APR 1 0 1985

Tennessee Department of Public Health

ATTN: Mr. Michael H. Mobley, Director
Division of Radiological Health

TERRA Building

150 Ninth Avenue North

Nashville TN 37203

Dear Mr. Mobley:

SUBJECT: PERFORMANCE APPRAISAL UNDER THE STATE OF TENNESSEE/NRC
ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING CONTRACT

A routine appraisal of performance under the NRC/State of Tennessee
Environmental Monitoring contract was conducted on March 14 and 15, 198,. A
copy of the NRC appraisal is enclosed.

The appraisal included an in-depth assessment of activities performed and the
annual report submitted by the State of Tennessee pursuant to the 1983 contract.
A preliminary review of the State's performance under the 1984 contract was also
conducted. Results of the appraisal were discussed with you and members of your
staff by Dr. D. M. Montgomery and Ms. S. Adamovitz curing a visit to your
office in Nashville, Tennessee on March 14 and 15, 1985

As previously identified in the last appraisal, there is a critical need to
replace the gamma-ray spectroscopy system and the alpha-beta proportional
counter. Although the laboratory is able to fulfill current contractual
requirements, replacement of the out-dated system is needed to maintain
laboratory capabilities at an acceptable level. Failure to replace this
equipment in the near future could adversely affect the laboratory's ability
to provide timely and accurate radiochemical analyses.

The appraisal fidentified problems with the splitting of certain environmental
samples and submission of samples to the NRC's laboratory for analysis.
Discussions with your staff indicated sample collection procedures would be
reviewed and the responsible individual would be made aware of contractua)
analysis requirements.

Although a summary of State analysis was submitted in a timely manner, a
completed report containing licensee data was submitted 45 days late due to
difficulties in obtaining data from a licensee. Discussfons with your staff
indicated coordination difficulties with NRC licensees have been resolved for
the 1984 environmental reporting period.

Overall performance with respect to contractual requirements has been
satisfactory. Based on the cooperation we have received from you and your staff

and the continued effort to meet all requirements, we intend to continue this
contract,
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We appreciate your interest and participation in the NRC Environmental
Monitoring Contract Program and loo: forward to your continued cooperation.

Sincerely,

J. Philip Stohr, Director
Division of Radiation Safety
an1 Safeguards

Enclosure:
State of Tennessee
Performance Appraisal Report

cc w/enc):

Mr. Roger Halsey, Supervisor
Environmental Monitoring

Dr. Tom Maxon, Director
Environmental Laboratories

becc: Document Control Desk
State of Tennessee
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