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TRPOEMATION PAPER O ISOTOFES SPBCIALTIES COMPANY, INC., BURBANK,
CALIFORNIA--LETTERS OBJECTING TO ISSUANCE OF A LICENSE

It L5 requested that the attached letter ef May 9§ frem the

Direster, Division of Licensing emd Regulatisn to ¥r. Seth
m.&mw,' of Fish and Geme, Btats of Califernia
e cirsulsted te the Commissien with & note substanticlly as fole

lows.

This letter is in reply to My, Gordun's letter of
April 1k widol was circulated te the Commigsien im
Information Paper ARO R 35/1 dated May 8, 1958.

Engls sures
Ltr. o My, Seth Gordem
Dtd. 5/9/58

Formo ARC-818 (Rev. &)

qggxz;g%iQ 970110
P
SIEFERT96-448 PDR



:
| CORY

May 9, 1958

Mr. Seth Gordon, Director
Department of Fieb and Gasze
State of Californis

722 Capitol Avenue
Sacremecto, Californis

: —

Thank you for your letter of April 14, 1958, in further reference to
Isotopes 8Specielities Compeny, Iue., and the disposal «f radicactive
vaste in oceen srees ol ecant to Celiforunis.

Dear Mr. mrdbn:

We appreciate very sueh your giving ue the benefit of the vievs ex-
pressed in your letter of jpril 1b and your sarlier letter of Mereh 20.
The Commission, of sourse, recogniszes the important interest of Celi-
fornia in the s+e dirpoes. of waste and it {8 for this reeson thst we Lave
undertaken to kuvp the interested agencies of the Stetu informed of
lieensing seticos ilovolving persons and organizations in California.

The safety eriteria employed by the Commission for weste disposal are
based uwpon the most authoritative technical and scientific date eveil-
able amd wve believe that they provide ressonsble and alsquate safe-
guards to public bealth and safety, As 1s true of all of the Commission's
safety standard:, however, the criteria applicable to waste disposal

are contimmously reviewed and ars subjeet to revigion «s dictated by
experience and the development of nev scientifis data, z

With specific reference to waste dispossl in the ocesn areas o/ jscent

to Californie, ve estimate that some 10,000 curies of setivity (st the

t re deposited by Pedersl sgencies and their eon-

th of the FParsllone Islands (eentered et about

in the Santa Cruz Basin (33°939'F - 119°28'w)

I sddition, disposals by ARC licensees in the

Veat Coast are estimeted to hawve totalled less than \ y,
/

Of these smounts, less than 0.5 percent were deposived in /
the Sanxta [Crus Basin ares. Mecords of disposals sines 19% showld be \
1o the near future, ALl ses disposals made furing the period "5l }
indieated (eonsisted of paskaged low-level waste, ss contrested to the \ \
high-level westes origineting st ANC installations suek as Bamford which \

in wnderground tanks, ( &
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Mr, Seth Gordon - 2

Although our safety criteria BOoverning sea disposa. of vesiec vere pre-
scribed only after consultation with authorities in oesanography and
radioclogical eafety aud after determination by ARC that the safeguards
to publie health were adequate, we nevertheless subjec. the eriteria to
ecatinucus reviewv not only Ao eonfirm our original detcmmtiou, but

to develop uprovederiteri‘ &8 vell, In furtherance of this poliey,

AEC, together with the O0ffice of Naval Rescarch and the University of
California, arranged with the Seripps Institute of Oseanogrephy, in
April 1957, to conduet a radiological survey of the Mecifie Coast
disposal arees. A preliminary report of this survey wase received only
Tecently, The data developed, bowvever, indieate no detectable effect
from weste disposs) operetions. The report states, in part: “Mecent
radioactive fallout containing Ru-103, Ru-106 and Zr-95 was detected in
the surface Organiems. A lesser smount of artifieial contamination,
probably originating from eirbvorne fallout, was detected 1n the standsrd
200-meter plankton bauls, Little or o activity was detected in the standard
Organisms collected at 1000 meiers.” ‘Me report coneludes that "4 pre-
liminary survey bty standard Oceanographic methods has not diselosed
easily detectable amountg of radiocactivity even in the ismediate vicinity
of the oldest official Barine disposal ares,"

AlsO as 8 part of {tg continmuing review of ses disposal activities, ARC
recently requested the Committee on Oceanography of the Mtiona) Academy
of Sciences to evaluate the factors related to the Teasidility of estadb.
lishing additional disposal aress off the Atlantic Coast. We expect to
reeceive a report of thig study within the next fov weeks, Pollowing
completion of that Study, it {s intended that & similar study will be
made of ocean areas sdjecent to the west Comst. Since Rany of the
technieal eonsiderations pertinent to the general subject of wmate
disposal have been explored during the Atlantie Coast study, 1t 4
tntieipeted that the Reifie Coast study may be ecompleted in & shorter
time,

The date obtained from the studies described above should eneble us fure
ther to test the validity of our Present eriteris and Poseibly indicate
Ways in whiech they By be improved, Any revisions, bowever, must be
defarred pending completion of the studies and analysce of the results
obtained. To the extent that revisions are found desiradle or necessary,
they will be ineorpcrated aa eonditions to existing licenses,

I should like to Saphasize that the Commission 1s snxious to eocparate
with the Department of Fish and Oxme and other interested Btate egencies
in resolving the Problems of ecasern to Lhem, Ve vill, of oourse, be
g§lad to share all of the scientifiec data available w0 us on see disposal
and to reviev this data vith the seversl Sgencies as it relates to Py~
tieular questions of interest to them,
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Mr, Seth Gordon - 3

In this connection, I believe that it would be mutually helpful to
arrange & meeting of the interested agencies with our staff for the
purpose of considering the entire subject of sea disposal, Such a
meeting would provide opportunity for a thorvigh discussion cf matters
of interest to Californisa and would, at the same time, enable us to
more fully familiarize them with the bases upon which the “ommission's
safety criterie are developed and continuously eveluated, The meeting
might be more beneficial if it were held following the completion of
the studies previously described herein, probably in late summer, but
if you believe that an earlier discussiorn would be of value, we will
be glad to meel with you in California at your convenience,

Coples of this letter are being eent for informatior toc Governor Knight,
Dre M. B, Merrill, Director of ublic Health, Mr. E. B. Webdb, Direetor
of Industrial Relations, Mr. A. C. Eleckaan of the Department of
Industrial Relations who is & mexber of our Advisory Comaittee of State
Officials, and to Isclopes Specialities Cowpeany, Inc.

Siucerely yours,

(S:gned) 8. L. P'res

B. L. Price

Director

Division of lLicensing
and Regulation
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