onal Reactor Testing
Station, Scoville, Idaho." ‘

We agree to accept charges of . 70¢ per cubic foot. Pai'ment of
any additional charges be subject to examination of the nature
of the charges.

Very traly yours,

/M
S Mearman
Kenneth W, Newman, PhD
) Nuclear Corporation of American
KWN /eja
ce: J.R. Mason, AEC
J. Rydz
D. A. Thomas
M. Chanko



