Dr. Kempeth W. Newsan

Qeneral Manager

Isotopes Specialties Company

Pivision of Muclear Corporation of America
P. 0. Box 688

170 West Providemcis

Burbank, Califoruis

Desr Dr. Newnan:

This refers to your letter of May 18, 1960, coneerning the
Commission's news relesse mmouncing the desigoation of {mterim
land burial sites at Oak Ridge, Tennesses and Ideho Falls, Idaho.

In your latter you urge that the naws relesse be smended to state
that culy firms providing AEC licensed commercisl waste disposal
service be allowed to package snd ship redicsctive wostes to the
land burisl sites. In support of this request, you sssert that
licensed waste disposal services have the mecessary traiaing,
facilities and equipment to properly peckage waste, and that
other AEC licensees may wot. You also wmention the problems the
Commission might have in determining thet veste shipped to land

burial sites (s properly peckaged.

It should be pointed out that all ARC licensees by virtue of their
licansss ars authorised to transfer licensed radioactive materials.

It i» the viev of the Commiseion that licensess who are qualified

by training, emperience, facilities, and equipusut to use radio~
sctive materials are alseo qualified to package the wastes resulting
from such use. BSuch transfers, of course, wust be mede in accordance
wvith existing regulations. The trameportation of radicastive materisls
by land, water and air is covered by the regulations of the Interstete
Commeree Commission, United States Coast Guurd, Federel Avistion Agency,
Atomic Inergy Comeission and other agencies havimg sppropriste juris-
distion. .2ese regulations are designed to sssure that wedicsctive
weterials ere transported safely snd to protost the tremsportation
workeres and the public. For example, the regulations eetablish such
requirements o5 the method of paskaging and the type of conteiners
that may be uwsed, the maximm radistion levels frem conteimers, the
saxiows smount of radicsstive material parmitted in sash container,
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Pr. Kenmeth W. Hewmsn e

the type of lubeling to be used on the coutaimers end vehiecles
tremsporting the contaimers and the cecuring and brasing ef loads
within the velicls to prevent shiftiag.

In exrdar to ship wastes te designsted Commission land burial sites
prior asTangement must be wade end appiovel obteined from the
Commisation represantative ot the si.e 2o whish cech waste transfer
is to ba mada. In arranging sweh tremsfer the Commissisn will re-
uest informstion about the contemis of eachk peckage, the method
of paakaging and the mode of tramsportation te the site. XIf @
shipment of waste received by a Coumiscion lend burial site should
ba improperly pechaged either through feult of shkipper or damaged
iz trameit, the Commissioz would wot retwrs an Ly packaged
shipment to the shippar but would teks whatever stepe DeCessAry
&t the receiving site to assure safety. The respomsible party would
be roquired to pay eaay axpenses resulting from sueh special hendling.

There are thousands of shipments of rsdicsctive msterials wede in
this coumtry each year by all modes of tramsportation. Fer exssple,
the Oak Ridgs Hational Laboratory, Osk Ridge, Tenmessee, which {s
the Comaission’s principal radioisetope supplier, mskes over 12,000
shipuents of radicactive meterial per yesr to all parts of the country.
In addition, licensed radioisotope suppliers vho distribute special
forms of vadiocisotopes maks msny more shipmeots. Pharmsesutical
conpanies make daily shipments of lodime 131, FPhospherus 32, Gold 198,
and Chremium 51 to physicisns snd hospitals throughout the coumtry.
The shipment of low level waste by ARC licensees to land burial sites
will constitute only & small fractiom of the total ameunt of radio-
sctive msterial being transported. Based on previous experience, it
is amtigipated thet wost of the waste shipped to lend burial sites
by ARG licenrres will bave a lov level of radioectivity and will be
in the form of residusl contaminstion on equipment such as test tubes,
N/'/g bottles, rubber gloves, clothing, paper and similar laboretery equip-
™ -‘.

4

i

In view of the foregoiog, there does not appear to be sufficient
reason for th» Atomic Emergy Commission to impose & restrictiom,
such a3 the one suggested ir your letter, on the shipment of waste
by AKC licensess to the Commission land burisl sites.

CC: +H.Al -
Ogcong H.Allen Smith(with ltr to Smith) Bincarely yours,
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