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. Attentions Mr, Dicl Saith DRk
?‘;@:E iy (
L “:?‘ Gentlemen: |
A %
Qe‘d”? ’ Three licemsed radicactive waste disposal compsnies are pres-

fF a0 - eatly in process of fimalising their plans and procedures for zse disposal
iy 6ff the Califormia coast. The proposed methods of dispesal fall into
WY three slassificatieme: (1) packaging is eement, (2) packaging in asphalt
.~ coated 55 gallom drumss, and (3) bulk liquid dispesal, Methods two and

oy ‘three, and especiclly the latter, raise some questioms relative to the e d
i i advisability ef waing this method. . . F © b4
e QQ P ijﬂu' _
L AEM The qusstions we have im reviewing these disposal methods are:
*‘ Pt 8 1. Does the AEC licemse ‘permit bulk disposal of liquid radio-
g “5 :',,  active waste, i.e., pumping the radicactive liquid into the ocesn?
I 2, If the snewer to wm.o is yes, “eﬁ"'“

Sabdboni e, What level of activity in the weste wafer may .
" b Is there smy limitation on the volume and total :
activity of the materisl which may be dumped at ome
time and in ene plase?
¢. Are there any speeial requirements to assure adequate
. dilution at the time of discharge?

3. Since under the previsions of the California Health and

Safety Code, Sectiwns 4hOO-AkOk, the State Departament of Public Health
R R has the responsibility for cheekimg the disposel of amy "garbage” (which
o : is defined to include such materials as redioactive wadtes) loaded at any

pert for dumping at ses, we would prepese to check the packaging, stor-
&ge, tremsportation ard actual dwmping of these wastes, ?

Ia addition to the above questions, we still would like to have

answers to questions we posed Lo you verbally some time ago. Does the . ,'\
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Commission, in issuing & license, have available information and experience
which definitely gives assurance: ‘

1.
2,

3.
k.

That the package will reach the bottem without rupture? -
That the 1life expectancy of the container exceeds 50 or -«
100 years? fa)
That there is no lateral drift of containers while sinking? <
That there is no appreciable movement of the containers on
the ocean bottom? N R

shall appreciate an early reply. -

Nery truly yours,
A ) R

Bureau of Sanitary Engineering
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