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Regional Administrator, Region IV i1
-- " ! 4|

Nuclear Regulatory Commission l/ |

AUG - 51985 i611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 1000 '

Arlington, Texas 76011 3
.

South Texas Project .

Units 1 & 2
Docket Nos. STN 50-498, STN 50-499

Final Report Concerning
Altered Certificates of Compliance

Dear Mr. Martin:

On May 24, 1985, pursuant to 10CFR50.55(e), Houston Lighting &
Power Company (HL&P) notified your office of a potentially reportable
item concerning altered Certificates of Compliance. Attached is the
final report concerning this item. It has been determined that had the
deficiency described gone uncorrected, the safety of plant operations
would not have been affected.

If you should have any questions on this matter, please contact Mr.
Michael E. Powell at (713) 993-1328.

Very truly yours,

.$.
J. H. Goldberg
Group Vice President, Nuclear
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Attachment: Final Report Concerning
Altered Certificates of Compliance
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cc:

Hugh L. Thompson, Jr., Director Brian E. Berwick, Esquire
Division of Licensing Assistant Attorney General for
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation the State of Texas
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Comission P. O. Boy 12548, Capitol Station
Washington, DC 20555 Austin, TX 78711

N. Prasad Kadambi, Project Manager Lanny A. Sinkin
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 3022 Porter Street, N.W. #304
7920 Norfolk Avenue Washington, D.C. 20008
Bethesda, MD 20814

Oreste R. Pirfo, Esquire
Claude E. Johnson Hearing Attorney
Senior Resident Inspector /STP Office of the Executive Legal Director
c/o U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Comission U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Comission
P. O. Box 910 Washington, DC 20555
Bay City, TX 77414

Charles Bechhoefer, Esquire
M. D. Schwarz, Jr., Esquire Chairman, Atomic Safety & Licensing Board
Baker & Botts U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
One Shell Plaza Washington, DC 20555
Houston, TX 77002

Dr. James C. Lamb, III
J. R. Newman, Esquire 313 Woodhaven Road
Newman & Holtzinger, P.C. Chapel Hill, NC 27514
1615 L Street N.W.
Washington, DC 20036 Judge Frederick J. Shone

Atomic Safety and Licensing Board
Director, Office of Inspection U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Comission

and Enforcement Washington, D. C. 20555
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555 Mr. Ray Goldstein, Esquire

1001 Vaughn Building
E. R. Brooks /R. L. Range 807 Brazos
Central Power & Light Company Austin, TX 78701
P. O. Box 2121
Corpus Christi, TX 78403 Citizens for Equitable Utilities, Inc.

c/o Ms. Peggy Buchorn
H. L. Peterson/G. Pokorny Route 1, Box 1684
City of Austin Brazoria, TX 77422
P. O. Box 1088
Austin, TX 78767 Docketing & Service Section

Office of the Secretary

J. B. Poston/A. vonRosenberg U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
City Public Service Board Washington, DC 20555
P. O. Box 1771
San Antonio, TX 78296
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South Texas Project
Units 1 & 2

Final Report Concerning
Altered Certificates of Compliance

I. Summary

; On'May 24, 1985, Houston Lighting & Power Company (HL&P) notified
Region IV of the NRC about a potentially reportable deficiency'

. concerning altered Certificates of Compliance. Certificates for
! specific batches of material from NPS Industries (NPSI) were
. altered by removal of the Material Identification Control (MIC)
'

number to reflect generic certification of other material. The
corrective action included obtaining a written statement by the
vendor that the Certificates of Compliance or Certified Material
Test Reports (CMTRs) per the applicable Code Edition and Addenda
are retained in their files. This deficiency would not, therefore,
have adversely affected the safety of plant operations had it gone|

uncorrected.

II. Description of the Deficiency

Several documentation packages for pipe support clamps and related
bolting materials for Safety Class 2 and 3 applications appear to
have been delivered by NPSI to the jobsite with Certificates of
Compliance that applied only to the clamp materials. No reference
was made to the certification of the related bolting components.
The clamps and the bolting were subsequently released to the field
using copies of the Certificates of Compliance that were not
applicable to the specific bolting items released. The
Certificates were copies of other specific Certificates of
Compliance with the NPSI assigned MIC number removed.

The NPSI Certificates have been investigated. Two Certificates
were identified as altered by removal of the MIC number and used as
certification in a total of eight packages. Although the source or
individual (s) responsible could not be identified, it has been
determined with reasonable assurance that the alteration took place
after October 1984. These instances have been documented on
Nonconformance Reports (NCRs) and a Standard Deficiency Report
(SDR).

Although the extent of the alterations within the NPSI material was
very limited and had no safety significance, a review was performed
to determine if similar alterations existed with other suppliers.
Since such a deficiency would most likely appear within a purchase
order of material from a supplier of bulk commodities ~ (supports,
pipe, fittings etc.), the review included a sampling of these
purchase orders. All certifications sampled were found to be
unaltered and acceptable.
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III. Corrective Action

A Standard Deficiency Report (SDR) was issued by Bechtel to
document and control this deficiency. Investigations conducted as
a result of this SDR concluded that the alteration of Certificates
of Compliance or CMTRs was limited to the NPSI Certificates, and
that all such instances have been identified. hPSI has recently
stated in writing that they retain in their files the Certificates
of Compliance or CMTRs for all of their safety-related shipments.

IV. Recurrence Control

Bechtel and Ebasco quality control personnel who are involved with
receiving material, material control and document management have
been trained in the generic impact of this deficiency. Material
certificates typical of those referenced in this report will not be
used as acceptable documentation. This policy is being enforced in
the training.

V. Safety Analysis

Materials affected by this deficiency are installed in the pipe
supports in various safety-related systems. However, there is
applicable documentation that the material supplied by NPSI is
adequate and certified. Therefore, no safety hazard exists.
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