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j Division of LicesoLag and Regulationu@p;
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It is requested that the atteshed letter of Nar-p 2res the
Direeter, Division of Licensing and Regulation to Mr. Seth

,

; Garden, Direeter, Departasat of Pisk and Game, state of California
; be circulated to the Commisstem with a mete substantially as fel.
; laws.

Attaebed for the informatten of the Commission is a
esy of a letter from the Director, Division of um m-

j ing and Regulation to Mr. Seth Garden, Direeter, Dept.
1 of Fish and Gese, State et Os11termia regarding a
| proposed ABC license to Isotopes Specialties Companqr,
: Inc. and the disposal of radiometive waste in seeen
j areas adjacent to Calitsemia.
>

j This letter is in reply to Mr, Gorddefs letter of
. April th which was airentated to the comaLesien in
! Internation Paper ano a .W1 dated Mar s,1958. |
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i May 9, 1958
:

!
d

i
i

Mr. Seth Gordon, Director
j Department of Fish and Osse
i State of California
l 722 Capitol Avenue
| Sacremocto, Californja

!
! Dear Mr. Gordon: , k. i-

.

{ 2 bank you for your letter of April 14, 1958 in furth.or reference to
Isotopes Specialities coerpagj Inc., s$di he disposal i.f mdioactivet,

'
waste in ocean areas e.djae.ent to Ce.lifornia.

We appreeiste very s:ush yovr givirg us the 'benef tis of the views ex-
pressed in your, letter of Mpril'14 and y6ur~ earlier letter of March 20.
The Commaission, of course, recognises the important interest of Cs.li-
fornia in the som dispoed of'vaste and-it is for this reason that we have
undertaken to kinp the interested agencies"of the Stato informed of
licensing seticas involvirg pepsons 'and,Trganisations in California. j

h safety eriteria earploy' d by the comunission for waste disposal aree
based upon the neost authorita.tive technical and' scientific data avail-
able and've believe that they;pmvida reasonable and acequate safe-
guards ~ to public health at>d safety. As-is true of all of the Comunission's
safety standardo, however, the criteria' _ applicable to waste disposal
are contitsmousl;r reviewed and are subject to revision s.s dictated by
experience and the development of new scientific data. '

With specifie reference to waste disposal in the ocean areas se*Jacent
to California, we estimate that some 10,000 curies of activity (at the
tha ne diannomal i re deposited by 7tH1eral agencies and their son-
tracters in the h th of the Finrallone Islands (eentered at about
37'bO'N - 122 20'W) in the santa Cruz. Basin (33039'N - 1190 8'W)2,

froma 1946 through 1 In addities, disposals by ABC lisensees in the.

o_ ' areas are '__ West Coast are estimated to have totalled less than
5 suries. of these samounts, less than o.5 Percent were deposit,ed in /[the amata crus Basin area. Boeores of disposals since 1956 should be \g
available in the near future. All sea disposals made daring the period - *LJ
indiented consisted of paakaged low-intel waste, as contrasted to the ' \' )
high-leve: wastes originating at AR installations seek as Baatord which \-
are stores in underground taaks. '

->g OAAL3 c A u -R u/1 n-
'i ,

joy,1,.
''

o

9 9 ) k I33*Jo' w . rJig- q p'p -

,. 3 3 36'.. .n 1 sk vn /* W '#' .

On s 3% r%RW -

mv p n - g~
,



, . . ..
. . - - - - - . . . - . - . - . . - - - - . . - - - - - - - - -

* *
, -, .,

~
. -

!
i
i
<

Mr. Seth Gordon - 2
i
)

scribed only after consultation with authoritiek in oceanography andAlthough our safety criteria governing sea disposal of wastes were pre
i

j
i -

radiolecical safety and after determination by ABC that the safeguards}

to public health were adequate, we nevertheless subject the criteria t;

to develop improvederiterik as well.continueus review not only/to confim our original determinations, but
i o

In furthersace of this polier,1

California, arranged with the Scripps Institute of Oceanography, inAEC, together with the Office of Naval Research and the University of
i

April 1977, to conduct a radiological survey of the ascific Coast
.

disposal areas.

The data developed, however, indleate no detectable effectA preliminary report of this survey was received only
i
i

recently.

from vaste disposal operatio'ns.j The report states, in part: "Recentthe surface organisms. radioactive fallout containing Ru-103, Ru-lO6 and Er-93 was detected in;

probably' originating ~from airborne fallout,. A lesser amount.of artificial contamination,
j
'

200-meter plankton hauls. was detected in the standard
organisms collected at 1000 meters. "Little or no activity was detected in the standard
liminary* survey by standard oceanographic methods has not disclosedh report concludes that "A pre-
. easily detectable amounts of radioactivity even in the isonediate vicinityof the oldest official marine ' disposal area. "

Also as a part of its~ continuing review of sea disposal activities
-recently requested the Cossaittee on Oceanography of the Estional Academy

, ABC

of Scionees to evaluate the factors relat,ed to the feasibility of estab-
lishing additional disposal area,s off the'Atlantie Coast.
receive a report of this study within the next few weeks. We expect to ,

made of ocean areas adjseent to the West Coast.ecupletion of that study, it is. intended that a similar study will be
7bilowing

Since many of the
technical considerations pertinent' to the general subject of waste
disposal have been explored during the Atlantic Coast study, it is j

anticipated that the Pseifie Ooast study may be completed in a shortertime. i
i

1

ther to test the validity of our present eriteria and possibly indienteThe data obtained from the studies described above should enable us far.

ways in idLich they any be improved.
Any avisions, however, unast be

deferred pending ecupletion of the studies and aanlyses of the results'

obtained.
they vill be incorporated as conditions to existing lieenses.Tb the extent that revisions are found desirable or necessary,

.

I should like to emphasize that the Osumission is anxious to cooperste \

with the Department of Fish and Osme and other interested State agencies
'

in resolving the problems of esmeern to them. We will, of coarse, be
glad to share all of the scientifie data available to us on sea disposal
and to review this data with the several agencies as it relates te par-tieular questions of interest to thast.
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Kr. Seth Gordon - 3 |
|

In this connection, I believe that it would be mutually helpful to
arrange a meeting of the interested agencies with our staff for the
purpose of considering the entire subject of sea disposal. Such a
meeting would provide opportunity for a thorogh discussion cf mattersi

'
of interest to California and would, at the same time, enable us to
more fully familiarize them with the bases upon vbich the kastission's

| safety criteria are developed and continuously evaluated. 'Ibe meeting
might be more beneficial if it were held following the completion of
the studies previously described herein, probably in late susuner, but 1

if you believe that an earlier discussion vould be of value, we vill I
be glad to meet with you in California at your convenience. |

|

Copies of this letter are J>eing sent for informatior to Governor Knight,
Dr. L H. Merrill, Director of Nblic Health, Mr. E. B. Webb, Director
of Industrial Relations, Mr. A. C. Blacicaan of the Department of
Industrial Relations who is a member of our Advisory Committee of State 1

,

' Officials, and to Isotopes Specialities Coerpany, Inc.

Sineerely yours, ~

(Sped; H. L. l'rece

l

.
B. L. Price
Director
Division of Licensing

and RegulAtton
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