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[[h[h [37 7JMailing Address: Box 5300
Denver, Colorado 80217
Telephone 303 293 4671

July 29, 1985 3FFv5NRc

Secretary of the Ccmnission
*85 AUG -2 All :26U.S. Nuclear Pegulatory Ccmnission ,

Washington, D.C. 20555
CfN. < M c . .
00 m i,< rAttention: Docketing and Service Branch .

Dear Sir:

Anaconda Minerals Ccmpany offers the following ccxnments to your
proposed rules for 10CFR, Parts 19, 20, 21, 30, 39, 40, 51, 70,
71 and 150; " Licenses and Radiation Safety Pequirements for
Well-Iogging Operations" as published in the April 8, 1985
Federal Pegister.

Our primary concern is for the proposal that all holes be cased
prior to logging with a radioactive source to prevent the
possibility of contamination of fresh water horizons. In our
opinion, such a rule universally applied would add imnediate and
unnecessary costs and operating burdens on the coal industry
since coal seams tend to fit the definition of aquifer given in
the notice.

If the pmposed rule were made final, down hole density logs
would essentially be elinanated in the coal industry. Very few
holes have casing in place when geophysical logs are run. 'Ihe
radioactive sources used in the coal industry are relatively
weak and casing would stop most of the snitted particles so an
accurate measurement could not be obtained. Densit'y data is
absolutely essential and the single most important measurement
in the coal industry for verifying coal seam characteristics.
Setting casing or leaving drill rods in place for logging would,
in our opinion, cause unnecessary and significant increases in
exploration costs and nest certainly decrease the quality of
exploration data. Good exploration data is essential for cost
effective and environmentally sound mine planning and operation.

We believe that the proposed rule change discriminates against
the coal industry because the rule fails to differentiate
between different industry practices, risks, and strength of
sources. We suggest that before implementing a blanket rule for
all types of well-logging, that the health and failure risks
should be throughly evaluated for each type of well logging
application in different industries. We believe that such an
evaluation will show that the regulations to be applied to the

. coal industry serve to add unnecessary costs and could only
y /O decrease e:gploration data quality. 8508060233 850729g ;
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However, we recognize that tools lost down hole could be a
prcblem and we r-nd that the camission concentrate on
developing equitable and scientifically and technically sound
ways to recover and isolate tools lost down hole.

In closing, we would like to thank you for the wri. unity to
carmient on these proposed regulations. If you have any
questicos regarding our cmments or would like to pursue the
issues further, please contact us.

Sincerely,

'

J. R. Mitche 1
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cc: C. Burton
J. Clanton
G. Rupp
J. Schrack
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