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UNITED STATES

ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

Mr. Setn Gordon, Director

Department of Fish and Game

State of California

722 Capitol Avenue

Sacramento l4, California ey

= ey
Dear Mr. Gordon: )?’1/:i7:,wz{“‘

This is in further reply to your letter of Auygust 25, 1958.A Stmce
acknoute¥ iy your letter we hm%‘m Harry K.

Crafe, Executive Secretary, Senate Interim Committee on Fish and
Game, Sacramento, California, imfarming—we that a hearing ie—te-be //«/l(.‘

/(Vm October 6 and 7 in San Francisco to discuss the possible <
effects on marine life of the ocean disposal of radicactive waste from J

peacetime USES. Vet #¢ e7ev van Zeeeq crflony “ Pees CCrlciced P -‘,’,
CeelY H k. X ipive nC. Kol 2oV Thcoe "’ﬁ;bca-//"m & / 4
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(Cf devdone ' Ed. C. Johnson, Chairman of the “C

) Sehate ommittee, and-havi arrenged-to-have-menbere-vf-our-wraff Ly

“’W mmemm—to -
ce-Leéfen » ComittesTler uue(‘.—(,(n vf',.-,./( ; ‘(ﬁ((??((.,p e
la-—view-ofthe -importance and scope cf the queltions discuued in youft < “r
letter of August 25 we believe first-hand discussions with you would “e i
be more profitable than trying to deal with the questions by letter. il
If it is agreeable with you we would like to suggest our staff meet ?{_(\.’.
with you after the hearing during the week of October 20 on & date c

/

that would be convenient with you. o
P
e

We would hope that these discussions would assist in resolving the %
problems of disposal of radioactive waste in the Pacific Ocean. We 7
shall look forward to hearing from you as to whether such a meeting Ve

N

o

is agreeable.

“(/ Very truly yours,
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H. L. Price, Director "7 t' ‘,
Division of Licensing and @%ctiom A z—
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Mr. Seth Gordon, Director
Department of Fish and Game
State of Californias

722 Capitol Avegue
Sacramento 14, Cylifornias

Dear Mr. Gordon: \\

This {s in further re ly te your letter of August 25, 1958, Since

acknowledging your letter we have received a letter from Mr. Harry K,
: Grare, Executive Secretary, Senate Interim Committee on Fish and

Gasie, Sacramento, Califoxpia, informing us that & hearing is to be

bheld on October 6 and 7 iA San Francieco to discuss the possible

effects on marine life of tke ocesn disposal of radioactive waste from

peacetime uses. X

\

Ve bave been in contact with Nr\ Bd. C., Johnson, Chairman of the

Senate Committee, and have arrenged to have membere of our staff

appear befora this Conmittee durink the week of October 20.

In view of the importance and scope of the questions discuseed in your
letter of August 25 we believe firsteh discussions with you would
be more profitable than trying to deal with the questions by letter.
I1f it is agreeable with you we would like\ to suggest our staff meet
with you after the hearing during the week\of October 20 on a date
that would be convenient with you,

’ We would hope that these discussions would assist in resolving the
problems of disposal of radicactive waste in tha Pacific Ocean. We
shall look forward to hearing from you as to whether such a meeting
ie agresable.

Very truly yours,

H. L. Price, Director

Division of Licensing and lation
bee: J. Lieberman, Reactor Develop. \
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Mr. Seth Gordon, Director

. Department of Fish and Game
722 Capitol Avenue
Sacramento, California
Dear Mr. Gordon:

This is in reply to your letter of August 25, 1958.

We appreciate the thoroughnese with which you have expressed your views
on the question of radioactive waste disposal in the Pacific Ocean.

You may be assured that the questions and proposals contained in your
letter are receiving the most serious consideration by the Commission.
While we cannot, at this time, provide a complete answer to your letter
of August 25, we should like to deal with those questions to which we

can provide an answer.

With respect to your question'as to the total activity deposited in the
Pacific Ocean, we are enclooihg a tebort. WASH-734, from which this
information was extracted and included in our letter of May 9. You will
note on page 9 the total estimated curie content of drums dumped off

San Prancisco through 1956 is listed as 10,000 curies and that dumped
off Southern California is 42 curies with a total estimated curie content

dumped iu the Pacific Ocean of 10)0k2 curies.

As you have requested, we are enclosing copies of all AEC licenses issued

to companies in California to collect and dispose of radioactive waste in
the Pacific Ocean. Also enclosed is a Notice of Proposed Issuance of a
license to Nuclear Engincering Company, Inc., which was filed with the
Fcderal Register on September 8, 1958. A copy of thés notice was furnished
to: Governor Goodwin J. Knight; Dr. Malcolm H. Merrill, State Department
of Health, Berkeley; Mr. Edward P. Park, Department of Industrial Relationms,
San Francisco; and Mr. A. C. Blackman, Department of Industrial Regations,

San Franeisco.
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We will send you future notifications of receipt of application for license,
proposed issuance and issuance of license to firms in California to dispose

of radioact’ re waste in the Pacific Ocean.

We understand that the final report of the National Academy of Sciences
dealing with the establishing of disposal areas in the Atlantic Ocean

will be available in about four weeks and you will be furnished a copy

as soon as it is completed. We further understand that the National
Academy of Sciences Committee has initiated its study on disposal areas

in the Pacific Ocean and that you will be intimately invoived in this
study. We will be pleased to participate in a meeting with state agencies
in California after this study is completed to consider the recommendations

of the Coonmittee.

With respect to the remainder of ﬁhe views expressed in your letter, we
believe tbat an informal meeting at an early date between you and other
interested state igencie; and Commission representatives to more
thoroughly discuss our problems will assis us in giving definitive
answers to the questions and proposals contained in your letter. We have
recently received a letter from Mr. Harry K. Grafe, Executive Secretary,
Senate Interim Committee on Fish and Game, Sacramento, California, that a
hearing is to be held October 6 and 7 in San Francisco to discuss the
possible effects on marine life of the ocean disposal of radioactive waste
from peacetime uses. We have been invited by Mr. Grafe to participate

in this hearing and we have enclosed a copy of our reply informing him
that Mr. Arnold Joseph and Mr. Lester Rogers wi represent the Commission
at the hearing. While Mr. Joseph and Mr. Rogers are in California, we
should like to take the opportunity to meet with you and representatives
from other interested state agencies after the hearing to freely exchange

ideas on the subject of disposal of waste in the Pacific Ocean.
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We would hope that :these discussions would assist in resolving the problems

of disposal of radioactive waste in the Pacific Ocean. We would,

therefore, like to propose such a meeting either on October 7 or 8 after

the hearing is completed, at your convenience.

We shall look forward to hearing from you as to whether such ¢ meeting
is agreeable with you.
Very truly yours,

Eber R. Price



