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j Dr. geneeth W. usumen

i j General Manager
j Isotopes specialties Company
; Division ef Neslaar Coryeration ef Ameries
{ h- ? 170. West Providensia

P. O. Bos 688
i i

j Burbank, California

i amar nr. memmen:
* '

4

This refers to your letter of May 18, 1960, esaserning the
| Comunission's news release _ announcing the designaties ef isteria
| Land' burial'. sites at _0ek Ridge, _ Tommessee and Idaho Falls, Idaho.
2 s

| In your Im't' tarns)usie thak.the anos r leasd be amended to state
! tihat only' firms'providing'Asc'11eensed ensamercial weste disposat
j servies he allosed to,pinekage end ship radioastive westes to the' ~.

! land burial' sites. ' |In. support of this regnest, you assert that
j licensed weste disposal.sorvices have the necessary trainius,

~

j ' facilittes and equipment to properly peakage westa, and that
j other ABC licensees may met. Tsu atos mentism the problems the

Coundesion might have. in,determinias that weste shipped to land
burist sites is properly ~peekaged.

; It should be pointed out that all ABC liseasees by virtue of their
j 11eenses are authertsed to transfer 11eensed radteastive materials.
j Et is the view of the Cosedseien that Licensees the are gestified
j by training, emperience, fas111 ties, and equipuset to use radio-
i active materials are alae goalified to package the westes resulting
j from such use. Such tramsfors, of meerse, must he made in aseerdense
j with esisting regulattens. The transportation of radioactive materials
! by land, unter and air is severed by the regulations of the Interstate
j Commaarse Commission, United states Coast Ou.ed. Federal triaties Agency,
1 Atende Energy Ommuissica and other agencies havtag appropriate juris-

disties. Lasse regulations sre designed to assure that medioactive
materials are traeoperted safety and to pseteet the transportation

j workers and the pubits. Per,asumple, the regulations establish such
i requirements as the susthed of poskagias and the type of oostataars
| that may be used, the manissan radiattaa levels frea ===*=i===w, the
j ===f===q amount of radioassive material permitted in eaek eestainer,
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the type of labelius to be used on the sentainers and webiales
transporttag the esatainers and the soeuring and brasing of leads
within the vehiale to prevent shifting.

In order to ship westes to designated essassatee land burial sites
prime arrangemaet must be ends and appewrat obtaland from the
Gemetestam representative at the sk e to dish eash weste transfer
is to be meda. In arramstas such transfer the n.-saad= will re-
gaaet safer ==*8== abeet the ma=*a=*= ei sash peakage, the =*had
of peakastag and the mode of transportatian to the site. If a
shipmaat of unstu received by a n.--saad= 1and burial site should-

he impsoporty peakaged either through fault of the shipper er damaged,

La teemnit, the commissise useld not retters an impsoporty peakaged
shipment to the shipper but usu14 taka thatever steps were mesessary
at the reesirias site to assure safety. h roepensible party would
be regnited te. pay any empenses resmiting from each spesial headlies.

There are *ha=aada of shipments of redimestive materials made in
this sometry each year by all modes ef trameportation. por esemple,
tho' cak Ridge Natiemal Laboratory, Oak. Ridge T========, =Mah is ''

the Commission's principal radioisotope agplier, makes ever 12,000 -

shiposats_ e,f radiesetive material per year to all parts of the constry.'" -
In addician, ficaaned radietsetepe suppliers who -distribute eyesial
fonas of radioisetepes make many more shipments.- Pharmaceuttaat
aespanies make. daily shiyasets of Bodina 131, thosphorus 31, esta 198,
and chromien 51 to physicians and hospitals throughout the esentry.
h ship ===e of low level unsta by Aac Licensees to land burial sites
u111 constitute only a small fracties of the total amount of radie-
active material being transported. Desed on previous esperiamme, it
is amtialpated that most of the usate shipped to Imod burial sites
by AaB 11eenraes will have a low level of radiamativity and will be
in the form of residual aa-e-8==etan en equipment such as test tubes,,

'

bottles, r e ber gloves, clothias, paper and stadise laboratory equip-.

.,
tj.

p In view of the foregoing, there does not appear to be suffiaiset
reases for the Atomie Energy Commissica to impose a restricties,
such as the one suggested La pour letter, en the shipment of unste
by ABC lieeaseos to the Commission land burial sites.

CC: Cong.H. Allen Smith (with ltr to Smith)
OGC Rimameoly yeurs,
PROD

CONG.L. (2) Cone: DLR:RSB PROD OGC DLR: Kirk DLR:HLFrice
AGMRS DAN:LRR: fla g p*. ^
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