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DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

. Medical Center
l

West Los Angeles
11301 Wilshire Boulevard<

Los Angeles CA 90073
January 9,1997

L. J. Callan, Regional Administrator in nepiy neteaa,

3 '

United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Region IV,

i 611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 400
Arlington, Texas 76011-8064

SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO SUPPLEMENT TO CONFIRMATORY ACTION
LETTER (CAL) 4-96-006

Dear Mr. Callan:

A Theratronic's sersiceman, prior to the end of January 1997, plans
to resume investigation of the source drawer malfunction that occurred after the dual
timer was installed and attempt to determine the reason for the malfunction .

The operator is to continue to pay visual attention in particular to the Co-60 radiation
area monitor readings and the beam on/offindicators on the console and insure that they
are functioning correctly.

The following is a description of the operational and procedural controls to be
implernented should a source drawer malfunction occur. The operator is to record the
time, the date, the patient's name, the primary timer reading, the secondary timer reading,
the set time, and the error code displayed on the dual timer at the time the source drawer
malfunction takes place. The Co-60 teletherapy unit will be left unaltered until a
Teletherapy Physicist or the Teletherapy Radiation Safety Officer (RSO) is able to
investigate the situation.

If there is a source drawer malfunction or any other malfunction of the Co-60 teletherapy
unit, the following are to take place in order to continue treating patients with the unit.
The operator of the Co-60 teletherapy unit will immediately notify one of the Teletherapy
Physicist and if neither one can be found by the operator then the RSO will be immediately
notified. Upon notification by the operator, the procedure would be to ask the operator if
he/she observed the Co-60 radiation area monitor and the beam on/offindicators on the
console and if they performed as expected when the source drawer malfunction occurs.
Then the Teletherapy Physicist or RSO would verify that the malfunction that occurred is
not a new problem and would then test the operation of the unit to confirm that the
operation of the Co-60 teletherapy unit is functioning correctly. Once confirmed the
operator will be given permission to continue treatment under tiic eme guidelines. The
operator then must turn the key-switch located on the left-hand side of the console unit in
order to operate the Co-60 teletherapy unit after a source drawer failure. The key-switch
acts as an interlock that prevents the operation of the Co-60 teletherapy unit without the f
operator acknowledging a failure has taken place. A
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Within 24 hours of the source drawer malfunction or any other unit malfunction a |
Teletherapy Physicist or the RSO on the license will contact notify the NRC. |

!
IRadiation Therapy Service has indicated that they are completely committed to the

implementatica of these operational and procedural controls.

Radiation Therapy Service will have all Co-60 teletherapy unit operators sign and date a
,

statement to the effect that they have been given these instructions verbally and have read '

this letter and fully understand both and intend to comply completely regarding these
operational and procedural controls.

Sine rs.

. nne
F ecutive Director

Docket No: 030-22280
License No. 04-000181-12
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cc:
Fran Herbig. Ph.D. j
VA National Health Physics Program (l 15 HP) |

Department of Veterans Affairs |
915 North Grand Boulevard 1

St. Louis. Missouri 63106

Edwin Leidholdt. Jr. Ph. D. ,

VA National Health Physics Program |,.

'.
301 Howard Street. Suite 700
San Francisco California 94105

Robert Nicol Compliance Officer
U.S. Food and Drug Administration
Los Angeles District Officer
19900 MacArthur Boulevard. Suite 300
Irvine. Califbrnia 92612-2445

Linda Howell. Chief Nuclear Materials Inspection
& Fuel Cycling Decommission Branch
Fax: 817-860-8188
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