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UNITED STATES KUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

CONSUMERS POWFP_COMPANY

DOCKET NO. 50-155

NOTICE OF CONSIDERATION OF ISSUANCE OF AMENDMENT TO

FACTLITY OPERATING LICENSE AND PROPOSED MO SIGNIFICANT HAZARDS

CONSTNERATION DETERMINATION AND OPPORTUNITY FOR HEARING

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Comi:sion (the Commission) is considering
issuance of an amendment to Facility Operating License No. DPR-6 issued to
Consumers Power Company, for operation of the Rig Rock Point Plart, located
in Charlevoix County, Michigan.

The proposed amendment request, which was oriairally noticed on
September 11, 1985 (50 FR 37078) requested by submittal dated August 16, 1985,
has been revféed by submittal dated September 24, 1985, As originally noticed,
the application requested changes to the Technical Specifications (TS) in
support of the reload 11 planned fuel reloading.

Specifically, the reload I1 fuel Maximum Average Planar Linear Heat
Generation Rate (MAPLHGR) Limits are to be changed in accordance with the
licensee's application for amendment dated August 16, 1985 as revised
September 24, 1985,

Before issuance of the proposed license amendment, the Commission will

have made findings reauired by the Atomic Ererqy Act of 1954, as amended (the

Act) and the Commission's reculations.
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different power levels matched thnse calculated in XN-76-21, "Design Report

for Big Rock Pnirt Peactor Reload G-3 Fuel, Addendum 4", August 1976. The
fuel temperature in XN-76-21 was calculated by the GAPEX computer code. The
results shoy that even for larage changes in gap conductivity, MCPR changes
verv 1ittle,

A review nas also been made of the gap conductance calculated by the
Exxon GAPEX model for 11 fuel relative to the G1 through H4 fuel. This
review indicates an aporoximate 30% gap conductance increase at beginrinc of
1ife and 50% increase at end of 1ife. The above sensitivity study
indicates a change in MCPR from 1.59 to 1.61 would conservatively account for
the increased gap conductunce in the Il fuel. The revised application
proposes this MCPR change.

Althouch a new MCPR is proposed, the reload remains essentially unchanged
in that it does not contain any fuel assemblies significantly different from
those previously found acceptahle to the NRC. Therefore, these revised changes
fit example (iii) described above, and on this basis, the staff proposes to
determine~th£f this chanae does not involve a significent hazards consideration.

The Commission is seeking public comments on this proposed detemination,
Prv comments recefved within 30 days after the date of publication of this
notice will be considered in making any final determination. The Commissior
will not normally make a final determination unless it receives 2 reouvest for
a hearina.

Comments should be addressed to the Secretary of the Commission, U.S.

Nuclear Requlatory Commission, Washington, D.C. 20555, Attn: Docketirg and

Service Branch.
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Bv October 31, 1935 , the licensee mey file a request for a hearing
with respect to issuance of the amendment to the suhject facility operating
license and any person whese interest may be affected by this proceeding and
who wishes to participate as a party in the proceedinc must file a written
petition for leave to intervere. Pequest for a hearing and petitions for
leave to intervene shall be filed in accordance with the Commission's "Rules
of Practice for Domestic Licersing Proceedings" in 10 CFR Part 2. If a
request for a hearing or petition for leave to intervene ijs filed by the above
date, the Cormission or an Atomic Safety and Licensing Board, designated by
the Commission or by the Chairman of the Atomic Safety and Licensing Board
Panel, will rule on the request and/or petitirn and the Secretary or the
designated Atomic Safety anc Licensing Board will issue a notice of hearing or
an appropriate order.

