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On September 6, 1985, it was reported via an internal Occurrence Description Report, that
a leakage. flow path existed in the filtration unit of the auxiliary building "A" ventila-
tion unit (A-542A), thus allowing a small portion of the air flow to bypass the high-
efficiency particulate air (HEPA) filters. This constitutes a condition which could have
prevented the fulfillment of the safety function of a system that is needed to control
the release of radioactive material and is being reported under 10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)(v).

The " bypass" flow path resulted from the omission of a seal plate during the manufacturing
of the filtration unit and has existed since its initial installation. The filtration
unit on the "B" train was examined and the seal plate was found to be welded in place.
The missing seal plate was discovered while performing the refueling outag; auxiliary
building filter system surveillance procedure.

An investigation of this concern revealed that the flow being bypassed was approximately
.1% of the nominal flow rate. It was also determined that the unfiltered bypass flow
alone was not sufficient to prevent the system from meeting the Technical Specifications
surveillance standards.

To eliminate the bypass flow path, a steel plate was welded over the bypass opening.
Upon completion of the work, a dioctyl phthalate (DOP) scan of the repair was performed
and the unit was tested in accordance with the surveillance procedure. Corrective action
was completed September 16, 1985.

There were no effects on plant or public safety as a result of this event.
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On September 6, 1985, it was reported via an internal Occurrence Description Report,
that a leakage flow path existed in the filtration unit of the auxiliary building "A"
ventilation unit (A-542A), thus allowing a small portion of the air flow to bypass
the high-efficiency particulate air (HEPA) filters. This bypass path represents a
degradation of a safety system that is needed to control the release of radioactive
material and is being reported under the requirements of 10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)(v).

The " bypass" flow path resulted from the omission of a seal plate during the manufac-
turing of the filtration unit and has existed since its installation (prior to initial
plant cr iticality in 1974). The manufacturer of the unit was CVI, a subsidiary of
Pennwalt. The missing seal plate was discovered while performing surveillance pro-
cedure SP 211.04A (Auxiliary and Spent Fuel Building Filter System "A") when a small
area of discoloration was detected on the filtr3 tion unit. The discoloration was
thought to be the result of painting activity and subsequent filtration which occurred
during the recent fuel outage. The filtration on the "B" train was examined for a
similar deficiency and the seal plate was found to be welded in place.

The bypass area was measured to be .012 ft2 and from a test it was determined that the
flow being bypassed was approximately .1% of the nominal 43400 CFM flow rate. A
review of past SP.211.04A surveillance test records also indicated that the unfiltered
bypass flow alone was not sufficient to prevent the auxiliary building filter system
from meeting the surveillance standards established in the Rancho Seco Unit 1 Tech-
nical Specifications Section 4.12.

To eliminate the bypass flow path, a steel plate was welded over the bypass opening.
Upon completion of the work, a dioctyl phthalate (00P) scan of the repair was per-
formed and the "A" unit was tested in accordance with the surveillance procedure.
This corrective action was completed September 16, 1985. In addition, the District's
Incident Analysis Group will perform a root cause evaluation of this event. If the
results of the evaluation differ significantly from the conclusions stated in this
report,a supplemental report providing the new information will be submitted.

There were no effects on plant or public safety as a tesult of this event.
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SACRAMENTO MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT O 6201 S Street, P.O. Box 15830, Sacramento CA 95852-1830,(916) 452-3211

AN ELECTRIC SYSTEM SERVING THE HEART OF CALIFORNIA

RJR 85-472

September 26, 1985

J B MARTIN REGIONAL ADMINISTRATOR
REGION V 0FFICE OF INSPECTION AND ENFORCEMENT
ATTN DOCUMENT CONTROL DESK
U S NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON DC 20555

DOCKET NO. 50-312
LICENSE N0. DPR-54
LICENSEE EVENT REPORT NUMBER 85-17

In accordance with the requirements of 10 C: R 50.73(a)(2)(v), the Sacramento
Municipal Utility District hereby submits L'censee Event Report Number 85-17.

If there are any questions concerning this report, please contact Mr. Ron
C lom t the Rancho Seco Nuclear Generating Station Unit No. 1.
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