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therefore, a higher cost per hole would result in a total increase of 20
percent for the drilling program at the Texas mine. Northwestern Resources
has always been committed to meet the abandonment and recovery requirements
which the Commission currently has in place and is willing to accept this
risk in lieu of installing a surface casing in every bore hole.

To add these costs to the coal mining industry is unreasonable and not
in agreement with the development and maintenance of the nationat coal
policy. 1 urge the Commission te adopt the change which is proposed herein
or to delay adoption until the Commission and coal industry have the
opportunity to fully evaluate the impacts of the currently proposed rule.

Should you have any questions or desire additional information, please
contact me.

Sincerely

Jackie L. Musgrove
Director, Environmental Services

JLM/kds

cc: Mark Palmquist
Jim Francis
Bill Robinson/WECo, Butte
Tom Loberg/WECo, Butte



