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$ Marvin M. Hann, Assistent Director, Compliance, DATE: April 23, 1958 *yo ,
Division of Inspection, Headgaarters

.

j raou : R. W. Smith, Ditector, Inspection Division,

j San Francisco Operations Office ,.
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j susJacT: WASTE DISPOSAL
!

SYMacL: 1 : 31 s '
2

i

/i
- *

| Supplementing my teletype of April 18, 1954, I an enclosing for ,

| your indornation a copy of Joint Easolution No. 9 introduced in
the California Senate on April 8,1958 by Senator Farr, as well
as copies of the San Fransisoo Chronicle's article of|

* .

| April 13,1958 which I referred to in our telephone conversation
3 yesterday. I have been informed that the Senate resolution has
! temporarily been shelved pending coupletion of the budget
! hearings still under consideration before the California
i Legislature. This is in oomtrast to the Assembly Health
j tasolution No. 58, which was adspeed by the Assembly on April 16, i

; 1958 I espect to obtain published eopies of the latter within- I

' several days and will transmit them to you. Wit.h respect to the
Senate resolution, however,1 do not aspect to receive comparable

j published copies until the joint resetetion has been acted upoa '

by the 1431statureg therefore, for the interim I would suggest4

1 t. hat you reprodmea the single espy to . meet your needs. ,

f

! An interestias facidental potat with respect to the Senate joint
|

resolution aams up in yesterdav's meeting between California's
i Desas -*a a f Fi -k '+----'s.An. m- Ine po n ' '

|
Eference to the statessat, " philosophy of unsafe bulk disposal,"
appearias on lines 13 and 14 of.psga 2 and indiented that action,

j has been initiated t'e starify this phraseology so that it is
! M, clearly understood that the Department of Public Health in carry-~

"D ing out it,s responsibilities La connection with the resolution;
will first assure gt shor,g that the bulk waste is satisfactory for -

s

duuping,, rather than aseertaining later at sea whether an unsafe;

i situation saisess Furportedly this would be accomplished by
j requiring unste disposal assasies to dilute solutions down to

drinking water levels prior to loading on. board a' vessel for,

i subsequent bulk disposal at song otherwise, the Department would
i feel reopensible. dor eendesting Laborious serveys at sea to
j assure that the area in diek bulk disposal has been made doas-

j not reveal any me=*admaries of significant gematities. ~
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. Marvin H. Mann -2- April 25,1958
\ . .

I
'

The meeting was attended by Messrs. Ripley and Joseph of the
| Department of Fish and Came and Messrs stead, Heinke, and Cornish*

i of the Department of public Health, and included, as interested
; observers, Dr. C. Kinsmen of the U. 5. public Hesith Service and
} Messrs. Smith and Blanc of ghe ABC. This meettng between the two
i State agencies had been called by their respective Directors for the
3

i r . purpose of finding a common and reasonable approacn for the State to
| 'take with respect to radioactive weste disposal companies.

Specifically, the Department of Public Health has the obligation of'

j answering certain correspondence directed to them. by Reed-Curtis
: ' Nuclear Division of American slectrenics and by the Nuclear
j Engineering Company which seeks 5 gate endorsement or approval of

we,ste disposal activities.

After con'siderable discussion' of w'ste disposal metheds and ofe

]
general oceanographic conditions, agreements were reached on the
following significant factors

;

c., .

1. The two agencies of the State agree that the e,

i
j Legislature has established in part, and probably
j will en toto, a policy which the agencies will be*

expected to implement;
i

2 Distance from shore is of greater signi ficance in
the case of . bulk disposal than it would be for

,
,.

|
packaged disposal, although the latter was not

|
minimised. Also,-it was suggested that possibly

.

there should be separate disposal sites for each
4

I type, in order to permit independant surveys if
i .

deessed necessary;
.

1

3. The current sea disposal sites, notably those of f
i -

the southern coast of California, are located within'
1 ;

.,h the most favorable fishing areas, particularly with
.

x,., ? respect to albacore; *

!

| - }QOhi
: $- | ' 4. 2,000 fathoms and 60 sites from the nearest sea

,

' mounts (defined as any submarine mountain rising.
] y Qy . , . .

- 500 Lathose or more above the surrounding ocean floor)
! ' . , . , f.f <

i n.; r .
would remove-the sites from upwelling areas and thereby,

j ,iW - mintaise any possible adverse effects on tishing. banks.
3

1 %' i According to Fish and Game, there is some mixing
4 .

