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| A. i

| \

| Mr. John A. McCone, ' Chairman,
..

| U. S. Atomic Energy Commission
| Washington 25, D. C.i

| Dear. Chairman McCone: ,

t .

On May 9,1960 the United States Atomic Eneri y Commission issued aJ
press release entitlede"AEC DESIGNATES OAKRIDGE AND IDAHO FALLS

. AS INTERIM LAND: BURIAL. SITES FORvSOLID,GPACKAGED RADIOACTIVE .

| WASTES".. This was Release No. 'C-~B5e Mr.: McCone, Isotopes Specialties ,

Company, a division of Nuclear Corporation of Anierica, wishes to lod|
:. strong-protest against the procedures indicatediin this press release. ge a

.

.

-- . .- . . ,.3 .,,

The first paragraph states "The ' Atomic Energy' Commission has establisped;

| two interim; land burial sit 6s for:therdisposal:of/ solid, packaged radioactive
~

.

wastes generate ~d by AEC licenseest"D.The1 third paragraph states "The sites
* at Oak Ridge and Idaho Falls are immsdistely a'vailable to licensees for

disposal of pai.ged . wastes. Wastes must,be packaged as required by Inter-
state Commerce Commission regulations. " ' ' ,~

Vle, at Isotopes Specialties Company, are in 'completg__ agreement with the
l concept of lana cisposal of rndRii5the wastes. However we are in
! non-agreement w1Hi the pr6phsed nie~th6d of hEndil5g~this,~ ~ahle. Tne AEC

~ ' '

-
w

has haa, for s vsfEl~i 'ars, Xiluinber of lf65fis~e~ diva ~ste disl 6~5al~Tiifii5-'''
~ ~

which have been 1icensed for sea dispo5al. ~Ths5e'firih5 are,~~5uppo'se~dly,|

j completely staffsd ~5Ed equfppedloJropefliail_d3df61p'HE~ridre'IEe wkhtes.
| They have _a substEntisl investment in instrumentafion, Eealth'Wysics per-
| sonnel, adequate packaging facilities, and background of "know-how" in the
| handling of these waste materials. Notwithstanding the aforementioned
| capabilities, the AEC has found it necessary to inspect and police the waste

handling by these licensees.
Q. ,

,, ,

I Mr. McCone, in view of the problems that have been associated with the
.

-
;;

six or seven licensed waste disposal handlers can you envision the problems '.

which will arise when several hundred AEC lic,ensees start shipping radio- '

active wastes to Oak Ridge and Idaho Falls? How does the Commission plan
to police these shipments?

!
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. Mr. John A. McCone, Chairman
U. S. Atomic Energy Commission -2- May 18,1960, ,

i
.

Our own experiences include the recei
packaged waste from nu ucensees. pt of several shipments _of_ impr rly

/Y As a consequence, we police aH p- 7
\ 'ments prior to their being alspatched to us. What win Idaho Fans do when e ',

, v' . a shipment of several tons arrives in Idaho and is not properly packaged!

accordbg to ICC regulations ? Will they then return this improperly packaged
improper pMaging - , ormaterial to the sender and thus send it across the Country once again withM s.win they find themselves in the position of having #to pac it properly pri r to waste disposal. When the Commission deals

! with was disposallicencees, they always have the privilege of inspection!

and the threat of license revocation. When dealing with the AEC licensees
' on byproduct materials, these policin functions become greatly diluted.
Actuany, the requirement for polic becomes greatly increased, whereas
the ability to perform this operation is actuany diminished.

We have been informed that political pressure has been applied to eitminn_te
sea. disposal of radioactive wastes. We understand that Rhode Island, the

.

1

'

Gulf States Oregon, and eve'n the-Country of Mexico, are strenuously P"S
objecting. ,I wonder what the reaction of the various States win be when they
are informed that radioactive waste win be transported across their borders-

.with shipments made by people who are ilot licensed to act in the packagingand' transport of radioactive wastes.

In conclusion, Mr. McCone, we stion ly protest the mechanics set forth in
-lhess Release No. C-85 for. the pac g and shipping of radioactive waste
.to the. land burial sites. We strongly urge that an amendment to this release
be. issued in which it is stated
unas prunalng neensea cumm,that an packaging and slupping must, be doHe by {_

mwa waste cisposal service. ;

Carbon coples of this letter are being sent to Senators Kuchel and Engel, and
to Congressmen Holifield, Hiestand, and H. AHen Sm ith.

Mr. McCone may we request your early attention and action on our protest
and recomme,ndations? Please can upon us if you require any further informa-
tion on this protest.

Very truly yours,
1| | ,.-/_ , . i

l.J | ',. . . , .;t ! l '' j'..: '

w ... - .

Dr. 'Kenneth W. Newman !
General Manager |

s.

Isotopes Specialties Company (
Div. of Nuclear Corporation of Anteric

.t
cc: Senator Thomas Kuchel

Senator Clair Engel D
Congressman Chet Ho11 field |-
Congressman Edgar W. Hiestand '

Congressman H. Ahan Smith , |
i .
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