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April 13, 1984

Carlton Kammerer, Director
Office of Congressional Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
1717 "B" Street

Washington, D. C. 20555

Dear Mr. Kammerer:

Enclosed is a copy of the letter I received from an em-"—"
ployee of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, who wishes
tc remain anonymous, regarding his concern about the possible
relocation of employees of N.R.C. from their present Montgomery
County offices to a District of Columbia location.

I will very much appreciate your addressing the employees's

concerns and supplying me with information for a reply to his . .
numerous guestions.

with best regards,

Sincerely,
Beverly §. Byro
Member of Congress
BEB:cm
Enclosure
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Please reply to: 10 East Church Street, Frederick, Maryland 21701
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Hon. Beverly Byron
10 East Church Street
Frederick, Maryland 21701

Dear Rep. Byron,

I an writing this letter as a followup to my telephone call to your office
last week during which I expressed great concern about the possible relocation
of thousands of employees of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) from
their present Montgomery County offices to a downtown District of Columbia
location.

The issue of relocation of NRC offices has been a bone of contention between
the Commissioners and NRC employees for many years now. Several years ago,
vith the support of the National Treasury Employees Union (NTEL) and the
Maryland Congressional Delegation (vhich includéd Senators Mathias and
Sarbanes, and Congresssan Barnes), NRC employees denonstrated to Congress the
Wisdom of consolidating NRC Headquarters office locaticns in Montgomery
County. As a result of this effort as well as a BSA cost-benefit study,
Congress authorized the construction cf an riRC Headguarters office building in
Silver Spring, Maryland. Unfortunately, the funds for actual construction of
the building were not appropriated in the succeeding session of Cmqrns duc
to the nev administration’s econony moves.

During the hearings on this issue, factors such as (1) higher costs for office
Space, greater contribution to traffic congestion, (2) increased commuting
costs, (3) dmpacts on employes morale and (4) employees' willingness to work
voluntary overtime — weighed heavily against a downtown D.C. location and in
favor of a Montgomery County NRC Headquarters location.

Today, these arguments are no less valid, and in some cases they are more so.
NRC officials had argued that with the advent of METRO the increased traffic
congestion that aight be brought about by a downtown D.C. location would not
occur. This assused that aost Montgomery County residents employed by NRC
vould wse PETRD to get £0 work. However, recent plans oy PETRD to charge six
or Seven <ollars for a vyound trip on METRD ~ from the Shady Brove station to
downtown and veturn ~ indicate that most NRC employees would not be able to
afford *ETRD and would still drive their cars to work.

florale anong Federal government workers is now at an all tise lov as a result



of the multitude of attacks on pay, retirement plans, and health benefits in
recent years. The additional costs to NRC employees of increased
transportation requirements, longer hours for child care, and fewer hours of
leisure time would cause many NRC eaployees to seek employwment elsevhere.
This could cause severe impacts on the quality of the NRC work force since it
is usually the best and brightest who depart first when other more attractive
opportunities arise.

Apart from any arguments for the common good, of course, 1 have a personal
stake in not having to commute to work in downtown D.C. 1 have five children
vho all demand and deserve a good deal of attention. In particular, I do not
look forward to the prospect of my youngest son, who now attends a Montessori
school, spending additional time in the after school day care program each day
until I can pick rim up in the afternoon. There is even some doubt that I
vould be able to get home each evening to pick hie up by the six P.M. closing
time, even if I felt he could tolerate such a long day. Since my vife and 1
both work, 1 feel it essential for me to be as close to hoee as possible in
order to respond to the inevitable emergencies of children having accidents,
becoming ill, etc. Also, the much higher costs of commuting and at least five
additional hours of commuting time per veek would persuade me to look._for
esployment elsevhere, even though I much enjoy what 1 am now doing at NRC. As
a4 matter of fact, in order to avoid the "June rush®, I feel it only prudent to
begin looking for other opportunities even now.

The arguments for consolidation of NRC Headquarters offices in downtown D.C.
are fev and unconvincing. They were not sufficient to persuade Congress
several years ago vhen Congress voted to build a nev Headquarters building in.
Silver Spring, and it seeas unlikely that these arguments would be any more
convincing today.

If this is the case, then vhy should there be concern today that NRC
Headquarters offices would be located in downtown D.C.? Recently, according
to NTEU sources, it became known that the downtown offices of the NRC
Commissioners, located in the Matomic Building at 17th street, are about to be
vacated since GSA is not reneving its lease on the building. This presents
the Commissioners with the opportunity to attempt to conmsolidate all NRC
Headquarters offices in wvhatever nev facilities to vhich the Commissioners
will be relocated.

The thought that this may be accomplished, quietly and without public or NRC
enployee input, in spite of all the evidence presented in hearings and studies
that have overvhelaingly convinced Congress to the contrary in the recent
past, disgraces and denigrates the democratic process upon wvhich we should all
have a right to depend.



What is the purpose of spending all the time and taxpayer funds on hearings,
studies and related deliberations to rationally decide a public issue if a fev
politically connected individuals can thvart the process and work their
private will through backdoor machinations? How many times must an issue be
decided before it is laid to rest?

Before any decision is made to consclidate NRC offices in downtown D.C., I
would hope that the Commissioners would be required to demonstrate that the
visdom of the Congress of just a few years ago has become irrelevant and that
some new factors now argue in favor of a downtown location. Unless such a
showing is made, a downtown relocation should not be approved. Thus, I am
looking to you, Rep. Byron, to take the appropriate steps to assure that any
significant NRC office move is made only after a full Congressional inquiry
Succeeds in refuting the arguments wvhich led to the previous decision to
consolidate NRC Headquarters in Silver Spring. Thank you.