.,- between surfaea and submarine waters from 1,000 fathoms
,

' *[j;8 . %.:
9 :g but mot to any significant degree with water from 2,000

. '

fi
j '''j. . < .,

-

fathoms; ;, *" .
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5. Fisa and t.'.w inds t ated reservar. ions over usik
disposal af any form, but Public Healta potated

, out that in their opinion i.f it were d11osted down
to d rink ing wa t e r leve ls (I's 10-' mic reca r t e s pe r

.

milliliter), then it should be satisfactory. If this
were not so, as Public Health point ed out, then
theoretically all disposals in sewers would os in
violation Fish and Game agreed to this logic;e

t

6 There is some question as to what the State can do
legally with respect:to these waste disposal companies. f.However, it was concluded that they could certainly : Jfstrongly " encourage" the companies to comply with the '

State's wishes;

7. The best procedures and intentions will never pre.clude
the pos sibility' of an 'a ccident occurring and th,et .'n l y
one accident is needed to stir up advetae imblic *

.,

c riti kl are. In view of this, public *icalt' :c h t ha t;[

there is a need for developing some f c rs o f t ag ect s .v. (
system or joint-checking whereby the agencies ^f t w
State can assure for themselves that these waste
dispossi companies are adeqwatelv pe rfor nim; wi t hir.
the intent. of the Legislative resolut t a 6 ;

8 The Departments should consider some local apprean
to other Federal agencies to call to their ettent ton
the action of the California Legislature. This consnent
was particularly addressed to the Armed Furces which .."

are engaged in the hauling of wastes to sea (chemicals,
as well as radioactive wastes).

In concluding the meeting, the two Departments agreed on the following,

| approach to be taken with respect to these waste disposal companies
'

currently licensed by the AEC within California (1sntopes Specialties,
Reed-Curtis Ituelear Division of Asnerican Electronics, Inc., and
Nuclear Engineering): -

'

1. Each c e y will be notified by letter of the
4, Legislature's action to the effect that a policy

,.

,
*

-Q. has been established which the Department s feel must '
Mt be recognised; 7 g,,

&zq:., r* '. , , -

| 2 The motifiestion will make specific reference to theTh " n,.,'

' 2,000-fathou and 60-alle limitations; f,_
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- Marvin M. Maan

j
-

._

Tbs motiftenties will further indicate that if bulk
1 -

| 3.
disposal were eethertsed ender lisease by the ABC,|

as far as the State is esseermed bulk unste should he|

diluted (at shore) to the soneantratioes establishedj

by it Opt 20, Appendia 5 for undetes=daad siz::ures of|
,

alpha, beta and/or gamma emitters (1 a 10-7 microcortes|
j per a1111114er)g
|

The actittaastaa utit suggest that a asettag be heldi 4. hetgeen the tuo tapartments and the easte disposal!

1 7 a= en assy 13 at whiek time it umuld be hopedj 8

that they eestd reaek a t - -*= with the companies| s
es to suitable desping areas off the sentral and

=
' ~

! coethern esaste of California, as well as notification,It une indicated
reporting and sucerding tashniques.| that the Division of. Indsstrial safety and the Water

, Pellatism.noard of the State voeld probably be invited
;

{ to attend this meeting.

In response to a direet questics concerning the ABC's interest in theproposed meetias, I indicated that the ABC would view this meeting as
j

i )
a State matter end eoefirmed'(aleo'ia response to a direct quest onld not oisject

| that the ABC is on record with the statement that it wou
,

to the State adoption of more restriative requirements.(

j

la summary, I. feel that the State is presenting a rather reasonabiaapproach to this.uhole matter, and I have reason to believe that t eh

f f

waste dispeaal 11eeneses La'the State will agree to the position oll such3

the Departments so leas as it is' applied uniformly to aIt is admitted notably by the Public Realth Department,|
l t to

| that they de not want to impoes undue restrictions, eartain y no11eansees.
But it should be;

the potat of being stessed of restraint of trade.

recessised that they do have problems out here patticularly withroepect to the large fishing industries and it would seem that tha
j

Therefore,
approaek they are now taking will satisfy all concerned.