As reouired by 10 CFR §2,714, a petition for leave to intervene shall set
forth with particularity the interest of the petitioner in the proceeding, and
how that interest .iay be affected by the results of the proceediro, The
petition should specifically explain the reasons why intervention should be
ponmitted’with particular reference to the followina factors: (1) the nature
0¢ the petitioner's rioht under the Act to be made a party to the proceedino;
(2) the nature and extent of the petitioner's preperty, financial, or other
interest in the proceeding; and (2) the possible effect of any order which may

be entered in the proceeding on the petitioner's interest. The petition
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should also identify the specific aspect(s) of the subject matter of the
proceeding as to which petitioner wishes to intervene. Any person who has

filed a petition for leave to intervene or who has beer admitted as a party

may amend the petitior without requesting leave of the Board up to fifteen

(15) days prior to the first prehearing conference scheduled in the proceeding,
but such an amenced petition must satisfy the specificity requirements described
above,

Not later than fifteen (15) days prior to the first prehearing corference
scheduled in the proceeding, a petitioner shall file a supplement to the
petition to intervene which must include a list of the contentions which are
sought to be litigeted in the matter, and the bases for each contention set
forth with reasonable specificity. Contentions shall be limited to matters
within the scope of the amendment under consideration. A petitioner whe fails
to file such 2 supplement which satisfies these requirements with respect to
at least one contention will not be permitted to participate as a party.

Those permitted to intervene become parties to the proceeding, subject to
any limitatidns in the order grantira leave to intervene, and have the
opportuniiy to participate fully in the conduct of the hearing, including the
opportunity to present evidence and cross-examine witnesses.

1f a hearing is requested, the Commission will make & final determination
on the issue of no significant hazards consideration., The final determination
will serve to decide when the hearing is held.

1f the final determination is that the amendment request involves no
sionificant hazards consideration, the Conmission may issue the amendment and
make it effective, notwithstanding the request for a hearing. Any hearing

held would take place after issuance of the amendment.



ol -

1f the final determination is that the amendment involves a significant
hazards consideration, ary hearing held would take place before the issuance
of any amendment.

Normally, the Commission will rot issue the amendment until the
expiration of the 30-day notice period. However, should circumstances change
during the notice peried such that failure to act in a2 timely manner would
result in derating or shutdown of the facility, the Commission may issue the
license amendment before the expiration of the 30-day notice period, provided
that its final determination is that the amendment involves no sionificant
hazerds consideration, The final determination will consider all public ard
State corments received. Should the Commission take this action, it will
publish a notice of issuance and provide for opportunity for a hearinc after
fssuance. The Commission expects that the need to take this action will
occur very infrequently.

A request for a hearing or a petition for leave to intervene must be
filed with the Secretary of the Commission, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
Washington, D.C. 20555, Att: Docketinag and Service Branch, or may be delivered
to the Commission's Public Document Room, 1717 M Street, N.k. Washington, D.C.,
by the above date. Where petitions are filed during the last ten (10) days of
the notice period, it is requested that the petitioner promptly so inform the
Commission by a toll-free telephone call to Western Union at (800) 325-6000
(in Missouri (800) 342-6700). The Western Union operator should be giver
Dataaram ldentification Mumber 3737 and the following messaae addressed to

John A. Zwelinski, Chief, Operating Reactors Branch No. 5, Division of



petitiorer's name and telephone number; date petition was mailed;

Licensing:

plant name; and publication date and page number of this FEDERAL REGISTER

A copv of the petition should alsc be sent to the Executive Legal
20555, and

notice.
Director, U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Washinaton, D.C.

Judd L. Bacon, Esquire, Consumers Power Company, 212 West Michigan Avenue,

Jackson, Michigan 49201, attorney for the licensee.

Nontimely filiras of petitions for leave to intervene, amended petitions,

supplemental petitions and/or requests for hearinc will not be entertained absent

a determination by the Commission, the presiding officer or the presiding Atomic

the petition and/or request should be granted

CFP 2.714(2)(1)(4)-(v) and

Safety and Licensing Board, that

based upon a balancing of factors specified in 10

2.7141d).

For further details with respect to this action, see the application ‘er

amendment which is available for public inspection at the Commission's

Public Lucument Room, 1717 H Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., and at the

North Cental Michigan College, 1515 Howard Street, Petoskey, Michigan 4977C.

Dated at Bethesda, Maryland, this 26th day of September 1985.
FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATOPY COMMISSION

Q0N 2o LA

John A. Zwolinski, Chief
E

Operating Reactors Branch Me. 5
Division of Licensing




