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Docket Nos. 30-4577
30-13024

J. 6. Sylvester Assocfates, Inc.

ATTN: Bruce J. Sylvester
President

900 Hingham Street

Rockland, Massachusetts 02370

Gentlemen:
Subject: Ingpection 78-02 and 78-0!

This refers to your letter dated October 13, 1978, fn response to our
| letter dated September 26, 1978.

Thank you for informing us of the corrective and preventive actions
documented 1n your letter. These actions will be examined during a
subsequent inspection of your licensed progras.

With respect to your answer to Paragraphs A and B, and your comments
concerning Hot Laboratory Operations, you are advised that you are
oblfgated to follow all of the statements, representations and proce-

dures contained in the referenced documents incorporated &s a condition
of your license. :

Section II, Item I of your "Administrative Control and Radiological

Protection Procedures” defines the aress of responsibility of the

President and the Assistant General Manager of J. 6. Sylvester Asso-

ctates, Inc. These responsibilities include "radfation tection,”

“maintenance of records” and "internal inspections of al operations to

saintain continuing complfance with regulations and rules.* Delegatfon

of some of these responsibilities 1s permissible provided there is a ‘
management audit system to assure that they are carried out. The failure

of the named officers to assure that their responsibilities regarding 1
maintenance of records and fnternal audits were met constitutes mon-

complance with Condition 16 of License No. 20-00302- 2. ]

Section I1I1-3 of your "Administrative Control and Radfological Protection
Program for open Sourcs Byproduct Materfals® requires plexiglass panels
on your laboratory benches. Use of 1icensed materials in this lab in

O"l((",“_FFH 1 o 1 ]
SURNAME B | MC_C?_;étOCk/_(]; | ?m‘i/téh({l & z% ‘
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¢. 6. Sylvester Assocfates, fnc. 2

; March of 1978, without the required plexiglass panels constitutes non-

| compliance with Condition 13 of License No. 20-17594-01, since 1t occurred
prior to your receiving authorization from licensing to handle unsealed
byproduct material without the panels.

| With regard to your new procedures regarding hot laboratory operations,
please be advised that all proposed changes to procedures, personnel or
equipment that have been incorporated as conditfons of your license must
be submitted to the NRC's Radioisotope Licensing Branch for approval
prior to your initiating the change.

Your cooperation with us 1s appreciated.

Sincerely,

Boyce H. Grier
Director

bcc:

1€ Mail & Files (For Appropriate Distribution)
Central Files

Public Document Room (PDR)

Nuclear Safety Information Center (NSIC)

REG:1 Reading Room

: Commonwealth of Massachusetts (2)

NRC FORM 318 (677 ® U 5 GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 1977-237-028




o. 6. Sylvester Assocfates, Inc. 2

March of 1973, without the required plexiglass panels constitutes non-
compliance with Condition 13 of License No. 20-175%4-01, sinze 1t occurred
prior to your recefving authorization from licensing to handle unsealed
byproduct material without the panels.

With regard to your new procedures regarding hot laboratory operations,
please be advised that all proposed changes to procedures, rersonnel or
equipment that hav~ been incorporated as conditions of your license must
be submitted to the NRC's Radiofsotope Licensing Branch for approval
prior to your initiating the change.

Your cooperation with us 1s appreciated.

Sincerely,

Boyce H. Grier
Director

bce:

IE Mail & Files (For Appropriate Distribution)
Central Files

Public Document Room (PDR)

Nuclear Safety Information Center (NSIC)

REG:1 Reading Room

Commonwealth of Massachusetts (2)

OFFICE .“ -------------------------------------- e { ------------------- L T T
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J. G. SYLVESTER ASSOCIATES, INC.

METALLURGICAL AND WELDING CONBULTANTS
MATERIALS TESTING = METALLURGICAL LABORATORIES
INDUSTRIAL RADIOGRAFPHY

FIELD INSPECTION TELEPRONE
OFFICES AND LABORATORIES AT NDE PODTER BP-FEN-DAPS
P00 MINGHAM STRELY ROCKLAND €17-878.900¢

ROCKLAND MASS Ci370 TWX 210-346-1702

October 13, 1978

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region 1

631 Park Avenue

King of Prussia, Pennsylvania 19406

Attention: Mr. Boyce H. Grier
Subject: Your letter concerming NRS Imspection 78-02 and 73-0)
Dear Mr. Grier:

This will acknowledge receipt of the above referenced letter. We would now
like to respond to Appendix A, Notice of Violation.

Your Paragraph A statee that a radiography supervisor has been responsible
for radistion protection and maiitenance of records. In fact, this is not
the case. HMr. Kenneth Rker of our organization, who is a designated officer
of the cospany and named in our ~dministration Control and Radiological
Protection Procedure Rev, 6 October 14, 1975 ,was appointed our Hadiation
Sefety Officer for industrial radiography operations upon the termination

of Mr. Robert Smith, our former Radiation Safety Officer, on Jume 30, 1978.
The radiography supervisor, Mr. Dennis Yeaton, has had the task of record-
ing daily dosimever checks and records of surveys, however the responsibility
to see that these records are properly kept has been in the hands of Mr.
Kenneth Beker. Mr. Baker has been reminded that the responsibility for these
records are ultimately his owm,

In regard to your second statement mentioning intermal inspection of field

site radiography, I would like to point out that there is nc specific require-
ment under the regulations for these inspections ncr ie there a requirement

in our Administrative Control and Radivlogical Protection Procedure. Wwe there-
fore consider that there is no infraction for the conditions stated in your
Paragraph A. We do agree, however, that this would be beneficial to our
radiation safety program. Wwe therefors have instituted a policy effective
October 24, 1978 to huve in-house and field spot checks of radiographic opera-
tions by our Kadiation Safety Officer at a frequency of st least once in every
twvo months period.

Iy

il
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Paragraph B

Kevieion 1 of our Administrative Control and Radiological Frotection Program
for Open Source By-Product Materiale was submitted for approval earlier this
Year. An amendment to our license, Amendment #1 received several weeks ago,
agreed to the revisions and new procedures were stipulsted in that submittal.
You will mote if you read Revieion 1 that the requirement for the hinged
portal door is no longer required under our procedures. Naturally, we would
uUse proper restraints and remote operating wechaniss as described in Kevision
1 for those open source by-product materials requiring this type of handling.
Therefore, this is not considered an infraction.

Paragraph C

Ve acknowledge that records of the phyeical radiography surveys are erron-
eously omitted at the end of the shift on July 21, 1978 and July 24, 1978.
This deficiency will be corrected by tightened surveillance by our Radiation
Safety Office to insure that this documentation is properly made.

t bo retions

Please be advised that Mr. Frank Clifford has now been retained by this firme
to act as our Radiation Safety Officer for our hot laboratory operations. All
hot lab operations therefore will be conducted under the direct control and
surveillance of Mr. Clifford with the following exceptions. .
1. Materiale may be received, surveyed and stored in our hot lab
by the following persons.

Bruce Sylvester
Kenneth Baker :
Dennis Yeaton 4 ¢

It shall be required, however, that these materials remeir pack-
aged and unopened until Mr. Qifford ie physically on the premises,
who can thep supervise and control the opening, surveying end
bandling =f these materials.

2. After these materials have been packaged for shipment and properly

esurveyed by Mr. Clifford they may be stored or shipped by Bruce
Syivester, Kenneth Baker or Dennis Yeaton without the direct super-
vieion of Mr. Clifford.

Very truly yours,
J. G. SYLVESTER ASSOCIATES, INC.

a)\u-ojw

BIS: emm ce J. Sylvester