*

we reeeemand that the ABC formally reeegaise the position of the
i

|

State in this matter by incorporating the specific limitationsdescribed above la all 11eenses pertiment to ocean burials off the
-

j
i
j coast of Califennia.
I

,

Bestesuress
Joint Resolution No. 914
Sea Fuensisee 4Risesiole's1.
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Atomic Ttash: State '-

Will ' Trust' AEC
u . .. n. . .. .... i. . tested earlier against grant-

SACRAMENTO, April 22 ing of the license to Isotopes
The State has decided to' Specialties Co., Inc.. and had
*~ trust" the Atomic Energy!urced that all earlier licenses
Comtnission lo avoid any!- neluding one in the Bay
further dumping of radio : Area-be rnndified
active trash at sea in areasi PrcSent ivcan dump:ng is
where fian might he en.' - .

dangered, a Slate Fish and an weigh:cd. scaled contain-i

Game Departn ent eseco .ns m yatn at least 6000 feet
iive vid today. .icep. W departmen; wants

'Te have no definite word at done at depths of at least
1.1.000 feet. and not closerhy te'ephone or by mail that than 60 miles to aay under-the AEC will ti:hten their sea ninuntain that mightregulation 9c but we feel that

because they understand the cause upward currents,
problem they will comply."I Ripley said the AEC in.
William R cley, assistant chief q.nred whether the depart-.

of the department's marine ment 'vanted to become hti-
resources branch, told The gant'' in the pendinglicensing
Ch onicle. ; case. The department replied

Hence the department has tha' "We would prefer,at th5'

" decided not 'to intervene for ittme to pursue thn.matteci$s- '

mally in the proposed AEC. formally. We trust your con*

licensing of a Burbank firm .miaton . will give due con-
that sought to enter the atom. sideration to our recommen. ts

le trash disposal business, dation . . ." *

Ripley explained- Thus far, no private com-
The department had pro. pany in California tras done

'I an' sea dumping of radioac-* ~ ' ~ '' ~~

y
tive waste materials. but the *

! Government itself has been
, d a mpi rrg relatively large -
' amounts off Southern Call.
ifornia and southwest of the
Farallones here.

Itipley said the depart-
Iment's request that dumping
be at depths of 12,000 feet
or more, and at least 60 miles s

: from any sea moiint, would
' nnt be a hardship in the Bay-.

h t I f %'/ , Area. Dumping 45 or 50 miles-

I due west of the Farallones
f A* Tg

'sould meet bo'.h require-"' *

#- 'C - ''a /\ ' ments. he said.
'

i _ ,, L' Q. In Southern California-%

E' where dumping has been go--< ing on "in the middle of'some*~
s -;

j .T. I iof our best fishing grounds"
Qr _y a '-a much longer haul would
\',f C 'be needed. The atomic trpsA

#would have to be taken at''

.[/
i .

' / / east rMies eMhere.Rbl

4 J 1 g e ysf k o r MetoQ. ).3
| -4., . .. .n . = mm ens =*1
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A!E:IDED I:: SE:: ATE APRIL 13, ifd6
I

CALIF 0!CIIA LEGISLATURE - 1958 FIRST EXTRA 0ADI:iAM SESSIO.!
| .:C. 9

SEI: ATE JOI"I RESOLUTIO:t ,

I:iT30DUCED BY SE:1 TOR FARR'

April 6, 1976
t

Referred to Committee on Fish and Game
l
|

Senate Joint Resolution No. 9 - Relative to memorializin6 the
Federal Government to undertake and enforce special safety
precautions in the disposal of radioactive vaste.

Whereas, The State of California is conceaned about the
. ocean disposal of vastes in the Pacific Jee .n off California;1

2
and
Whereas, Ocean fishing in this State ie an important in-3

dustry supplying needed protein food to the people of the4
S

Hation; and!

Whereas, . Ocean fishing in this State enployes many thou-o

sands of people and is wort.h many mill!ons of dollars7
6

annually; and
Whereasy-Bispeeal-ef-texiey-radieactive-et-ether-deleterious9

anterial Whereas, Disposal of picric acid, radioactive10

wasre, or other vaste material usable in chemical warfare in11

the ocean presents potentiel hazard to marine animals; and12

Whereas, The' State of Californ?a is charged with the con-13

servatica of its marine resources and must raise issue with
14

|
disposal practices.that' offer potential hazard to either the re-15

; 16 sources or their markets; now, therefore, be it| l'l
li-

Resolved by the Senate and Assembly of the State of Ca
fornia, jointly, That the Legislature of the State of California| 18

hereby petiitions the Federal Government and the armed19

forces of the United States that any ocean disposal of any20

texiey-radieaetive-er-deleteriews-P.Mterial-be-earried-out-in-neb21,

|
picric acid, ra.distive vaste, or other vaste material usable in

.

22
I

chemical varfare, potentially harmful to marine life, be car-23 '

ried out in not less than 2,000 fathoms and not less than oO24
25 miles from any sea mount; and be it further

Resolved, That any toxie-materials picric acid, radioactive26,
'

waste, or tother vaste material usable in chemical varfare27 s

28,

||
|
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