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ABSTRACT

Radiation Monitors,
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At 1228 hours on June 30, 1985 Waterford 3 Steam Electric Station experienced the first
of five (5) actuations of the Enginecered Safety Features portion of the Control Room
Ventilation System due to an electrical spike in the Control Room Outside Air Intake
This condition reoccurred at 1243 on June 30 and at approximately
1985,

to be within the normal background range.

In each case the radiation levels were verified
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NARRATIVE

At 1228 hours on June 30, 1985 Waterford 3 Steam Electric Station experienced the first
of five (5) inadvertent actuations of the Engineered Safety Features portion of the
Control Room Ventilation System due to an electrical spike in the Control Room Outside
Air Intake Radiation Monitors. This condition reoccurred at 1243 hours on June 30 ard
at approximately 1228 hours on July 2, 4, and 8, 1985, In each case the alarms quickly
cleared, and grab samples were taken by Health Physics Personnel to ensure that radia-

tion levels were within the normal backg-ound range.

Since Plant Personnel suspected that the use of portable radio transmitters in the area
of the radiation monitors may be causing the electrical spikes, a test was performed on
June 30, 1985 in an effort to verify the above suspicions. When the portable radio

transmitter was keyed near one of the radiation monitors, a spike on the monitor output

was generated,

SAFETY CONSEQUENCES AND [MPLICATIONS

Since the ventilation equipment performed as designed, and since the Control Room Out-
gide Air Intake Radiation Monitors would have performed as designed in the event of
a radioactive release, the health and safety of plant personnel and the general public

were never jeopardized,

CORRECTIVE ACT [ON

In an effort to prevent these spikes from occurring in the future, signs have been
posted to restrict the use of radios in critical areas including the area near the

radiation monitors on the +46 elevation of the Reactor Auxiliarv Building.
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SIMILAR EVENTS

NONE

PLANT CONTACT

R. Kenning, Radiation Protection Superintendent, 504/464-3149
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