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Mr. Thomas M. Roberts
Nuclear Regulatery Commission
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The use of oversimplified computer codes grossly overestimates the
consequences of a nuclear accident. These overestimates can probably be
r 0 two separate issues. The first is the incomplete assessment of
chemical and/or physical chemical processes and the natural attenuation
in release fractions they provide. The second cause seems to be the
treatment of releases occurring instantaneously, whereas in real life the

releases occur over time. The reduction in the resultant consequences of
these releases truly is significant and needs to be finalized.

This opportunity is presented in two areas. The first is, of course, the
revised public perception of rxsk to the public located near commercial

nuclear facilities. Public ion is
essential for all of Us to progress over the next several d S.

The second opportunity has to do with improved management of our
business. Never hefore has it been so important to efficiently and
economi e electric utility busi

the next few decades. Priority in decision-making, regulation, and
operation are essential to providing an economxcally viable energy
supply. _Accurate risk and risk ¢ a_cornerstone
in our fu ]
not excessive, controls on our industry. With these refined tools we
can cooperate to provide both safe and economically available power for
the Nation's future.

The NRC has been working on the source term issue since 1980. The
Accident Source Term Program Office was set up in 1982 to integrate the
issue into the regulatory framework suggesting a revised source term.
The NRC schedule for the selection of a new interim source term by the
end of 1983 and The selection of a final source term in the middle of
TYBL appears to be in jeopardy.

As an operating plant licensee, we place a very high priority on the NRC
achieving a technically-sound and early resolution of the source term
issue.

Since the original source term value has no technical basis for being so
high, a revised source term based on scientific knowledge and experience
to replace the current one based on overly-conservative assumptions
cannot be overemphasized.

I urge you as a Commissioner to place a high priority on achieving a
technically-sound and early resolution on this source term issue.

Sincerely,
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Wendell A. Jghnson, President
The Toledo Edison Company
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